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April 9, 2010 

 

 

Sean P. Malone, P.E. - Project Manager 

Oak Engineers 

Brown's Wharf, Newburyport, MA 01950 

 

Dear Mr. Malone: 

 

From March 6, 2010 through March 19, 2010, Hughes Environmental Consulting (HEC) 

re-delineated wetland resource areas originally identified and flagged by LEC as part of 

an ANRAD filing in 2004 at Bailey’s Pond in Amesbury.  (On March 10, HEC had to re-

hang 14 flags from March 7 that had been vandalized). HEC reviewed the original 

ANRAD filing documents, Conservation meeting minutes, and the ORAD (002-0858) 

issued by the Amesbury Conservation Commission.  HEC was unable to locate the 

original ORAD file at Amesbury Town Hall.  Field delineated resource areas consisted of 

Bailey’s Pond and BVW associated with the pond, BVW associated with an unnamed 

Perennial Stream, as well as Bank and MAHW associated with the Perennial Stream.  In 

addition, an isolated area within the Riverfront Area associated with the stream was 

identified in the ORAD. 

 

The delineation was conducted in accordance with methods outlined in the handbook 

"Delineating Bordering Vegetated Wetlands Under the Massachusetts Wetlands 

Protection Act", (Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Wetlands and 

Waterways, 1995).  Wetland boundaries were located primarily by vegetation; with flag 

locations confirmed using topography, soils, and other indicators of hydrology. 

 

BVW and Bank associated with Bailey’s Pond as well as BVW associated with the 

unnamed stream are identified by the yellow flag series A to the south of the stream and 

series E to the north. Wetland areas were readily determined by the presence of such 

shrub species as Clethra alnifolia (Sweet pepperbush) and Vaccinium corymbosum 

(Highbush blueberry), in addition to topography.  Upland areas were readily determined 

by the presence of such upland edge species as Pinus strubus (Eastern white pine) and 

Comptonia peregrina (Sweet fern), as well as the invasive species Celastrus orbiculatus 

(Oriental bittersweet).   

 

Bank and MAHW for the perennial stream are identified by the pink flag series B and C.  

Bank and MAHW were readily determined by water staining and topography. 

 

The isolated wetland, essentially a large puddle that has formed in the dirt, road is 

identified by the yellow flag series D.  The boundaries were determined by the presence 
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of white pine around the edge of the puddle.  There is a very narrow strip of herbaceous 

wetland plants along the western edge of the puddle (sedges and rushes), but otherwise 

the wet area is devoid of vegetation.  This wetland is not jurisdictional under the Wetland 

Protection Act, although it may be jurisdictional as an isolated wetland under the 

Amesbury Wetlands Bylaw.  It was flagged due to its inclusion in the ORAD and NOI 

filing. 

   

In addition, HEC found that in general the site description in the original LEC report filed 

with the ANRAD still accurately describes the site conditions, although beaver activity 

has removed a fairly large number of small trees, saplings, and most of the Speckled 

alders noted in the LEC report as being present around the pond and stream since the 

original delineation.  Also, while invasive species are noted in the LEC report, HEC 

noted that many areas on site are dominated by invasive species, including dense stands 

of Autumn olive in areas devoid of topsoil and Oriental bittersweet along the banks of the 

pond and in wooded areas.  In addition, there are areas of Tartarian honeysuckle and 

European buckthorn as LEC noted.  It appears that since the 2004 site evaluation 

conducted by LEC, the invasive species problem on site has expanded.  It is also 

important to note that there are piles of tires, some burnt, in various parts of the property, 

and a “paintball village” that has been set up in the Riverfront Area on both sides of the 

stream.  

 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions regarding the re-delineation of resources 

at the Bailey Pond site. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Thomas G. Hughes BS, MA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 












