Former Microfab Site Project - Questions and Answers

City of Amesbury - Office of Community and Economic Development - cleanmicrofabsite@amesburyma.gov

Introduction

Since taking office in January of 2014, the Mayor Gray ad-
ministration has been targeting issues that have plagued the
community for decades. The former Microfab site has been
an issue for over 28 years and clearly requires a definitive
targeted approach.

This document is a starting point to provide baseline infor-
mation to the public toward establish a starting point for
discussions. If you have additional questions or require clari-
fications on the questions below please send a request to
the above email address or attend any of the meetings that
will be publicly announced.

What happened at the property? — The property was first
occupied from 1950-1967 by a metal machining company
named Sigtrans. In 1967 a company known as former Micro-
fab took over the facility. Microfab made printed circuit
boards until 1987. The company, through poor management
of the hazardous waste they generated, caused this waste to
be released into the environment.

Who is responsible? —Responsibility lies with the owner/
operator of the former Microfab facility. Beginningin 1984
EPA issued a Notice of Responsibility to the owner for their
environmental impact instructing them to investigate and
perform a cleanup of the site. The state regulators were also
involved through MA DEP declaring the facility a Waste Dis-
posal Site. In the face of the cost to clean up the site Micro-
fab filed for bankruptcy in 1987. MA DEP stepped in when
the responsible party abandoned the
site.

Did the City foreclose on the property,
or has it ever owned it? - The City has —
not foreclosed on the property. The
City is not a responsible party or owner
of the site.

Could you describe the property con-
tamination issues? . The chemicals
used by and released by Microfab are
classified as hazardous substances un-
der both state and federal laws. They
include: organic compounds such as
Trichloroethylene (TCE) a common de-
greaser used in the printed circuit
board industry, and metals such as
chromium, often used to plate onto
other metals. Because Microfab operated in a negligent
manner waste from

their facility entered the environment surrounding the
building and property. Chemical contamination is present
in the groundwater, soil, surface water and wetlands.

What environmental investigations have been completed
to date? — Investigations have been conducted by EPA, MA
DEP, and abutting property owners. These include Phase
Investigations to determine if contamination exists and the
nature and extent of that contamination. Ecological studies
have also been conducted to assess impacts to the wet-
lands and streams downgradient of the property. Remedia-
tion and Feasibility studies have also been conducted to
determine approaches and costs to clean up the site.

Has any cleanup occurred?-In response to the investigation
results indicating issues with contamination in groundwater
MA DEP installed and operated a groundwater pump &
treat system. This system stopped groundwater from mi-
grating offsite and pumped it through a treatment system
to remove the contamination. This system went into ser-
vice in 1991 and was taken off line in 2012 after removing
thousands of pounds of contaminants.

Why is EPA getting involved? — MA DEP has asked EPA for
assistance in dealing with the cleanup of the site. The EPA
has authority and resources beyond those of our state for
dealing with sites needing complex cleanups, such as Micro-
fab.
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Who will pay for all this work? — This is another
reason for EPA to get involved at this time. Since
its owners abandoned the property there is no
responsible party for the state, federal govern-
ment, or the City of Amesbury to pursue for the
damages this site has caused to the environment.
To date MA DEP has spent in excess of one million
dollars to work on this site. At the same time the
City has not received any tax money for the prop-
erty and does not have the legal authority to act.
Therefore there are no funds to continue work at
the site at the local level. EPA has the regulatory,
technical, and financial resources to tackle the
next phases of work needed to clean up this site.

How does the cost to cleanup and liens on the
property affect its current and future use? — The y
last appraisals of the property occurred in 1999. At
the time the value, if the property were “clean”, or
free of contamination, was estimated to be be-
tween $800,000-51,250,000. At the same time
estimates from environmental investigations that
prescribed cleanup approaches dealing with soil,
sediments, and groundwater indicate that those
costs will be $1,500,000-$3,500,000. These esti-
mates are using 2003 dollars. In addition, both MA
DEP and the City of Amesbury have liens on the
property in excess of $2,000,000 for environmental
work, and back taxes, respectively. Clearly the
property is upside down with respect to real estate A
valuation. Without intervention from EPA this
property will likely never be redeveloped and will
remain a blight and burden on the community.

What is going to happen to this property? — The
first step is to enlist the aid of the EPA. The MA
DEP is working with the City of Amesbury to assist
EPA with its efforts to list the property on the Fed-
eral National Priority List (NPL) more commonly
known as Superfund.

What are the future plans after cleanup? Our pri- s
mary goal is cleanup of the site and removal of
the abandoned buildings. The results of the clean-
up will guide redevelopment, and therefore it is
too soon to make commitments on the potential
for redevelopment. The City has seen recent suc-
cess with the use of tax incentives to address difficult site
development. We will begin the planning process for rede-
velopment soon after the EPA achieves an approval for the
cleanup. That would mean we can establish a plan and incen-
tive program simultaneously with the cleanup process.
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What can I do to move this forward? - This project requires
support from the community to facilitate continued progress
with the EPA. Please offer support through the email address
indicated at the top of the first page. Tell us how a cleanup of
the former Microfab site will benefit you and our communi-

ty.



