PAGE  
3
February 14, 2012


Municipal Council Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, February 14, 2012

7:00PM Town Hall Auditorium

Call to Order

Pledge of Allegiance – Councilor Kelcourse
Roll Call – James Kelcourse, Derek Kimball, Robert Lavoie, Donna McClure, Joseph McMilleon, Allen Neale, Christian Scorzoni, Robert Gilday, Anne Ferguson
Act on minutes – December 13, 2011, January 3, 2012 and January 10, 2012
Councilor Kelcourse motioned to accept, Councilor McMilleon second – Voted Unanimous

2012-007
Joint meeting with Board of Library Trustees 
Chairman Hoyt-Kimball called the Board of Library Trustees meeting to order.
Roll Call – Jane Ward, Laura Buckley, Mary Dunford, David Pressley, Philip Merrill, Gail Browne and Johanna Hoyt-Kimball

President Ferguson asked for the only applicant, Jonathan Sherwood, to speak.

Jonathan Sherwood expressed his interest in joining the Board of Library Trustees once again.

President Ferguson asked for nominations.

Johanna Hoyt-Kimball nominated Jonathan Sherwood, Mary Dunford second.
Councilor Neale motioned to close nominations, Councilor Lavoie second.

Roll Call: 
Board of Library Trustees: Jane Ward, Laura Buckley, Mary Dunford, Peter Sheridan, David Pressley, Philip Merrill, Gail Browne, Johanna Hoyt-Kimball – 8 Yes – Sherwood
Municipal Council: 

James Kelcourse, Derek Kimball, Robert Lavoie, Donna McClure, Joseph McMilleon, Allen Neale, Christian Scorzoni, Robert Gilday, Anne Ferguson – 9 Yes - Sherwood
Mary Dunford motioned to adjourn, Phillip Merrill second – Voted - Unanimous

Mayoral Appointments – None at this time.

Licenses & Permits

2012-012
Common Victualler – The Boston Café, 110 Haverhill Rd.
Cheryl Alaoui attended to represent The Boston Café located at the Boston Technology Park.

Councilor Lavoie motioned to accept 2012-012 subject to the usual stipulations, Councilor Kimball second. –Voted Unanimous
2012-014
Dine, Dance & Entertainment – Amesbury Sports Park, 12-14 South Hunt Rd.

Mary Carol Fowler attended to represent the Amesbury Sports Park.

Councilor Kelcourse motioned to accept 2012-014 per the usual stipulation, Councilor Gilday second.

Voted – Unanimous

Correspondence


a.
President/Vice President Communications

President Ferguson introduced Richard Bartley, Chairman Economic Development of the Amesbury Chamber of Commerce.

Mr. Bartley introduced Marcy Quill the new Executive Director of the Amesbury Chamber of Commerce.

Lower Millyard Presentation

Joseph Fahey, Director of Economic Development

Trish Domigan, Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc.

Councilor Kelcourse leaves meeting @ 8:15PM.


b.
Communication from Elected Officials, Boards and Commissions



2012-013
Election Warrant, Presidential Primary – 3/6/2012



Councilor Gilday read 2012-013 into the record.



Councilor Lavoie motioned to adopt 2012-013, Councilor Kimball second – Voted 


8 Yes, 1 Absent (Kelcourse)


c.
Council Communications, Announcements and Committee Reports

Public Comment

Claude Gonthier, Kimball Rd – Mr. Gonthier stated he noticed public hearings have been changed from Municipal Council to the Finance Committee. According to the Council Rules they should be held at the Municipal Council meetings.

Eric Bizanson, 115 Whitehall Rd. – Mr. Bizanson questioned the funding, private investments and projected benefits of the Lower Mill Yard.
Peter Hoyt, - Mr. Hoyt, speaking on behalf of the Amesbury Carriage Alliance stated he is very excited to finally have a home for the Carriage Museum in the lower Mill Yard.
Tracey Chalifour, 25 Clarks Rd #201 – Ms. Chalifour spoke regarding the Coastal Trails Coalition.

Kevin Murphy – Mr. Murphy stated he believes there is hazardous waste at the proposed new DPW site and does not agree with an agreement to allow Waste Management dump into our sewer system.
The capacity at the sewer plant should be kept for growth.

Council Response to Public Comment
President Ferguson addressed an inquiry from the last municipal council meeting regarding the proposed elevator at the School Street Fire Station.  The Administrative Offices at the School Street Station will now be located on the first floor due to the opening of the Elm Street station. 
Councilor Lavoie responded the Mr. Thivierge’s comments regarding water rate and sewer hearing. August 2, 2000 the council adopted MGL Chapter 40 Section 39J, a pricing system for water. There are three sections to it. The second section defines cost and the third outlines that a public hearing has to be held before rates get raised. It requires a fifteen day notice advertised in the news paper before the hearing. It is the action of the Mayor to raise the rates.
Public Hearings – None at this time.

Second Readings – None at this time.

First Readings

2012-011
A Resolution to request and encourage the Legislature to guarantee the $65 million supplemental municipal aid for fiscal 2013 – Councilor McMilleon sponsor

Councilor McMilleon read the resolution into the record.

Councilor Lavoie moved to adopt 2012-011, Councilor McClure second.
Voted 8 Yes, 1 Absent (Kelcourse)

2012-015 Request the Municipal Council vote to declare as surplus various municipal vehicles

Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:  Surplus 2002 Dodge Ram Van, 1995 Ford E350 and 205 Chevrolet Impala

Councilor Neale motioned to refer 2012-015 to the Finance Committee, Councilor McMilleon second.
Voted – 8 Yes, 1 Absent (Kelcourse)

2012-016
Appropriate $45,000.00 from Free Cash for Weed Abatement at Lake Attitash – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary: This order will provide the funding for the Lake Attitash Sonar Herbicide Treatment Program. Working with the Lake Attitash Association, these funds will assist in the implementation of the Lake Attitash Weed Management Plan.

Councilor McMilleon motioned to refer 2012-016 to the Finance Committee for a public hearing,

Councilor McClure second.
Voted – 8 Yes, 1 Absent (Kelcourse)

2012-017
Accept a $28,750.00 grant from Federal Emergency Management Agency and Department of Homeland Security – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary: The Amesbury Fire Dept. has been awarded a grant totaling $28,750.00; this total represents the Federal share to be $27,313.00 and the City share to be $1,437.00. This grant will be used to purchase and install a vehicle Exhaust Removal System for the Elm Street Fire Station. This equipment is designed to remove exhaust associated with starting any vehicle inside the fire station.
Councilor Kimball motioned to refer 2012-017 to the Finance Committee, Councilor McMilleon second.

Voted – 8 Yes, 1 Absent (Kelcourse)
2012-018
Accept a $5,265.00 grant from the Mass Dept. of Fire Services – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary: The Amesbury Fire Dept. has been awarded a non-matching grant in the amount of $5,265.00 to continue their Student Awareness of Fire Education. Made available to all Commonwealth municipalities, this grant seeks to provide student awareness of fire dangers through educational programs.
Councilor Neale motioned to send 2012-018 to the Finance Committee for a public hearing, Councilor McMilleon second.

Voted – 8 Yes, 1 Absent (Kelcourse)

2012-019
Appropriate $200,000 from Free Cash for the repair and maintenance of streets and sidewalks – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:  This order will provide the funding for repair and maintenance of streets and sidewalks per the DPW Infrastructure and Pavement Plan.

Councilor Scorzoni motioned to refer 2012-019 to the Finance Committee for a public hearing, Councilor Gilday second.

Voted – 8 Yes, 1 Absent (Kelcourse)
2012-020
Amend the Amesbury Zoning Map – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:  This Zoning District boundary change on the Amesbury Zoning Map is intended to change the commercial portions of Map 80 Parcel 5 and 24 to residential R-20 (so that each entire parcel will be in the residential R-20 zone); and furthermore intending to change the residential R-20 portion of Map 80 Parcel 16 to the Commercial Zone (so that the entire parcel will be in the commercial zone).

Councilor Kimball moved to refer 2012-020 to the Ordinance Committee and Planning Board and schedule a public hearing at the Council meeting, Councilor Gilday second.
Voted – 8 Yes, 1 Absent (Kelcourse)
2012-021
Amend the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw and Amesbury Overlay Zoning Map – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:  This ordinance seeks to revise Amesbury’s Zoning Bylaw to be consistent with the Mass. Dept. of Environmental Protection (DEP) Wellhead Protection (WHP) and Surface Water Source Protection (SWSP) Regulations. The revisions would combine the areas designated under Zone A and Zone II into one zone. The Interim Well Head Protections Area (IWPA) has been eliminated in its entirety and replaced with the DEP approved Zone II delineation. As suggested by DEP, Zone I has been eliminated since properties in this zone are town owned properties for public water supply purposes. Also, the language of the provisions of Section XIV of the Bylaw is also being revised to be consistent with both the WHP and SWSP regulations.

Councilor Gilday motioned to send 2012-021 to the Ordinance Committee, Conservation Committee and the Planning Board and schedule a public hearing at the Municipal Council meeting, Councilor McClure second.

Voted – 8 Yes, 1 Absent (Kelcourse)

2012-022
Appropriate $8,000,000 for the new DPW facility – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:  The Mayor is seeking funds for the designing, constructing, originally equipping and furnishing of a new Dept. of Public Works facility to be located at 56 Hunt Road.

Councilor Scorzoni motioned to refer 2012-022 to the Finance Committee, and schedule a public hearing at the Municipal Council meeting, Councilor Kimball second.
Voted – 8 Yes, 1 Absent (Kelcourse)

2012-023
Amend Addendum N of the 8th Session Municipal Council Rules – Councilor Lavoie, President Ferguson sponsor

Summary:  the purpose of this Bill is to amend Addendum N of the Amesbury Municipal Council 8th Session Rules and Procedures in order to clarify how appropriate questions raised during Public Comment will be memorialized and responded to. Speakers during public comment who raise a specific question which they seek to be answered by the Municipal Council must write out their questions clearly, so that if the Council does request the Town Clerk’s office to do so, the Town Clerk will be able to forward the question to the appropriate department or office within the Administration for a written response, so that the Council will be in a position to respond to the question during a later monthly Council meeting.
Councilor Lavoie motioned to refer 2012-023 to the Council’s Rules Committee, Councilor McMilleon second.

Voted – 8 Yes, 1 Absent (Kelcourse)

Late File

Councilor Lavoie motioned to accept 2012-024 as a late file, Councilor Neale second

Voted – 8 Yes, 1 Absent (Kelcourse)

2012-024
Municipal Council authorize the Mayor to petition the Merrimack Valley Planning Commission to discontinue its interest in a county “Road Parcel” – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:  15 Haverhill Road is currently under agreement to be sold. It was discovered that there exists a title defect to 15 Haverhill Road in that a majority of the frontage of this lot land is owned by Essex County through a 1907 taking and layout of the county road. The owner of 15 Haverhill Road is requesting that the Municipal Council authorize the Mayor to petition MVPC to discontinue its interest in a county “Road Parcel”.

Councilor Lavoie motioned to refer 2012-025 to the Ordinance Committee, Councilor Neale second.

Voted – 8 Yes, 1 Absent (Kelcourse)

Councilor Kimball motioned to adjourn, Councilor Kimball second.

Voted - Unanimous
Adjourn 9:25Pm
Respectfully Submitted,

Assistant Town Clerk

