Municipal Council Workshop

Tuesday, February 14, 2012

6:00PM Town Hall Auditorium

Seabrook Nuclear Power Plant Relicensing 

Mr. Bruce Skub of Newburyport attended the workshop to express his concern about the risks posed by the Seabrook nuclear power plant.  He feels the Seabrook operators are recklessly trying to relicense the plant halfway through the current license (1990-2030) for another 20 years even though the plant is showing serious signs of aging. The NRC (National Regulatory Commission)  in May of 2011 found concrete degradation to be “moderate to severe” surrounding a tunnel that houses vital electric cables that support the plant’s cooling system designed to prevent a nuclear meltdown. Compression testing indicated the strength and integrity of the concrete had deceased by 22 percent already. The NRC reported they do not know the extent of the scope and severity of degradation throughout the plant’s foundation. The NRC explained the degradation stems from unabated groundwater infiltration. Exacerbating the situation is the potential of seismic activity in the area. On behalf of public safety he asked the Municipal Council to send a resolution to the NRC asking them to stop the relicensing process. The Seabrook operators should fix the foundation first, abate the ground water infiltration and take whatever time is necessary to make sure the public is safe before considering relicensing.
Councilor Neale being familiar with regulatory process stated most are iterative and would expect so in this case.  He believes the NRC will send in a team to identify any problems and then it becomes incumbent upon the Operators to detail a plan of action. The NRC during this process will continue to send out a team of inspectors until they are satisfied. If the process is not being followed, that is when he wants to know about it. Councilor Scorzoni feels because a number of people including Congressman Markey have raised concern about concrete degradation attention should be paid to it. He is not anti nuclear or trying to eliminate Seabrook, they do provide a lot of base load capacity which is critical in this area. He believes this is an opportunity that allows for the surrounding communities to weigh in on this issue. Councilor Lavoie believes there is a process the NRC is following and is satisfied with it. Anyone who wished to do so can contact the NRC through the appropriate channels. President Ferguson would like the person from the NRC on staff at the Seabrook Station keep the council informed of the on going process and any safety issues.
David Barr, Next Terra – Seabrook Station

Mr. Barr stated the application to relicense was submitted in May of 2010 at which time the NRC began their process. The concrete condition Alkai-Silica Reaction (ASR) was discovered.  Councilor Kimball asked where the public can go to find the filings, the follow-up, schedule for public input and the whole iterative process. Mr. Barr stated its all on the NRC website specific to Seabrook. Councilor Kelcourse thanked Mr. Skud and his group for bringing this to the council’s attention. 
7:00PM adjourn
