Amesbury Municipal Council
Special Meeting

Tuesday, February 23, 2010

7:30PM Town Hall Auditorium

Meeting called to order at 7:50 p.m.
Members present: Councilor Gilday, Councilor Chatigny, Councilor Dunford, Councilor Neale, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor McMilleon, Councilor Kelcourse and Councilor Kimball. 
Councilor Ferguson had an excused absence.

Councilor Lavoie opened the meeting.
2010-018 -A Resolution to Concur with the Revised Purchase and Sale Agreement between the Town of Amesbury and Fafard Real Estate and Development Corporation – Mayor Kezer sponsor
Summary: A resolution of the Municipal Council to concur with the renegotiated Purchase and Sale agreement for Bailey’s Pond.  The agreement was negotiated by the Mayor and a team of Municipal Councilors and is designed to address the issues raised by the Massachusetts Inspector General regarding the original agreement. 
Mayor Kezer spoke in regards to the resolution which would fully execute the agreement between the Town of Amesbury and Fafard. In 2006 there was a report by the Inspector General who reviewed the P&S and found flaws of which we were directed to fix. He did not indicate that the flaws were fatal and he did not infer walking away from the deal. We have addressed those flaws through negotiations with the other party in order to resolve those issues. He stated that he feels they have achieved a resolution which addresses the Inspector General’s concerns; it has strengthened the community’s ability to prevent a strip club; it waives Fafards’ rights to purchase the Truck Stop and it limits the number of units to 200 units allowed in that area.

The issue before us is relative to a purchase and sale agreement. It does not deal with any issues in regard to the development of the property. Those issues need to be taken up before the Planning Board processes. 


The Mayor stated that the reason for this resolution is because he stated from the beginning that he would not move forward on this without the input and ultimately the agreement of the Municipal Council.
The Mayor thanked attorney Urbelis and the Task force for their work on this and Councilor Gilday for his participation in representing his district through this.

Councilor Lavoie gave a history of this agreement from it’s beginning to this resolution and allowed the public to comment.

Alison Lindstrom asked if we were paying $1.4 million to Fafard for the purchase of the Sports Park and can they sell it?

Councilor Lavoie stated yes that was correct.

Alison Lindstrom stated that Margaret Rice Park is next to it and you cannot have a strip club within so many feet. Why not develop the park?

Councilor Lavoie stated that the park was plan B.
Councilor Neale stated that there is a permanent restriction from a strip club on that property.

Curtis Wollitz thanked the Mayor and the Councilors for taking this up and wrapping up this thorn in Amesbury’s side for many years.

Thomas Iacobucci questioned clarification on the figures concerning the purchase of units.

Councilor Lavoie reviewed it for him.

Jonathan Sherwood stated that he supports the resolution as revised.

Councilor Chatigny moved to adopt the revised resolution.

Councilor McMilleon seconded.

Councilor Gilday thanked the councilor for their hard work and questioned the $120,000 deposit.

Councilor Lavoie stated that it is in an interest bearing account with Kopelman and Paige. If the deal closes it is part of the purchase amount. If Fafard backs out they get their money back and we get our land back.

Councilor Chatigny thanked everyone for turning a negative into a positive.

Councilor Kimball thanked the councilors and previous councilor Chandler for recommending this agreement be sent to the Inspector General.

A Vote was taken and it was Unanimous (8) (Ferguson was absent)

2010-020 An Order that the Mayor be authorized to sign and accept the Agreement regarding Restriction on the Sports Park Land – Councilor Lavoie sponsor

Councilor Gilday read into the record the terms and conditions.
Councilor McMilleon moved to dispense with the formal reading to take this up for action at the March 9 Municipal Councilor Meeting.

Councilor Chatigny seconded and it was voted Unanimous
Councilor Lavoie stated that there were two candidates for the Ordinance Committee opening and the applicants were invited to come to the March 9, 2010 Council meeting in which they would make a decision.


The Master Plan and Implementation Committee is still looking for a Council representative and he asked for the councilor to think about stepping forward to serve.


He stated that Councilor Ferguson has co-sponsored a resolution which they will take up when she is back concerning an Olympic freestyle skier, Dylan Ferguson. He is no relation to her but reigns from Amesbury and he unfortunately suffered a medical issue and was not able to compete in the Olympics but he qualified and was named to the Olympic Ski team which is quite an accomplishment and they feel he should be recognized for those accomplishments.
Councilor Chatigny moved to adjourn at 8:40 p.m. Councilor McMilleon seconded and it was voted Unanimous.
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