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July 10, 2012


Municipal Council Meeting

Tuesday, July 10, 2012

7:00PM City Hall Auditorium

Call to Order 7:03PM
Pledge of Allegiance – Councilor McMilleon
Roll Call: Joseph McMilleon, Allen Neale, Christian Scorzoni, Robert Gilday, James Kelcourse, Derek Kimball, Robert Lavoie, Donna McClure, Anne Ferguson
Act on minutes – June 12, 2012

Councilor Kimball motioned to accept as submitted, Councilor McMilleon second.

Voted - Unanimous

Mayoral Appointments

2012-059
2012 Re-appointments to various boards and committees 

Councilor Gilday read all the reappointment into the record, all terms to end 6/30 of year noted.
Amesbury Industrial Development Financing Authority – Peter Suorsa (2014), 

Robert Gonthier Jr. (2014)

Board of Health – Matthew Steinel (2015), Lorri Fucile (2015)

Cemetery Advisory Committee – Joseph Sielicki (2015)

Conservation Commission – Steven J. Langlois (2015)

Council on Aging – Mary-Lee Ford (2015), Marcia Gilmore (2015) 

Educational Access Committee – Russ Monroe (2014)

Fence Viewer - Bret Green (2013), M. Bernice Nagle (2013)

Historical Com. – Jay S. Williamson (2015), R. Scott Penoyer (2015)

Lakes & Waterways – Jay Knapp (2015)

Parks & Recreations – Mark Tanzella (2014)

Registrars of Voters – William Croteau (2015)

Trustees of War Memorials – John B. Brohel (2015), Lillian J. Eaton (2015)
Councilor Kelcourse motioned to accept 2012-059 as submitted, Councilor Neale second.

Vote – Unanimous

Licenses & Permits

2012-063
Pole Hearing – Macy Street

Vice President Gilday read the City Engineers’ recommendation (attached).
David Bouche attended to represent National Grid. Councilor Kimball asked how the location of the pole placement was chosen and voltage. Mr. Bouche stated there is a new circuit in order to provide more reliable electricity all over town. The location of the pole placement was chosen because they like to stay on the same side of the street as existing poles.  
Councilor Lavoie moved 2012-063 be accepted subject to the following conditions. 1) The location of these lines needs to be determined by National Grid prior to pole installation. 2) The water and sewer services for the property adjacent to the pole location need to be marked out prior to pole installation. 3) All necessary State Agencies need to be informed of and approve the proposed pole location as it appears to fall within the State Right of Way for Route 110 – Macy Street. Prior to installation of any utility, Dig Safe, the City of Amesbury Department of Public Works, and the City Water and Sewer Departments shall be informed of the proposed activities. Councilor Kimball second.
Voted - Unanimous

2012-057
Automatic Amusement – Friendly Ice Cream, 111 Macy St. - transfer
Mr. Jeff Viering, new  franchise owner of Friendly Ice Cream attended to represent Friendly Ice Cream. 

 Councilor Lavoie motioned to approve as per the usual stipulations, Councilor Gilday second.

Voted - Unanimous

2012-058
Common Victualler – Friendly Ice Cream, 111 Macy St - transfer
Councilor Lavoie motioned to approve as per the usual stipulations, Councilor Kelcourse second.

Voted - Unanimous

2012-068
General Business – The Piano Room, 14 Cedar Street Mills
Mr. Anthony Amico attended to represent The Piano Room.
Councilor Gilday motioned to accept 2012-068 per the usual stipulations, Councilor Neale second.
Voted - Unanimous

Correspondence

a.
President/Vice President Communications

b.
Communication from Elected Officials, Boards and Commissions


2012-060
Warrant for Sept. 6, 2012 State Primary


Councilor Gilday read 2012-060 into the record.


Councilor Kelcourse motioned to accept 2012-060, Councilor Neale second.


Voted – Unanimous


2012-062
Request to change polling location – Councilor Ferguson sponsor


Summary:
A Request to change the polling location from the City Hall Auditorium to the Amesbury High School Cafeteria effective November 6, 2012

President Ferguson read 2012-062 into the record.

Bonnijo Kitchin explained that the move is necessary because of a variety of reasons. Handicapped accessibility, parking, more room for the polling stations, help from the student council and she believes it is in the best interest of the City. She stated the day change for the State Primary will be posted in all the public buildings and advertised in the papers. For the change of polling location a post card will be mailed to every household in the city after the September election.

Councilor Neale motioned to approve 2012-062 as submitted, Councilor McMilleon second.


Voted - Unanimous

2012-061
Resignation of Stephen Dunford from Ordinance Committee


Councilor Gilday motioned to accept 2012-061 and thanked Stephen Dunford for all his work, 
Councilor Neale second.


Voted - Unanimous 

c.
Council Communications, Announcements and Committee Reports

Public Comment
James Thivierge, 106 Friend Street – Mr. Thivierge stated there is a discrepancy in the advertising of the FY2013 budget on the reserve funds. He would like to see a preliminary tax rate prior to the classification hearing.
Public Hearings

2012-041    An Order to request the Municipal Council to vote to appropriate $5,900,000 for the purchasing of a parcel of land and for the designing, engineering, construction, reconstructing, equipping and furnishing of such building for use as a Department of Public Works Facility.

Summary:  The Mayor is seeking funds for the purchasing of a parcel of land and for the designing, engineering, constructing, reconstructing, equipping and furnishing of such building for use as a Department of Public Works Facility to be located at 39 South Hunt Road, Map 95/Lot 14.
Councilor Gilday read 2012-041 into the record.
President Ferguson explained that this bill was brought up for a vote in June and it was objected to. It was then automatically continued to the next regularly scheduled meeting. The public hearing was held in June and closed. She will allow the public hearing to be opened again because there are so many people who want to speak.
Mayor Kezer appeared too ask for the Municipal Council’s support and vote for the authorization to bond $5.9 million dollars in order to relocate the DPW facility out of the lower mill yard area to South Hunt Road. The primary objective in relocating the DPW facility is to accelerate economic growth in the lower mill yard area and grow the commercial/industrial tax base. 
Robert Desmarais, Director of Department of Public Works – Mr. Desmarais stated over the years various need studies and site analysis have been done which lead them to the South Hunt Road site. There is an existing office building and 6 acres of flat land to construct a garage/maintenance facility. The remaining land would be a construction yard. The costs estimates are based on all the prior studies that have been done. They encompass all conceivable contingencies and future growth.  
Councilor Lavoie motioned to re-open the public hearing, Councilor McClure second. Voted - Unanimous

President Ferguson opened the public hearing.
Nicholas Costello, 182 Whitehall Rd. – Mr. Costello supports relocating the DPW facility to 39 South Hunt Road. 
Alison Lindstrom, 10 Wells Ave. – Ms. Lindstrom supports moving the DPW facility from the lower mill yard but, not to 39 South Hunt Road and not for almost six million dollars.
Martha White, 22 Sparhawk Street – Ms. White spoke representing the Amesbury Soccer Association. They support the need for future economic development and the relocation of the DPW facility to 39 South Hunt Road. They believe a new soccer field leading to the new DPW site will further the goal to bring new economic development to Amesbury.

Richard Newton, 33 Glen Devin – Mr. Newton agrees with relocating the DPW facility from the lower millyard. He believes the 39 South Hunt Road site and existing building are too big and the price should be able to come in under $4,000,000.
Matt Sherrill, 156 Elm Street – Mr. Sherrill stated interest in redeveloping the lower millyard goes back to 1985. There have been 3 different Mayors and 10 plus years of City Council members looking at the plans. He supports 2012-041 and urges the council to vote yes.
Kelly Garbarino, 20 Fern Ave. – Ms. Garbarino supports moving the DPW facility however; the price is too expensive. She is not confident the economic growth will help relieve her tax burden.

Mike Brown, 2 Woodlawn Street – Mr. Brown is in favor of moving the DPW facility from the lower millyard.  He believes plenty of work over many years has been done to make sure the very best plan is in place. 

Anne Bonaventura, 25 High Street, Chairman of the Board for the Chamber of Commerce – Ms. Bonaventura stated the relocation of the DPW facility is critical for the economic growth and development of the lower millyard.  A lot of state and federal money has already been invested and it is time for Amesbury to make a commitment.

Deborah Carey, 4 Boie Ave. – Ms. Carey believes the new site is appropriate and the cost is reasonable. She fully supports moving the DPW facility to 39 South Hunt Road. She feels it is a keystone project for the lower millyard.

James Thivierge, 106 Friend Street – Mr. Thivierge believes the project is too expensive for the City to undertake at this time.

Nanette Masi, 153 Pleasant Valley Rd. – Ms. Masi is against the City accepting leachate from Waste Management. She feels it is full of toxic chemicals and that the Sewer facility is not designed to handle them. There is also additional burden on the Sewerage Treatment Plant capacity that might be needed in the future as the city grows.
James Chandler, 417 Main Street – Mr. Chandler agrees the DPW garage should move out of the lower millyard. He is skeptical about the projected revenue to be brought in. 
Peter Hoyt, 33A Pleasant Valley Rd. – Mr. Hoyt fully supports the relocation of the DPW facility to 39 South Hunt Road.

Claude Gonthier, 112 Kimball Road – Mr. Gonthier agrees with moving the DPW facility to the 39 South Hunt Road only if they maximize the use of the existing and new building to their full potential for DPW and other city offices.  

President Ferguson closed the public hearing.

Councilor Gilday motioned to approve 2012-041 An Order to request the Municipal Council to vote to appropriate $5,900,000 for the purchasing of a parcel of land and for the designing, engineering, construction, reconstructing, equipping and furnishing of such building for use as a Department of Public Works Facility.  Be it Ordered by the City Council of the City of Amesbury assembled, and by the authority of the same as follows:  

Ordered that $5,900,000 is appropriated to pay costs of (i) acquiring by purchase, gift, eminent domain or otherwise, a parcel of land located at 39 South Hunt Road and shown as Lot 14 on Assessors Map 95, together with the building, thereon, and also a portion of the parcel of land shown as Lot 5 on Assessors Map 95, for use as a Department of Public Works Facility, and (ii) designing, engineering, constructing, reconstructing, equipping and furnishing such building for use as a Department of Public Works Facility, including the payment of all costs incidental and related thereto; that to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer with the approval of the Mayor is authorized to borrow $5,900,000 under G.L. c.44 §7 or any other enabling authority; that the Mayor be authorized to acquire by gift, purchase, or eminent domain the fee in and to the properties described herein and to award as damages for any taking thereof the sum of $1,100,000, and that the Mayor be authorized to execute any and all documents reasonably necessary to effectuate such acquisition; and that the Mayor is authorized to take any other action necessary to carry out this project., Councilor Neale second.

Councilor Neale read the recommendation of the Finance Committee to adopt as submitted, 8 Yes, 1 No (McClure)

Councilor Lavoie read the recommendation of the Ordinance Committee to accept as written the vote was unanimous. 

Councilor Scorzoni feels comfortable with the new DPW proposal and hopes activity does materialize and the City gets the growth they hope will happen. He hopes the Council supports the Mayors plan for economic growth and hopes the Council will play an active roll in it.
Councilor Lavoie stated after many site studies 59 South Hunt Road was selected. He then discovered 39 South Hunt Road was available and was able to get the price tag down from over 8 million dollars to 5.9 million dollars. He has confidence that the Mayor and Mr. Desmarais will be able to come in under 5.9 million dollars.
Councilor Gilday supports the 39 South Hunt Road site.
Councilor Kimball appreciates all the work that the council has put into the relocation of the DPW facility. He thanked the Mayor for accepting an alternative site to bring the cost down. He has always looked at this project as an economic development project. 

Councilor McMilleon stated he has had reservation regarding this project from the start and has since had conversations with people for and against. He is pleased this alternative site has reduced the cost and is hopeful it will come in under the 5.9 million. He has some serious reservations on the projected economic growth but is hopeful. He will support this project tonight and thanked everyone who has worked on and has had input on this bill.
Councilor Neale stated he performed an analysis on the projected revenue income in the lower millyard according to the Mayor’s numbers compared to the cost. He feels looking at his analysis there is not one data point that tells him the project should not be done because it benefits the tax payers. He is also hoping the bids will come in less than 5.9 million but does have faith in the number Pare Engineering come up with.
Councilor McClure stated that the residents are taking on all the risks for the development of the lower millyard. She feels the town is overpaying for the property and building at 39 South Hunt Road.  The building is not suitable for a DPW so therefore a new 12,000 sq ft building will have to be built to meet the needs of a declining DPW for 4 million dollars. She feels the town is over paying, over building, over spending and therefore over taxing the Amesbury residents.

Councilor Kelcourse stated he was opposed to spending 8 to 16 million dollars on this project from day one. Through hard work and consideration an alternative site was selected saving at the very least 2.1 million dollars. He thanked everyone involved who came up with some great ideas. He is absolutely agrees the DPW has to move out of the lower millyard and whether or not the amount of potential growth will come, remains to be seen. He thinks it is a good move and he trusts that the administration will keep the cost as low as possible.
President Ferguson stated this project has been discussed since 1988 and aggressively worked on since 1993 she believes the site is a good site. She believes it has been a good process and does not believe it is too expensive. She believes the income from the development of the lower millyard will off set the taxes. The DPW needs to be moved and it needs to be funded in order for that to happen. She strongly supports this project.
Roll Call Vote: Yes 8 (Scorzoni, Lavoie, Gilday, Neale, McMilleon, Kelcourse, Kimball, Ferguson)

 No 1 (McClure)

Recess 

2012-064
Appoint Alison McGonagle to the Cultural Council, term to expire 6/30/13
Councilor Neale motioned to accept 2012-064, Councilor Gilday second. Voted - Unanimous

2012-046
An Order to accept Massachusetts General Law Chapter 44, Section 55C, establishing a municipal affordable housing trust fund and establish the Amesbury Housing Trust – Councilor Lavoie, McMilleon sponsor

Summary:  The purpose of this Bill is to accept Massachusetts General Law Chapter 44, Section 55C, establishing a municipal affordable housing trust fund and to establish the Amesbury Housing Trust by adopting the format of The Amesbury Housing Trust attached hereto. In January 2005, the state legislature passed legislation allowing the creation of municipal housing trusts, which are a vehicle for cities and towns to better plan for, fund and develop affordable housing to benefit low and moderate income households. This new mechanism addresses the statewide issue of housing production, but more importantly, gives cities and town’s greater control and flexibility in creating housing that is right for each community.
Councilor Lavoie Motioned to continue 2012-046 to the September 11th council meeting, Councilor McMilleon second  Voted - Unanimous
Second Readings – None at this time.

First Readings

2012-065
Accept a $583,772 grant from 2011 Assistance to Firefighters SAFER program. – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary: The Amesbury Fire Department has been awarded a grant totaling $583,772.00. The SAFER grant program is designed to restore any firefighters that have been laid off due to budget constraints and bring the compliment back to its original levels. This grant will restore manning for the safety of the community by rehiring 4 positions for a period of 2 years as it relates to Base pay wages and benefits.
Councilor McMilleon motioned to send 2012-065 to the Finance Committee and schedule a public hearing at the August 7th Council meeting, Councilor Neale second. Voted - Unanimous
2012-066
 A Resolution to inform the Mayor as to the Council’s expectations for the Administration’s activities with the relocation of the DPW’s Water St. facility – Councilor Lavoie sponsor

Summary:
A Resolution to inform the Mayor as to the City Council’s expectations, should the Council vote to approve the requested Appropriation, for the Administration’s activities in connection with the relocation of the DPW’s Water Street facilities from Water Street in the Lower Mill Yard to South Hunt Road.

Councilor Lavoie motioned to table 2012-066 to the September 11th Council meeting, Councilor Gilday second.  Voted - Unanimous
Councilor Neale motioned to accept the late file, Councilor McMilleon second. Voted 8 Yes, 1 No (Gilday)
Late File
2012-067
A Resolution to explore the feasibility of establishing wireless internet technology at the City Hall auditorium for public meetings. – Councilor Scorzoni sponsor

Summary:   A Resolution requesting that the City Council, working with the City Clerk, determines the feasibility of establishing wireless internet access for public meetings at City Hall. The goal of this resolution to determine whether the incorporation of such technology will enable more productive public meetings through the use of internet-connected devices, while reducing staff time, paper, and printing costs.
Councilor Lavoie motioned to accept 2012-067, a resolution to determine the feasibility of establishing wireless internet access, Councilor McClure second. 8 Yes, 1 Not present (McMilleon)

12.
Adjourn 10:05
Respectfully submitted,

Assistant City Clerk

