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Municipal Council Meeting

09-11-2012


Amesbury Municipal Council Meeting
Tuesday, September 11, 2012

7:00PM City Hall Auditorium
Call to Order 7:07PM
Roll Call: Allen Neale, Christian Scorzoni, Robert Gilday, James Kelcourse, Derek Kimball, Robert Lavoie, Donna McClure, Joseph McMilleon
Anne Ferguson – absent

Vice President Gilday opened the meeting with a moment of silence for September 11th.

Pledge of Allegiance – Councilor Neale

Act on minutes – June 19, 2012 and July 10, 2012

Councilor Neale motioned to accept as submitted, Councilor McMilleon second

Voted - Unanimous

Late File
Councilor Kelcourse motioned to accept the late files, Councilor Lavoie second. Voted – Unanimous
2012-082
Nancy Platt – Cultural Council term to expire 6/30/2015

Councilor Lavoie motioned to accept 2012-082 as presented, Councilor Neale second.

Voted - Unanimous

2012-083
Raymond Drouin – Health Care Trust Commission term to expire 6/30/2015
Councilor Lavoie motioned to accept 2012-083 as submitted, Councilor Kimball second.

Voted - Unanimous

2012-081
General Business License – Carriagetown Upholstery, 54 Main Street

Matthias Gottwald, 27 Pond Street attended to represent Carriagetown Upholstery. 
Councilor Lavoie motioned to accept as per the usual stipulations, Councilor McMilleon second.

Voted – Unanimous

Mayoral Appointments – None at this time.

Licenses & Permits

2012-070
Junk Dealer License – Mill 77 Trading Co., 49 Macy St.  (address change)

Juliette Bergeron attended to represent Mill 77 Trading Co., she stated she moved from 77 Elm Street to 49 Macy Street.

Councilor Kelcourse motioned to accept per the usual stipulations, Councilor Neale second.

Voted - Unanimous

2012-071
Common Victualler License – Riverside Lounge, 37 Main St 

Lewis Fojtik, 171 Standish Road of Needham Ma stated this represents a change of ownership from Murphy’s Riverside. He stated there will be a few changes to cater to a more mixed older clientele.

Councilor Neale motioned to accept per the usual stipulations, Councilor Kelcourse second.

Voted - Unanimous 

2012-072
Dine,Dance & Entertainment – Riverside Lounge, 37 Main St

Councilor Neale moved to accept 2012-072 as per the usual stipulations, Councilor Kimball second.
Voted - Unanimous

2012-073
Automatic Amusement – Riverside Lounge, 37 Main St

Councilor Neale motioned to accept 2012-073 as per the usual stipulations, Councilor McMilleon second.  Voted -Unanimous

2012-074
General Business License – JNP Dance Academy, 58 Macy St, Unit #5

Councilor Lavoie motioned to approve 2012-074 per the usual stipulations, Councilor Neale second.                    

Voted - Unanimous
2012-075
Common Victualler License – Subway, 105 Main St (change of ownership)

Mr. Jitendra Patel stated his wife will be managing the store everything will remain the same. It’s just a change of ownership.

Councilor Neale motioned to approve 2012-075 per the usual stipulations, Councilor McMilleon second.  Voted - Unanimous

Correspondence

a.
President/Vice President Communications

b.
Communication from Elected Officials, Boards and Commissions


Councilor Neale submitted the minutes of the Audit Committee dated August 28, 2012 and 
read them into the record.


Councilor Lavoie moved to accept the Audit Committee minutes as submitted, Councilor 
Kimball second.  Voted - Unanimous

c.
Council Communications, Announcements and Committee Reports

Public Comment

Rosemary Werner, 11 Martin Road – Ms. Werner along with Chief Gagnon and the Mayor came up with an anti bullying program to enhance programs already in place in the school system. Their program called “Be A Buddy Not A Bully” will kick off on October 1st, the start of anti bullying month. They will be handing out bracelets in school colors that will read “be a buddy not a bully”. 
She noted the Mayor’s Office has made it official; no signs are to be hung on the gazebo outside the Library. A committee has been formed to paint the gazebo and Vermett’s Supermarket has pledged to donate whiskey barrels and plants. 
Jim Thivierge, 106 Friend Street – Mr. Thivierge spoke regarding school choice, the graduation rate and absenteeism within the Amesbury Schools. He believes it is time for some policy changes.
Public Hearings

2012-046
An Order to accept Massachusetts General Law Chapter 44, Section 55C, establishing a municipal affordable housing trust fund and establish the Amesbury Housing Trust – Councilor Lavoie, McMilleon sponsor
Summary:  The purpose of this Bill is to accept Massachusetts General Law Chapter 44, Section 55C, establishing a municipal affordable housing trust fund and to establish the Amesbury Housing Trust by adopting the format of The Amesbury Housing Trust attached hereto. In January 2005, the state legislature passed legislation allowing the creation of municipal housing trusts, which are a vehicle for cities and towns to better plan for, fund and develop affordable housing to benefit low and moderate income households. This new mechanism addresses the statewide issue of housing production, but more importantly, gives cities and town’s greater control and flexibility in creating housing that is right for each community.
Vice President Gilday opened the public hearing on 2012-046.
Councilor Lavoie stated the purpose of this bill is for Amesbury to set up an Affordable Housing Trust. 

Joseph Fahey, Director Community and Economic Development – Mr. Fahey stated the statistics used to determine affordable housing in Amesbury are based on the Boston SMSA. Housing developed in accordance with Chapter 40B are required to meet those standards which are much more applicable to greater Boston not Amesbury.  The creation of an affordable housing trust will give Amesbury greater control and flexibility in creating housing that is right for Amesbury. The units could be foreclosed properties. Funding could come from grants, donations and developers wanting to buy out of affordable housing options. 
Councilor Kelcourse asked if the Trust would have any impact on the budget. Mr. Fahey stated he does not envision hiring any staff right now they will all be volunteers.  Any appropriations would have to come through the council. He hopes the trust will be self supporting and generate its own revenues. Councilor Kelcourse asked why wouldn’t, the individuals who are donating large sums of money to the trust buy the properties or donate money to individuals directly. Mr. Fahey feels the donors may want to stay in their area of expertise be it financial or some other business. Councilor Kelcourse feels this could be costly to the City and believes there are numerous affordable houses and condominiums available because of the market. Mr. Fahey stated a lot of those units are in undesirable locations and even at $120,000 low income people have a hard time breaking into the market. The Trust would help them in a number of ways including renovations with the help of the Housing Rehab Program and assistance with down payments.
Councilor Scorzoni asked what the percentage is of our affordable housing stock. Mr. Fahey stated we are under seven percent and we should be at ten percent to block 40B projects. Councilor Scorzoni stated the goal of the Trust is to get above ten percent affordable housing.
Councilor Lavoie stated the Mayor would appoint 5 to 9 people subject to City Council approval and they must be current residents of Amesbury. People who want to further the goals of affordable housing in Amesbury. 
Councilor Neale stated of all the 40B projects in Amesbury most of the affordable housing units are too expensive and quite often go to people outside of Amesbury because our residents can’t afford them. Through this Trust we would be able to make available affordable units to people who live in this town. 
Councilor Kimball is still trying to decide if this trust is a good fit for Amesbury. He believes there needs to be more discussions on other possible funding mechanisms. At this point he is not comfortable the way the trust is laid out, it’s specific in some areas and vague in other areas.  He would like to look at other communities; how their funded, where the money comes from, is it tax dollars through a CPA, banks or donations. 
Councilor McClure would like to look into some of the other communities that have adopted a Trust and see what the net results are before jumping in. She will need a lot more information before she is ready to vote for this. Specifically that the law says there could be paid employees and she is being told they are all volunteers.
Councilor Gilday wants clarification about the residency requirements.

Claude Gonthier, 112 Kimball Road – Mr. Gonthier feels it would be appropriate to help the elderly who have been in their homes for a long time who can not afford them any more. 
Jane Snow, Fern Ave. – Ms. Snow feel this is a nice idea however; it only benefits a small number of people. She also feels helping the elderly is more appropriate.
James Thivierge, 106 Friend St. – Mr. Thivierge does not feel the trust would be good for Amesbury. He wants the council to talk to the Assessor before voting.
Councilor Scorzoni stated Mr. Fahey has put together mechanism to create flexibility on how Amesbury reaches its affordable housing goals. The City is currently under the 10% threshold for 40B subjecting us to other peoples goals and developments. He does not want to delay this and is strongly in favor of it and ready to vote on it tonight. 
Councilor Kelcourse suggested an amendment to the bill stating there would never be any municipal funds appropriated for the trust.
Vice President Gilday closed the public hearing.

Councilor Lavoie motioned to table 2012-046, Councilor McClure second.

Roll Call Vote – 6 Yes (Gilday, Kelcourse, Kimball, Lavoie, McClure McMilleon), 2 No (Scorzoni, Neale)

Recess 9:35PM

Second Readings

2012-066
 A Resolution to inform the Mayor as to the Council’s expectations for the Administration’s activities with the relocation of the DPW’s Water St. facility – Councilor Lavoie sponsor

Summary:
A Resolution to inform the Mayor as to the City Council’s expectations, should the Council vote to approve the requested Appropriation, for the Administration’s activities in connection with the relocation of the DPW’s Water Street facilities from Water Street in the Lower Mill Yard to South Hunt Road.

Councilor McMilleon motioned to approve 2012-066 with the amendments Councilor Lavoie has made, Councilor McClure second.
Roll Call Vote – 8 Yes (Neale, Scorzoni, Gilday, Kelcourse, Kimball, Lavoie, McClure, McMilleon)
First Readings

Vice President Gilday asked the Mayor’s office to provide the councilors with a copy of all four previous contracts and to have all the new contracts on the web page as soon as possible.

Councilor McMilleon would like a comparison kind of summary sheet of the existing contracts and what changed in the new contracts.

2012-076
Appropriate $42,000 to fund FY2013 employment agreement with the Amesbury Police Officers Union 7/1/2012 – 6/30/2015 – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:
This appropriation will fund the FY2013 portion of the recently negotiated three (3) year labor contract between the City of Amesbury and the Amesbury Police Officers Union 

Councilor Kelcourse motioned to send 2012-076 to the Finance and Ordinance committees and schedule a public hearing at the October 9th Municipal Council meeting, Councilor McClure second.

Voted - Unanimous
2012-077
Appropriate $30,500 to fund the FY2013 employment agreement with the International Association of Firefighters 7/1/2012 – 6/30/2015 – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:
This appropriation will fund the FY2013 portion of the recently negotiated three (3)


year labor contract with the International Association of Firefighters.  

Councilor Kelcourse motioned to send 2012-077 to the Finance and Ordinance committees and schedule a public hearing at the October 9th Municipal Council meeting, Councilor McClure second.

Voted - Unanimous
2012-078
Appropriate $24,400 to fund the FY2013 employment agreement with the Office and Professional Employees International Union 7/1/2012 – 6/30/2015 – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:
This appropriation will fund the FY2013 portion of the recently negotiated three (3)


year labor contract with OPEIU.

Councilor Kelcourse motioned to send 2012-078 to the Finance and Ordinance committees and schedule a public hearing at the October 9th Municipal Council meeting, Councilor Kimball second.

Voted - Unanimous
2012-079
Appropriate $23,500 to fund the FY2013 employment agreement with the AFL-CIO Local 939 7/1/2012 – 6/30/2015 – Mayor Kezer sponsor.

Summary:
This appropriation will fund the FY2013 portion of the recently negotiated three (3) year labor contract with AFL-CIO Local 939.

Councilor Kelcourse motioned to send 2012-079 to the Finance and Ordinance committees and schedule a public hearing at the October 9th Municipal Council meeting, Councilor McClure second.

Voted - Unanimous
2012-080
Melanson Heath & Co. 3 year agreement 2012-2014 – Councilor Neale sponsor

Summary: To select the Auditor to annually conduct the Audit of the City’s financial position. Therefore the Audit Committee respectfully submits the following Letter of Intent to the Council for its perusal and acceptance of Melanson Heath & Co. to conduct the Audit for FY2012 through FY2014.

Councilor Lavoie motioned to send 2012-080 to the Finance and Ordinance Committees and schedule a public hearing at the October 9th Municipal Council meeting, Councilor McClure second.

Voted – Unanimous

Adjourn – 9:50PM 
Councilor McClure motioned to adjourn, Councilor McMilleon second.
Respectfully Submitted,

Assistant City Clerk
