Municipal Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, January 10, 2012

7:00PM Town Hall Auditorium

Call to Order 7:05PM

Pledge of Allegiance – Councilor Gilday

Roll Call: Robert Gilday, James Kelcourse, Derek Kimball, Robert Lavoie, Donna McClure, Joseph McMilleon, Allen Neale, Christian Scorzoni, Anne Ferguson
Councilor Lavoie motioned to accept late files 2012-009 and 2012-010, Councilor Kimball second – Voted Unanimous

2012-009 
Appointment to Cultural Council – Steve Robinson term to expire 6/30/15

Mr. Robinson of 71 Prospect Street attended and stated he kept seeing in the newspaper that there was an opening on the Cultural Council and art has always been important to him and his children so he decided to apply.

Councilor Lavoie motioned to confirm the appointment of Steve Robinson to the Cultural Council term to expire 6/30/2015, Councilor Kelcourse second – Voted Unanimous

2012-010
Common Victualler License (renewal) – Burger King, 133 Macy Street

Councilor Lavoie motioned to accept as submitted per the usual stipulations including the new dumpster stipulation, Councilor McMilleon second. – Voted - Unanimous
Licenses & Permits

2012-004
Pleasant Valley Marina – Common Victualler 2012 renewal

Councilor McMilleon motioned to approve 2012-004 as submitted per the usual stipulations, Councilor Kimball second. – Voted - Unanimous

2012-005
N. E. Roofing & Waterproofing, 46 Kimball Rd – General Business License

Mr. Joseph Morello, 46 Kimball Road attended and stated he will not be storing any equipment or chemicals at his house, it is strictly an office. 

Councilor Neale motioned to accept 2012-005 as submitted per the usual stipulations, Councilor McClure second  - Voted Unanimous 
2012-006
Four Gates Healing Center, 7 Market Sq – General Business License

Ms. Rosemary Dobosz, 3 Woodlawn Street attended and stated Four Gates will be a healing center that will have acupuncture, yoga, Qigong, massage and other services currently evolving.

Councilor Kimball motioned to accept 2012-006 as per the usual stipulations, Councilor Scorzoni second.  Voted - Unanimous

Correspondence

a.
President/Vice President Communications

2012-008
Town Clerk Reappointment – 3 year term

Councilor Kelcourse motioned to accept 2012-008, Councilor McMilleon second.
Voted - Unanimous

President Ferguson read a letter from Mayor Kezer asking for one Councilor to sit on a newly developed Space Needs Committee for the whole school district along with two members from the community at large.

b.
Communication from Elected Officials, Boards and Commissions

2012-007
Declare vacancy - Board of Library Trustees
President Ferguson read a resignation letter from David Oxton. She stated applications will be accepted at the Clerk’s Office until February 3rd.

c.
Council Communications, Announcements and Committee Reports

Public Comment

Eric Bezansen, 115 Whitehall Road – Mr. Bezansen followed up on his comments from the last meeting regarding selling off town owned properties. He questioned the need for an elevator and gym at the School Street Fire Station. 
Claude Gonthier, 112 Kimball Road – Mr. Gonthier commented on the dismal voter turn out at the local election. 
James Thivierge, 106 Friend Street – Mr. Thivierge would like the Council to review Ordinance 2000-145.  

Council Response to Public Comment

Councilor Neale responded to Mr. Thivierge stating the tax rate is not impacted by the water rate, it is an enterprise fund. The water rate was raised because of the timing of a long term bond for the water treatment facility. 

Councilor Gilday responding to Mr. Bezansen, he believes because of the Americans with Disabilities Act the elevator is necessary because of the extent of the rehabilitation of the fire station. He is in favor of the gym to keep the firefighters in good physical shape. He is also disappointed with the low voter turn out.

Councilor McClure believes Mr. Thivierge is not only talking about the high water rates affecting the town it is a cumulative effect of high water rates, high tax rates and lower property values. The council needs to be more conscious of every single approval they put forth and look closer to save money. She is not in favor of a gym in the fire house.
Councilor Kelcourse in not in favor with a gym in the fire house, there is already a gym in the police station.

President Ferguson agrees with Mr. Gonthier about the dismal voter turn out, she is incredibly disappointed. She urges everyone to get out and vote, run for office and not take for granted the right to vote.
Councilor Scorzoni introduced himself as the new District Two Councilor and thanked everyone for giving him the opportunity to serve.

Public Hearings -  None at this time.

Second Readings – None at this time.

First Readings – None at this time.

Councilor McMilleon motioned to adjourn, Councilor Neale second – Voted Unanimous
Adjourn 7:45PM
Respectfully Submitted,

Assistant Town Clerk

Workshop – 8th Session Municipal Council Rules

Tuesday, January 10, 2012 @ 7:45PM

Town Hall Auditorium

President Ferguson passed out the list of council committees and asked the Councilors to sign up for their choice of committees.

Bonnijo Kitchin, Town Clerk passed out information concerning public comment and council meeting decorum. She pointed out the difference between public comment and public hearings. Public Comment is used for any topic that does not have its own public hearing scheduled at the council meeting. Any member of the public desiring to address the council shall fill out a public comment request form to be handed to the Council President; the time allowed is 3 minutes. It is for comment only not back and forth debate with the council. The council response to public comment shall address the topic and not the person making the comment.

The council discussed what would be the best way to get answers/information to the people who have questions during public comment. Sometimes the answers are not readily available and sometimes the person asking the question leaves before the council has a chance to answer. It was decided the best way would be to have the request specifically written down. The speaker request form will amended for that request. The Clerk’s Office will send the request for information or question to the appropriate department and at the next council meeting it will be addressed at council response to public comment.  

The Town Clerk stressed how important it is to make motions and amendments to motions in order and clearly spoken so they can be reflected in the minutes accurately. All motions should be made and then reiterated through the chair. 
Under the topic of Licenses and Permits it was suggested to add on the agenda “subject to all applicable stipulations”. After a discussion it was determined to put “subject to all applicable stipulations” on the license applications. 
Adjourn 8:40PM
