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Municipal Council Minutes


Amesbury Municipal Council Minutes
Tuesday, October 9, 2012

7:00PM City Hall Auditorium

Call to Order: 7:07PM
Pledge of Allegiance – Councilor Scorzoni
Roll Call: Christian Scorzoni, Derek Kimball, Robert Lavoie, Donna McClure, Joseph McMilleon, Robert Gilday, Allen Neale, Anne Ferguson
James Kelcourse arrived 7:15pm.

Act on minutes – September 11, 2012

Councilor Lavoie motioned to accept as submitted, Councilor McMilleon second

Voted 8 Yes - Unanimous

Mayoral Appointments – None at this time.

Licenses & Permits

2012-087
Class II Auto License – Smart Mart Auto, 17 Haverhill Rd.

Najib Daaboul appeared to represent Smart Mart Auto stating that he will be selling quality pre owned vehicles and provide excellent service. This is a transfer from Farco.
Councilor Lavoie motioned to approve as per the usual stipulations, Councilor McClure second.
Voted – 8 Yes - Unanimous

2012-086
General Business License – Lectric Connection, 79 Elm Street

Richard Sander appeared to represent Lectric Connections stating he owns the building and business. He will be buying and selling circuit breakers both residential and commercial.
Councilor Kimball motioned to accept 2012-086 per the usual stipulations, Councilor Scorzoni second. Voted – 8 Yes – Unanimous
Correspondence

a.
President/Vice President Communications

Councilor Gilday thanked the Chamber and everyone who participated in the Fire Ball Run. The event went over so well that Amesbury is going to be considered as a Host community in four years.

b.
Communication from Elected Officials, Boards and Commissions

2012-084
Board of Library Trustees – declare vacancy (Johanna Hoyt Kimball)

President Ferguson read Johanna Hoyt Kimball’s resignation letter into the record. She thanked Johanna Hoyt Kimball for her amazing work on the Board of Library Trustees. A joint meeting with the Board of Library Trustees is scheduled for November 13th.
Councilor Lavoie motioned to accept with regret the resignation of Johanna Hoyt Kimball and declared her seat vacant, Councilor Neale second.  Voted – 9 Yes
President Ferguson stated anyone interested in applying for the seat can send applications to the City Clerks office by November 2nd.

2012-061
Ordinance Committee - vacancy
President Ferguson stated two people have applied to fill the vacancy on the Ordinance Committee, Ms. Sheila Casey and Mr. James Thivierge.
Ms. Sheila Casey stated she has lived in Amesbury for 14 years and is an Attorney in the field of Legal Services for low income people. She is currently the Executive Director of Neighborhood Legal Services which serves Essex County and Middlesex County. Councilor Scorzoni asked Ms. Casey if she has had any municipal experience and she replied mostly non profit organizations but is very familiar with the legislative process. 
Mr. James Thivierge stated he has a master’s degree in Public Administration, BA in American Studies and has taught college. He worked in the state tax department and did all the data and interaction with all the cities and towns. He worked in banking for over 22 years and runs a local dba entity called Think 2000. 
President Ferguson asked for nominations.

Councilor McClure nominated Mr. Thivierge, Councilor Neale second.

Councilor Lavoie nominated Ms. Casey, Councilor Gilday second.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Thivierge – (Kelcourse, McClure, Neale) 3 Yes

Ms. Casey – (Scorzoni, Kimball, Lavoie, McMilleon, Gilday, Ferguson) 6 Yes

2012-085
November 6, 2012 State Election Warrant

Ms. Bonnijo Kitchin, City Clerk explained the warrant and reminded everyone that the last day to register to vote is October 17th. She stated the election will be held at the High School in the cafeteria and all future elections will be held there. She will be notifying all households with registered voters, it will be in the paper and electronic signs will be placed on the street in strategic locations by the Police Department.
Councilor Gilday read the November, 2012 State Election Warrant into the record.

Councilor Neale motioned to accept 2012-085 as presented, Councilor Kimball second.
Voted – Unanimous 
c.
Council Communications, Announcements and Committee Reports

Public Comment
James Thivierge, 106 Friend Street – Mr. Thivierge would like to see more information leading into the classification hearing such as market base, income assessments and what costs assessments are when talking about shifting the burden. 

Mike Greaney, 50 Orchard Street – Mr. Greaney stated he started to watch the Council meeting at home and could not hear what was being said. He wants the Mayor to fix the sound system so that the taxpayers can watch the meetings from home.
Jane Snow, Fern Ave – Ms. Snow agrees with Mr. Greaney, the Mayor needs to get the sound system fixed. She is against the three minute timer for public comment when there are only a few people attending the meetings. 

Melissa Lachance, Director of the Chamber of Commerace – Ms. Lachance thanked everyone for making the Fire Ball Run a success.

Council Response to Public Comment

Councilor Gilday agrees with Mr. Greaney, the sound system needs to be fixed. He will be asking the Mayor to make it a priority.

Councilor Kimball thinks it would be helpful to hear from the Assessor as we approach the tax classification hearing either through written communication or ask her to come to a meeting.
Public Hearings

2012-046
An Order to accept Massachusetts General Law Chapter 44, Section 55C, establishing a municipal affordable housing trust fund and establish the Amesbury Housing Trust – Councilor Lavoie, McMilleon sponsor
Summary:  The purpose of this Bill is to accept Massachusetts General Law Chapter 44, Section 55C, establishing a municipal affordable housing trust fund and to establish the Amesbury Housing Trust by adopting the format of The Amesbury Housing Trust attached hereto. In January 2005, the state legislature passed legislation allowing the creation of municipal housing trusts, which are a vehicle for cities and towns to better plan for, fund and develop affordable housing to benefit low and moderate income households. This new mechanism addresses the statewide issue of housing production, but more importantly, gives cities and town’s greater control and flexibility in creating housing that is right for each community.
Councilor Gilday read 2012-046 into the record.

President Ferguson opened the public hearing.

James Thivierge, 106 Friend Street – Mr. Thivierge asked the council to vote against 2012-046.
President Ferguson closed the public hearing.

Councilor Neale read the Finance Committee recommendation to approve as submitted.

Councilor Lavoie read the Ordinance Committee recommendation which was no recommendation but a suggestion that there be a sunset clause in it.

Councilor Lavoie motion to amend bill 2012-046 to add the following paragraph:
Provided, however, that the Trustees of the proposed Amesbury Housing Trust shall receive no salary and shall remain uncompensated for their services, and that the Amesbury Housing Trust contain a ten-year sunset clause terminating the trust on December 31, 2022 unless the duration of the Amesbury Housing Trust is extended by a majority vote of the City Council and Mayoral approval in accordance with M.G.L. Ch. 44, S 55C as set forth on the attached revision to the Amesbury Housing Trust.

And, as so amended that Bill 2012-0046 be approved and that the revised form of the Amesbury Housing Trust, as so amended and presented to the Council tonight, be adopted and that the Mayor be authorized to appoint (without further approval by the Council being necessary ) the 3 Temporary Trustees provided that one such appointee shall be a member of the City Council, one shall be a member of the Planning Board, and the third shall be any other resident of the City of Amesbury as the Mayor shall decide in his sole and absolute discretion; and said 3 Temporary Trustees once qualified and sworn in by the City Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to cause the attached form of the Amesbury Housing Trust to be duly executed, notarized, and recorded with the Registry of Deeds.

Councilor Gilday second.

Roll Call Vote – 9 Yes (Scorzoni, Kelcourse, Kimball, Lavoie, McClure, McMilleon, Gilday, Neale, Ferguson)

Council Communications
Park Renovation Committee, Michelle Sanchez, Kellyn Nahas, Jennifer Hawrylciw, Jennifer Gravelle, Sarah Chapman (unable to attend). 
The Park Renovation Committee is proud to present to the City of Amesbury the donation of playground equipment at the Amesbury City Park. The equipment consists of a play structure for ages 2-5, a play structure for ages 5-12, 4 banks of swings including 1 molded ADA swing, 3 belt swings and 4 toddler swings, 2 tire swing banks and 2 basketball posts, backboards and hoops totaling $76,486.00.  The PRC also provided site work, hardscaping and landscaping including but not limited to rock retaining walls, concrete stairs, playground mulch and brick pavers at a value of $46,100.  
They thanked the City for all their support and help to make the renovations happen. 

Phase II will consist of more play structures valued at approximately $60,000 and possibly some shade structures be it trees or man made structures.
2012-076
Appropriate $42,000 to fund FY2013 employment agreement with the Amesbury Police Officers Union 7/1/2012 – 6/30/2015 – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:
This appropriation will fund the FY2013 portion of the recently negotiated three (3) year labor contract between the City of Amesbury and the Amesbury Police Officers Union 

Councilor Lavoie read the recommendation of the Ordinance Committee which was to send back to the Municipal Council with no recommendation because it is a financial matter.

Councilor Neale read the recommendation of the Finance Committee to accept as submitted. 
President Ferguson opened the public hearing.

James Thivierge, 106 Friend Street – Mr. Thivierge wants the Council to be cognizant of the mounting expense with all unions.

Jane Snow, 45 Fern Ave. – Ms. Snow wants the departments to pay for the increases for FY13 in the current budgets. 

Claude Gonthier, 112 Kimball Rd. – Mr. Gonthier want the increases in FY13 to be funded out of the current budget.
President Ferguson closed the public hearing.

Councilor Gilday read 2012-076 into the record.

Councilor Lavoie motioned to fund the FY2013 employment agreement between the City and the Police Union be approved as submitted, Councilor Gilday second.
Councilor McClure motioned to amend Councilor Lavoie’s motion to add; that it is taken from the existing, recently approved budget, Councilor Scorzoni second.

Discussion on different options continued with the councilors including taking the money from free cash or from the existing budget. Some councilors feel the budget was looked at very closely during the budget hearings and feel there isn’t any extra dollars for the department to take from the existing budget especially when some line item costs have already gone up. Going forward they feel the city just can’t afford to continue to give 2 and 3% salary increases every year. 
Vote to approve amendment to Councilor Lavoie’s initial motion to approve as submitted.

Roll Call Vote: 3 Yes (Scorzoni, Kelcourse, McClure), 6 No (Kimball, Lavoie, McMilleon, Gilday, Neale, Ferguson)

Motion fails.

Vote to approve Councilor Lavoie’s original motion.

Roll Call Vote:  8 Yes (Scorzoni, Kelcourse, Kimball, Lavoie, McMilleon, Gilday, Neale, Ferguson)
1 No (McClure)

2012-077
Appropriate $30,500 to fund the FY2013 employment agreement with the International Association of Firefighters 7/1/2012 – 6/30/2015 – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:
This appropriation will fund the FY2013 portion of the recently negotiated three (3)


year labor contract with the International Association of Firefighters.  

President Ferguson read 2012-077 into the record.

Councilor Neale read the recommendation of the Finance Committee to send back to the Municipal Council with no recommendation.

Councilor Lavoie read the recommendation of the Ordinance Committee to send back to the Municipal Council with no recommendation.

President Ferguson opened the public hearing and closed the public hearing.

Councilor Gilday motioned to accept 2012-077, Councilor Lavoie second.

Roll Call Vote: 8 Yes (Scorzoni, Kelcourse, Kimball, Lavoie, McMilleon, Gilday, Neale, Ferguson) 

1 No (McClure)
2012-078
Appropriate $24,400 to fund the FY2013 employment agreement with the Office and Professional Employees International Union 7/1/2012 – 6/30/2015 – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:
This appropriation will fund the FY2013 portion of the recently negotiated three (3)


year labor contract with OPEIU.

President Ferguson read 2012-078 into the record.

Councilor Neale read the recommendation of the Finance Committee to approve as submitted.

Councilor Lavoie read the recommendation of the Ordinance Committee to send back to the Municipal Council with no recommendation.

Councilor Gilday motioned to approve 2012-078, Councilor Neale second.

President Ferguson opened and closed the public hearing.

Roll Call Vote: 8 Yes (Scorzoni, Kelcourse, Kimball, Lavoie, McMilleon, Gilday, Neale, Ferguson)

1 No (McClure)

2012-079
Appropriate $23,500 to fund the FY2013 employment agreement with the AFL-CIO Local 939 7/1/2012 – 6/30/2015 – Mayor Kezer sponsor.

Summary:
This appropriation will fund the FY2013 portion of the recently negotiated three (3) year labor contract with AFL-CIO Local 939.

President Ferguson read 2012-079 into the record.

Councilor Neale read the Finance Committee recommendation to approve as submitted.

Councilor Lavoie read the recommendation of the Ordinance Committee to send back to the Municipal Council with no recommendation.

Councilor Kimball recused from the vote.

President Ferguson opened and closed the public hearing.

Councilor Gilday motioned to approve 2012-079 as submitted, Councilor Neale second.

Roll Call Vote: 7 Yes (Scorzoni, Kelcourse, Lavoie, McMilleon, Gilday, Neale, Ferguson)

1 No (McClure), 1 Recuse (Kimball)
2012-080
Melanson Heath & Co. 3 year agreement 2012-2014 – Councilor Neale sponsor

Summary: To select the Auditor to annually conduct the Audit of the City’s financial position. Therefore the Audit Committee respectfully submits the following Letter of Intent to the Council for its perusal and acceptance of Melanson Heath & Co. to conduct the Audit for FY2012 through FY2014.

President Ferguson read 2012-080 into the record.
Councilor Neale read the recommendation of the Finance Committee to accept as submitted.

Councilor Lavoie read the recommendation of the Ordinance Committee to approve as submitted.

President Ferguson opened and closed the public hearing.

Councilor McMilleon motioned to accept 2012-080, Councilor Kelcourse second.
Roll Call Vote – 9 Yes (Scorzoni, Kelcourse, Kimball, Lavoie, McClure, McMilleon, Gilday, Neale, Ferguson)
Second Readings – None at this time.

First Readings

2012-088
Accept MGL Chapter 59, Section 5N  - Veterans Tax Bill – Councilors Kelcourse 
& Lavoie sponsor

Summary:  to accept Massachusetts General Law Chapter 59, Section 5N, in order to authorize Amesbury to establish a program to allow veterans, as defined in clause Forty-third of section 7 of chapter 4, to volunteer to provide services in exchange for a reduction in the real property tax obligations of that veteran on the veteran's tax bills, which reduction shall be in addition to any exemption or abatement to which that person is otherwise entitled. 

Earlier in 2012, the state legislature passed legislation allowing cities and towns to create a program to allow veterans to volunteer to provide services in exchange for a reduction in the real property tax obligations of that veteran on the veteran's tax bills, which reduction to be in addition to any exemption or abatement to which that person is otherwise entitled. This new mechanism addresses the statewide issue of reasonably assisting the growing ranks of our Veterans, but more importantly, gives cities and town’s greater flexibility in creating tax relief to veterans that is right for each community.
Councilor Gilday read 2012-088 into the record.

Councilor Lavoie moved to send 2012-088 to Finance and Ordinance Committees and schedule a public hearing, Councilor Neale second. 
12.
Adjourn

