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11-13-2012 Council Minutes


Municipal Council Minutes
Tuesday, November 13, 2012

7:00PM City Hall Auditorium

Call to Order – 7:02PM
Pledge of Allegiance – James Kelcourse
Roll Call – James Kelcourse, Derek Kimball, Donna McClure, Joseph McMilleon, Robert Gilday, Allen Neale, Christian Scorzoni, Anne Ferguson
Robert Lavoie has an excused absence.

Act on minutes – None at this time

2012-084
Joint meeting with Board of Library Trustees to fill vacancy
President Ferguson stated the joint meeting will be continued until the December 11th meeting due to lack of applicants.
Mayoral Appointments

2012-090
Appoint Helene Fowler – Representative to Community Action term exp 6/30/15

Helene Fowler expressed her desire to serve on Community Action.
Councilor Neale motioned to accept 2012-090, Councilor McMilleon second.

Voted - Unanimous

Licenses & Permits

2012-089
General Business License – Jonathan P. Mooers, 19 Main St.

Mr. Mooers explained his new business plan for a downtown art gallery representing more than 30 artists.
Councilor Scorzoni motioned to approve 2012-089, Councilor McClure second.

Voted - Unanimous

2012-096
General Business License – In Good Hands Therapeutic Massage, 








   110 Haverhill Road

Mary Ann Gulezian stated she has been practicing massage for twenty years and is now stepping out on her own starting her own business.

Councilor Kimball motioned to accept per the usual stipulations, Councilor Neale second.
Voted - Unanimous

Correspondence

a.
President/Vice President Communications


Councilor Scorzoni explained that the council is sending a letter to the Mayor to ask him to explore and encourage solar development.  A copy of the letter is filed at the Clerk’s Office.
b.
Communication from Elected Officials, Boards and Commissions

c.
Council Communications, Announcements and Committee Reports

Public Comment
Robert Desmarais, DPW Director and Laurie Pierce, DPW Administration Assistant gave a brief presentation on Solid Waste and Recycling. A copy of the presentation is attached.

James Thivierge, 106 Friend Street – Mr. Thivierge discussed the audit.
Jane Snow, 44 Fern Avenue – Ms. Snow asked about review of annual fees, quality of home broadcast, wi-fi in the auditorium, renovations of the Fire Department and city owned properties.
Council Response to Public Comment
Councilor Neale encouraged resident to fill out the annual census. It protects your right to vote and increases the amount of aid we receive from the state.
Councilor McClure thanked the City Clerk for all her work on the Presidential Election.
Councilor Kimball asked for a status report from the Mayor or Fire Chief on the Fire Station renovations. He would also like a status report on city owned properties.  He asked about the review of the annual fees, Councilor Neale stated they were reviewed two years ago.

Councilor Kelcourse also asked if there has been any progress on surplusing city owned properties. Mayor Kezer stated a report on surplus properties is being compiled. Then the Technical Assist Group will review the properties on a wide range of issues such as zoning, planning and restrictions.
Public Hearings

2012-088
Accept MGL Chapter 59, Section 5N - Veterans Tax Bill – Councilors Kelcourse 
& Lavoie sponsor

Summary:  to accept Massachusetts General Law Chapter 59, Section 5N, in order to authorize Amesbury to establish a program to allow veterans, as defined in clause Forty-third of section 7 of chapter 4, to volunteer to provide services in exchange for a reduction in the real property tax obligations of that veteran on the veteran's tax bills, which reduction shall be in addition to any exemption or abatement to which that person is otherwise entitled. 

Earlier in 2012, the state legislature passed legislation allowing cities and towns to create a program to allow veterans to volunteer to provide services in exchange for a reduction in the real property tax obligations of that veteran on the veteran's tax bills, which reduction to be in addition to any exemption or abatement to which that person is otherwise entitled. This new mechanism addresses the statewide issue of reasonably assisting the growing ranks of our Veterans, but more importantly, gives cities and town’s greater flexibility in creating tax relief to veterans that is right for each community.
Councilor Kelcourse explained how this benefit would afford tax relief in addition to any other tax benefits available to veterans as defined by MGL Ch 4 Sec 7 43rd clause. 
Councilor Neale read the Finance Committee recommendation to send back to the City Council with a recommendation to accept as submitted with the following change that we adjust the exemption in this clause by: (1) allowing an approved representative for persons physically unable to provide such services to the city or town; and (2) allowing the maximum reduction of the real property tax bill to be based on 125 volunteer service hours in a given tax year, rather than $1,000.00. 

 to adopt and it will be up to the Mayor to come up with a program much like the Senior program already available.
Councilor Gilday read the recommendation of the Ordinance Committee to approve as submitted.

Councilor Neale moved the motion of the Finance Committee, Councilor Gilday second.

Roll Call Vote - Unanimous

First Readings

2012-091
Adopt the Stretch Energy Code in the City of Amesbury – Councilor Scorzoni, Council President Freguson and Councilor Lavoie sponsor
Summary:  The “stretch code” is an appendix to the Massachusetts building energy code that allows cities and towns to choose a streamlined and more cost effective route to achieving approximately 20% better energy efficiency in new residential homes and for commercial buildings greater than 5,000 square feet.  As of October 18th, 122 municipalities have adopted this code. This performance-based system encourages the use of “Energy Star” rated appliances and products to meet this requirement. Adoption of the “stretch code” by the City of Amesbury is also a prerequisite in order to receive the designation of a Green Community by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, enabling the city to compete for approximately $10 million in annual grant funds from the state for energy efficiency and renewable activities. 
Councilor Neale referred 2012-091 to the Ordinance Committee, Finance Committee and Energy Task Force and with a recommendation from Denis Nadeau and Joseph Fahey, Councilor McMilleon second.
Voted - Unanimous

2012-092
Annual Classification Hearing – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:  On an annual basis, the City Council must vote on the issue of selecting a residential factor which will determine the percentage of the burden to be borne by each class of property.

Councilor Neale referred 2012-092 to the Finance Committee, Councilor Gilday second.
Voted - Unanimous

2012-093 - Vote to increase the exemption amount of qualified applicants – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:  On an annual basis, the City Council must vote to decide if the City of Amesbury shall increase the exemption amount of qualified applicants under the provisions of M.G.L.
Councilor Neale referred 2012-093 to the Finance Committee, Councilor McClure second.

Voted - Unanimous

2012 – 094 - To appropriate $114,000 of water retained earnings.   
Summary:  Appropriate $114,000 of water retained earnings to the FY2013 Water Budget.

Councilor Neale referred 2012-094 to the Finance Committee, Councilor McMilleon second.

Voted - Unanimous

2012-095 – A Resolution to accept a donation of playground equipment from the Park Renovation Committee – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary: The Park Renovation Committee is proud to present to the City of Amesbury the donation of playground equipment at the Amesbury Town Park. The equipment consists of a play structure for ages 2 – 5, a play structure for ages 5-12, 4 banks of swings including 1 molded ADA swing, 3 belt swings and 4 toddler swings, 2 tire swing banks and 2 basketball posts, backboards and hoops totaling $76,486.00. The PRC also provided site work, hard scraping and landscaping including but not limited to rock retaining walls, concrete stairs, and playground mulch and brick pavers at a value of $46,100.
Councilor Gilday motioned to accept 2012-095, Councilor McMilleon second.  

Voted - Unanimous

Councilor Kimball motioned to adjourn, Councilor McMilleon second.

Voted - Unanimous
Adjourn 8:55PM
Respectfully Submitted,

Assistant City Clerk

