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12/14/10 Council Minutes


Municipal Council Minutes
Tuesday, December 14, 2010

7:00PM Town Hall Auditorium

Call to Order 7:00PM
Pledge of Allegiance – Councilor Neale
Roll Call: Allen Neale, Mary Chatigny, Stephen Dunford, Anne Ferguson, Robert Gilday, Derek Kimball, Joseph McMilleon, Robert Lavoie
James Kelcourse arrived at 7:35
Act on minutes – October 12, 2010, November 9, 2010

October 12, 2010 – Councilor McMilleon motioned to accept as submitted, Councilor Kimball second – Voted 8 Yes, 1 Not present (Kelcourse)
November 9, 2010 – Councilor Ferguson motioned to accept as submitted, Councilor McMilleon second – Voted 8 Yes, 1 Not present (Kelcourse)

Mayoral Appointments – None at this time

Licenses & Permits

2010-104
Auto Class II – FARCO Auto Sales & Auto Repair, 41 Hillside Ave. 

Toufic Farhat represented Farco Auto Sales & Repair. 

It was stated that there will be between 20 and 25 cars on the lot, hours of operation 8AM-7PM seven days a week.

Councilor Ferguson motioned to approve 2010-104 as submitted, Councilor Gilday second.
Voted 8 Yes, 1 Not present (Kelcourse) 

2010-105
Common Victualler License – Crave Brasserie and Wine Bar, 32 Elm Street
Joshua Jordan represented Crave Brasserie and Wine Bar.

Councilor Neale moved for approval of 2010-105, Councilor McMilleon second.

Voted – 8 Yes, 1 Not Present (Kelcourse)

2010-106
General Business License – The Witches Cauldron, 19 Main Street
Forest Rangel represented The Witches Cauldron.
Councilor Dunford motioned to accept 2010-106 per the usual stipulations, Councilor Ferguson second.

Voted – 8 Yes, 1 Not Present (Kelcourse)

2010-107
Fortune Telling License – The Witches Cauldron, 19 Main Street
Forest Rangel represented The Witches Cauldron.

Councilor Lavoie asked if she is aware of the MGL’s regarding Fortune Telling.

Councilor Neale motioned to approve 2010-107, Councilor Dunford second.

Voted – 8 Yes, 1 Not Present (Kelcourse)

Councilor Dunford motioned to vote of 2010-108 – 2010-116 after second readings and public hearings, Councilor Ferguson second – Voted Unanimous

Public Comment

Kim Springis, 173 Lions Mouth Rd – Ms. Springis questioned the process of historical assessment and designation.
Paul Sullivan, 271 Main Street – Mr. Sullivan spoke on the matter of historical assessment.

Lars Johannessen, 6 Kendricks Court – Mr. Johannessen spoke on the matter of historical designation. 

Mario Pinierio, 4 Gardner Street – Mr. Pinierio spoke regarding free cash.

Bruce McBrien, 80 High Street, Bob Anderson, 14 Atlantic View – Mr. McBrien spoke regarding the trail system and the expansion of it. He asked the council to have a workshop to keep them informed. Mr. Anderson talked about the future access to the new Whittier Bridge.
Jerry Klimer, Rings Island, Salisbury, MA – Mr. Klimer spoke about the importance of connecting the Salisbury trails with Amesbury.
James Thivierge, 106 Friend St. – Mr. Thivierge spoke on the matter of the tax rate and the reevaluation.

Alison Lindstrom, 10 Wells St – Ms. Lindstrom would like to see the free cash returned to the taxpayers. She did not see the cable non profit tax approved through the council.
Dave Knight, 360 Main Street – Mr. Knight spoke in regards to the assessment process and the calculations and formulas used for Historical designation.

Mayor Kezer introduced his new Chief of Staff Jennifer Yem.
Council Response to Public Comment
Councilor Lavoie expressed his full confidence and support of the Assessor’s Department.
Councilor Gilday would like to set up a workshop with the Assessor and the full Council to answer questions or concerns anyone may have regarding real estate assessment. He would like the council to get more involved connecting Amesbury with the trails over to Salisbury.

Councilor Chatigny would like to see the council more pro active in connecting the Amesbury trails to Salisbury.

Councilor Dunford suggests Mr. McBrien contact the Mayor or one of the At Large councilors to see about setting up a work shop to share information about the trails. Councilor Dunford prefers to use free cash in the rainy day fund to lower the bond rate so in the future when we borrow money we will get a lower interest rate.
Councilor Neale stated the State has announced they are 2 billion dollars short and they will be looking at local aid cuts so right now would not be a good time to give back free cash to help with taxes. 
Councilor McMilleon would like to see a work shop scheduled on the assessment and evaluation process. 

Councilor Kelcourse feels this is not the time to give back free cash to the taxpayers.
Councilor Ferguson would be honored to sponsor a work shop on the connection of all the costal trails.

Councilor Kimball is in favor of a work shop for the assessment and evaluation process. He is not in favor of giving back the free cash as a one time rebate to the tax payers. It is better used for rainy day funds. 
Second Readings & Public Hearings

2010-100
An Order to hold the Annual Classification Hearing – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:  On an annual basis, the Municipal Council must vote on the issue of selecting a residential factor which will determine the percentage of the burden to be borne by each class of property.
President Lavoie read 2010-100 into the record.

Mayor Kezer urged the Council to vote to maintain the single tax rate (letter attached).
President Lavoie opened the public hearing.

Mary Marino, Assessor Town of Amesbury – Ms. Marino stated the vote tonight is on the selection of a residential factor, Open Space discount (the town does not have any), residential exemption (the Board of Assessors does not recommend) and Commercial Exemption (the Board of Assessors does not recommend). 

Discussion continued with the Councilors and the Assessor regarding the tax rate and the real estate values. 
President Lavoie opened the public hearing.
James Thivierge, 106 Friend St. – Mr. Thivierge spoke regarding the tax rate.

Mario Pinierio, 4 Gardner St. – Mr. Pinierio spoke regarding the tax rate, free cash and values.
Paul Sullivan, 271 Main St. – Mr. Sullivan spoke regarding historical designation.

Lars Johannessen, 6 Kendricks Ct. – Mr. Johannessen spoke regarding historical designation.

President Lavoie closed the public hearing.

That the Municipal Council vote on the issue of selecting a residential factor which will determine the percentage of tax burden to be borne by each class of property; vote open space discount; vote residential exemption; vote commercial exemption for fiscal year 2011.

1.
The Selection of a Residential Factor

A vote for a factor of one (1) establishes a single rate.
Councilor Neale motioned to adopt a residential factor of one, Councilor Dunford second.
Roll Call Voted - Unanimous

2.
An Open Space Discount  

Councilor Neal motioned to not adopt an Open Space Discount, Councilor Dunford second.

Roll Call Vote - Unanimous

3.
Residential Exemption 

Councilor Neal motioned to not adopt a Residential Exemption, Councilor Kelcourse second.
Roll Call Vote - Unanimous

4.
Commercial Exemption

Councilor Kelcourse motioned to not adopt a Commercial Exemption, Councilor McMilleon second.  
Roll Call Vote - Unanimous
2010-101
An Order to increase the exemption amount of qualified applicants – Mayor Kezer sponsor


Summary:  On an annual basis, the Municipal Council must vote to decide if the Town of Amesbury 
shall increase the exemption amount of qualified applicants under the provisions of M.G.L.
That the Municipal Council vote that the Town of Amesbury increase the exemption amount of qualified applicants under the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 59, Section 5, Clause 17E, Clause 22 through 22E, Clause 37A, Clause 41D, Clause 42 and Clause 43 by 100% as provided by Chapter 73, Section 4 of the Acts of 1986 as amended by Chapter 126 of the Acts of 1988.

President Lavoie read 2010-101 into the record.

Councilor Neale read the recommendation of the Finance Committee to increase the exemption amount of qualified applicants.

President Lavoie opened the public hearing; there were no requests to speak. The public hearing was closed.

Councilor McMilleon motioned to adopt as recommended by the Finance Committee, Councilor Neale second.
Roll Call Vote - Unanimous

2011 License Renewals – List Attached
2010-108
2011 Common Victualler License renewal
Councilor Neale motioned to approve per the usual stipulations, Councilor Gilday second.

Voted - Unanimous

2010-109
2011 General Business License renewal
Councilor Kimball motioned to approve per the usual stipulations, Councilor McMilleon second.

Voted - Unanimous

2010-110
2011 Dine, Dance & Entertainment renewal
Councilor McMilleon motioned to approve per the usual stipulations, Councilor Kimball second.

Voted - Unanimous

2010-111
2011 Automatic Amusement renewal
Councilor Gilday motioned to approve per the usual stipulations, Councilor Chatigny second.

Voted - Unanimous

2010-112
2011 Sunday Juke renewal
Councilor Ferguson motioned to approve per the usual stipulations, Councilor Chatigny second.

Voted - Unanimous

2010-113
2011 Inn Holders renewal
Councilor Ferguson motioned to approve per the usual stipulations, Councilor Kimball second.

Voted - Unanimous

2010-114
2011 Auto Class I
Councilor Ferguson motioned to approve per the usual stipulations, Councilor Chatigny second.

Voted - Unanimous

2010-115
2011 Auto Class II
Councilor Neale motioned to approve per the usual stipulations, Councilor Neale second.
Voted - Unanimous

2010-116
2011 Auto Class III
Councilor Ferguson motioned to approve per the usual stipulations, Councilor Chatigny second.

Voted - Unanimous
First Readings – None at this time

Correspondence


a.
President/Vice President Communications



2010-117  2011 Municipal Council – Regular meeting schedule


Councilor Neale motioned to adopt as submitted, Councilor McMilleon second.



Voted - Unanimous

b.
Communication from Elected Officials, Boards and Commissions



2010-118  Ad Hoc Advisory Committee – Election meeting location


Town Clerk Bonnijo Kitchin stated it was the consensus of the Board of Registrars there 

is a need to have a study to select a larger building space with more adequate parking 


to better serve the 11,000 plus registered voters.



Councilor Neale motioned to create the Election Ad Hoc Advisory Committee, Councilor 

Chatigny second. – Voted – 8 Yes, 1 not present (McMilleon)



c.
Council Communications, Announcements and Committee Reports

Councilor Gilday motioned to adjourn, Councilor Dunford second.
Adjourn 9:45PM
Respectfully Submitted,

Assistant Town Clerk

A full tape of this meeting can be found on the Town’s web site.
