Ordinance Committee Minutes
Tuesday, March 15, 2011

Town Hall Auditorium

7:30 p.m.
Meeting opened at 7:40 p.m.

Members present: Councilor Gilday, Leonard Johnson, Councilor Kimball, Councilor Kelcourse

Members absent: Christian Scorzoni

Councilor Neale and Councilor Lavoie were also in attendance.

Mr. Johnson moved to approve the minutes of October 5, 2010, October 19, 2010 and November 16, 2010 as submitted. Councilor Kimball seconded and it was voted Unanimous.
2011-11 A Request that the Municipal Council vote to place on the November 8, 2011 ballot the attached revisions to the Amesbury Home Rule Charter.

Summary: See attached revisions to the Amesbury Home Rule Charter as recommended by the Amesbury Charter Commission, which include revisions by the Mayor.
The Committee reviewed the red lined version of changes and made a list of sections that they felt they should come back to for discussion.

Page 4:

Section 2-8 and 2-10

Page 5

Section 3-3 and 3-4

Page 12:
Section 5-2

Page 14:
Section6-1a & b

Page 20:
Section 8-5 and 8-8

Page 24:
Section 9-5b

Page 25:
Section 9-5c, 9-7, 9-9 and 9-10

Page 27:
Section 10-6

When the discussion for section 8-5 came up Councilor Gilday opened up discussion with the public.

Claude Gonthier stated that he was in favor of 8-5 as voted by the last council in the original submission by the Mayor which was in the summer of 2009. He stated that the citizens have the right to the option to override something that will impact their finance for 20 years. He commented that there was never any controversy on this until the Mayor’s “typo”. There was no discussion on that section at all until the Mayor’s “typo”.
Councilor Lavoie stated that they should maybe look at the 1981 Charter.

Jim Chandler stated that he agreed with Mr. Gonthier’s statement.

Councilor Neale stated that the people’s power is through their councilors. He commented that if there were to be an organized group who chose to petition everything the city tried to do they could potentially paralyze the community.

Councilor Kelcourse stated that he is not against citizen referendum but 5% is too small a number for petitioners.

Councilor Kimball stated that the Capital Improvement Plan is really a collaborative between the Mayor and his Department Heads for the needs of the city; it is really a wish list. He suggested maybe putting a dollar figure in section 8-5.

No changes were recommended to section 8-5.

One change that was presented was that section 9-5b at the end of paragraph 3 should be changed by replacing “or fill the vacancy” with or to declare the seat vacant and to fill the vacancy.  Councilor Lavoie was going to speak with the Mayor regarding this change.

There were no more changes proposed to any of the remaining sections that were discussed.
Mr. Chandler questioned section 2-3 & 2-4 and the definition of 21 days. Does it mean work days or calendar days?

Councilor Gilday stated that it is defined as calendar days.

Mr. Chandler stated that he felt it should state that somewhere.

Councilor Kelcourse moved to recommend to the Municipal Council to act upon 2011-11 as per the attached revisions of the home rule charter.

Councilor Kimball seconded and it was voted Unanimous.

2010-093  Accept certain roads and easements within Pond Hill Subdivision for ownership by the public as public ways said roads being Spindletree Rd., Lancewood Dr., Tallowwood Ln., Chapman Way and Whitewood Cir. – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary: Initiates the procedure for acceptance of the public ways listed above.
Councilor Lavoie stated that the Mayor is getting close to having more information to present on this bill.
Councilor Gilday moved to table until more information is received. Mr. Johnson seconded and it was voted Unanimous.

Councilor Kimball moved to adjourn

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Dunning

Administrative Assistant
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