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Municipal Council Minutes

5/10/11


Amesbury Municipal Council Meeting
Tuesday, May 10, 2011

7:00PM Town Hall Auditorium

Call to Order 7:00PM

Pledge of Allegiance – Councilor Kimball

Roll Call – Derek Kimball, Allen Neale, Stephen Dunford, Anne Ferguson, Robert Gilday, Robert Lavoie

James Kelcourse arrived 7:07PM

Joseph McMilleon arrived 7:35PM

Mary Chatigny absent

Licenses & Permits

2011-014 Captain’s Cordials, LLC dba The Dockside Marina Café – Common Victualler

Lou Montaures represented Pleasant Valley Marina LLC. He stated the name Captain’s Cordials came about when they were pursuing a liquor license. They have rescinded that request and only want a common victuallers now. Therefore he would like the name to read Pleasant Valley Marina LLC.
Councilor Gilday motioned to approve per the usual stipulations, Councilor Ferguson second.
Voted – 6 Yes, 1 abstain (Kelcourse)

2011-022 Cherry Bomb Ice Cream Inc – Common Victualler

Robert Taylor represented Cherry Bomb Ice Cream. Mr. Taylor asked that his hours of operation be changed from 7am – 9pm to 7am – 10pm.

Councilor Ferguson motioned to approve per the usual stipulations, Councilor Neale second.

Voted – 7 Yes

2011-023 Robin Mulcahey dba Circa Vintage Wares & Chairs – Junk Dealer
Robin Mulcahey, 3 Wedgemere Rd., Beverly MA – Ms. Mulcahey represented circa Vintage Wares & Chairs. 
Councilor Neale moved to approve per the usual stipulations, Councilor Dunford second.
Voted – 7 Yes

2011-024 Edward Maccaro dba Merrimack Traders -   Junk Dealer

President Lavoie tabled 2011-024 until the June 14th meeting.

2011-025 Mill 77 Trading Co. – Junk Dealer
Juliette Bergeron, 4 Linwood Ave, Salem NH – Ms. Bergeron represented Mill 77 Trading Co. Ms. Bergeron asked that her hours on Saturday and Sunday be changed to 9am – 6pm.

Councilor Kelcourse motioned to approve 2011-025 per the usual stipulations, Councilor Neale second.

Voted – 7 Yes

2011-026 Absolute Auto – Class II Auto – Renewal

President Lavoie stated this is a renewal and it is not necessary for a representative to be present.
Councilor Gilday motioned to approve per the usual stipulations, Councilor Neale second.

Voted 7 Yes

2011-031 Sharie Camren dba Life Roots Healing Center – General Business License

President Lavoie tabled 2011-031 until the June 14th council meeting because there was not a representative present.

2011-032 Janice Valverde, LMT dba Valverde Massage – General Business License
President Lavoie tabled 2011-032 until the June 14th council meeting because there was not a representative present.
Public Comment

James Thivierge, 106 Friend St. – Mr. Thivierge discussed meeting notices and the budget.

Val Troyli, 9 Cushing St. – Mr. Troyli asked questions about the DPW move. The location, tie-in of the snow dump to the sewer treatment plant, cost of the land lease and clean up and moving costs at old site.
Mike Greaney, 50 Orchard St. – Mr. Greaney spoke regarding out sourcing teachers in special education.
Alex Turncott, 57 Pleasant Valley Rd. – Mr. Talcott is against out sourcing in the special education program.

Council Response to Public Comment

Councilor Kelcourse stated he does not want to see any teachers let go however; everything has to be looked at the help alleviate the burden on the budget. Councilor Kelcourse spoke to Mr. Troyli’s concern about liability issues at the land fill. He stated they would be the responsibility of Waste Management. Clean up of the old DPW site, if needed, would be negotiated with the sale. 
Councilor Kimball addressed the potential out sourcing of the Para Professionals. He understands the passions behind wanting to keep these people but the costs on the personnel side of the budget are going up and they are unsustainable. 
Councilor Neale stated support for the schools by the state and federal government has been cut approximately 2.5 million dollars and will have to be made up at the local level. The School Committee and the Mayor have been looking everywhere for every dollar they can. 
President Lavoie reminds everyone that the Council can only cut the budget they can not add to it. The School Committee has the authority to build their budget and the Council can only vote the bottom line to sustain or cut. 
Public Hearings and Other Action Items

Second Readings

2011-018 Transfer $35,000 from Reserve Fund to Veterans Dept. – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary: Transfer $35,000 from the Reserve Fund to the Veterans Department to cover FY11 
expenditures.

President Lavoie read 2011-018 into the record.
Councilor Neale read the recommendation of the Finance Committee to authorize the transfer as submitted.
Councilor Neale moved the motion from the Finance Committee to authorize the transfer as submitted, Councilor McMilleon second.

Roll Call Vote – 8 Yes (Kelcourse, Kimball, McMilleon, Neale, Dunford, Ferguson, Gilday, Lavoie)

2011-019 Transfer $10,000 from Youth to Youth Services – Mayor Kezer sponsor
Summary – Transfer $10,000 from Youth to Youth Services to cover FY11 expenditures.

President Lavoie read 2011-019 into the record.
Councilor Neale read the recommendation of the Finance Committee to approve as submitted.
Councilor Ferguson motioned to approve as submitted, Councilor McMilleon second.

Roll Call Vote – 8 Yes (Kelcourse, Kimball, McMilleon, Neale, Dunford, Ferguson, Gilday, Lavoie)
2010-093 Accept certain roads and easements within Pond Hill Subdivision for ownership by the public as public ways; said roads being Spindletree Rd., Lancewood Dr., Tallowwood Ln., Chapman Way and Whitewood Circle – Mayor Kezer

Summary: Initiates the procedure for acceptance of the public ways listed above.
President Lavoie read 2010-093 into the record.
Councilor Neale read the recommendation of the Finance Committee to concur with the recommendation of the Ordinance and there is no real financial impact to the town.
Councilor Gilday read the recommendation of the Ordinance Committee to accept 2010-093.
Councilor McMilleon read “At a regularly convened meeting of the Municipal Council of the City known as the Town of Amesbury held the _10th_ day of _May_, 2011, it was voted and ordered:

The Municipal Council of the City known as the Town of Amesbury, duly elected, qualified, and acting as such, on behalf of the City and by virtue of and in accordance with the authority of Chapter 79 of the General Laws, as amended and the Municipal Order adopted on _May 10_, 2011, a certified copy of which is attached hereto and filed herewith, and any and every other power and authority which is hereunto in any way enabling, does hereby take, on behalf of the City, for the purposes of a public way, together with the attendant customary uses, including but not limited to the construction, operation and maintenance of rights of way, drainage and utilities in, over, under, through, across, upon and along the following parcels of land:

The parcels of land are the layout of the public ways of Spindletree Rd., Lancewood Dr., Tallowwood Ln., Chapman Way and Whitewood Circle within the Pond Hill subdivision as shown on plans recorded at the Registry of Deeds book 304 page 79 and book 335 page 91.

Councilor Neale moved to adopt the recommendation of the Finance Committee and authorize the Mayor to make the Order of Taking that’s attached and also that we accept as public ways those streets laid out on the plans that are referenced in the Order of Taking, namely,  Spindletree Road, Lancewood Drive, Tallowwood Lane, Chapman Way and Whitewood Circle.  Councilor McMilleon seconded.

Roll Call Vote – 8-Yes, Kelcourse, Kimball, McMilleon, Neale, Dunford, Ferguson, Gilday, Lavoie

2010-088B Discussion on the DPW Feasibility Study and Vote on authorizing the Design Work to proceed past the current $50,000 limitation under Measure 2010-088B as adopted on November 9, 2010
President Lavoie read 2010-088B into the record.
Councilor Neale read the recommendation of the Finance Committee to recommend to the Municipal Council the acceptance of the feasibility study generated in accordance with 2010-088B with the added proviso that the building to be designed, accomplish the goals of meeting today’s DPW requirements and be easily scaled up to provide for the future needs of our community.

 Councilor Chatigny seconded and it was voted: IN FAVOR: (5) Gilday, Chatigny, Dunford, Neale, Kimball OPPOSED: (2) McMilleon and Kelcourse

Councilor Kelcourse moved that the Municipal Council accept the findings of the feasibility study dated April 12, 2011 generated in accordance with measure 2010-088B with the following proviso.
That the facility to be designed be the scope and size similar to option B of said study but still capable of reasonably meeting Amesbury’s Department of Public Works current requirements and the facility be designed to be easily added on to so as to allow for the future needs of Amesbury.

Councilor Ferguson second.

Roll Call Vote – 7 Yes (Kelcourse, Kimball, Neale, Dunford, Ferguson, Gilday, Lavoie), 1 No (McMilleon)

First Readings

2011-027 Transfer $335,000 from Free Cash to Snow & Ice Removal to cover FY11 expenditures – Mayor Sponsor

Councilor Neale motioned to send 2011-027 to the Finance Committee for a public hearing, Councilor Kimball second.

Voted - Unanimous

2011-030 Request to amend the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw and Map– Mayor Kezer and Councilor Gilday sponsor 

Summary:  Amend Sections V, VI, VII, VIII, XI, XI.J, XI.J2, XI.O, and Map

Councilor Neale motioned to refer 2011-030 to the Ordinance Committee and the Planning Board with a public hearing set for 6/14/11 at the Municipal Council meeting, Councilor Gilday second.

Voted - Unanimous

2011-028 Precinct Boundary Map as amended by 2010 Federal Census

Councilor McMilleon motioned preliminarily approve 2011-028 Precinct Boundary Map as amended by 2010 Federal Census and refer it to Ordinance, Councilor Kelcourse second.
Voted - Unanimous

Late File:

2011-033 Request to Vote to Surplus the Amesbury Town Hall Annex building located at 13   School Street – Mayor Kezer sponsor
Summary: The Town seeks to surplus the Town Hall Annex building in order to seek bids for the private investment and purchase of the building.

Councilor McMilleon motioned to accept 2011-033 as a late file, Councilor Kelcourse second.

Voted – Unanimous

Councilor Kelcourse motioned to refer 2011-033 to the Finance Committee for a public hearing and Planning Board, Councilor McMilleon second. Voted - Unanimous

2011-001 FY2012 Budget – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Councilor Dunford motioned to accept 2011-001 as a late file, Councilor Ferguson second.

Voted – Unanimous

Councilor Neale motioned to refer 2011-001 to the Finance Committee per the attached schedule of budget hearings and schedule a public hearing at the 6/14/11 Municipal Council meeting, Councilor McMilleon second.
Voted - Unanimous

Correspondence


a.
President/Vice President Communications


2011-029 Notice of Upcoming Assessment for Accreditation – Amesbury Police Department


Councilor McMilleon read 2011-029 into the record.

b.
Communication from Elected Officials, Boards and Commissions


c.
Council Communications, Announcements and Committee Reports


Councilor Neale read the FY10 Audit Committee Report. (attached)

President Lavoie suggested an ad-hoc committee be formed for the new DPW building and asked for input from the councilors.
Councilor McMilleon motioned to adjourn, Councilor Kelcourse second 

Adjourn 9:05PM

Respectfully Submitted,

Assistant Town Clerk

