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Municipal Council Minutes

6/14/11


Amesbury Municipal Council Meeting
Tuesday, June 14, 2011

7:00PM Town Hall Auditorium

Call to Order 7:05PM
Pledge of Allegiance – Councilor Kimball
Roll Call: Derek Kimball, Joseph McMilleon, Allen Neale, Mary Chatigny, Stephen Dunford, Anne Ferguson, Robert Gilday, James Kelcourse, Robert Lavoie
Act on minutes – April 12, 2011 & May 10, 2011

Councilor McMilleon motioned to accept the minutes of April 12th and May 10th,  Councilor Kelcourse second – Voted Unanimous

Mayoral Appointments

2011-035
Alison McGonagle – Cultural Council term to expire 6/30/13

Ms. Alison McGonagle attended the meeting and confirmed her desire to be appointed.
Councilor Ferguson motioned to accept 2011-035, Councilor McMilleon second.
Voted - Unanimous

Licenses & Permits

2011-034
Common Victualler – Charles Labella d/b/a Monster Dog – Town Ways

Charles LaBella appeared to represent Monster Dog hot dog cart.

Councilor Ferguson motioned to accept 2011-034 per the usual stipulations, Councilor Neale second.

Voted - Unanimous

2011-024 Edward Maccaro dba Merrimack Traders -   Junk Dealer

Mr. Edward Maccaro appeared to represent Merrimack Traders.

Councilor Neale motioned to approve 2011-024 per the usual stipulations, Councilor McMilleon second.

Voted - Unanimous

2011-031 Sharie Camren dba Life Roots Healing Center – General Business License

Ms. Sharie Camren appeared to represent Life Roots Healing Center.

Councilor Kimball motioned to accept per the usual stipulations, Councilor Ferguson second.

Voted - Unanimous

2011-032 Janice Valverde, LMT dba Valverde Massage – General Business License

Ms. Janice Valverde appeared to represent Valverde Massage, Councilor McMilleon second.

Voted - Unanimous
Public Comment

Mr. John Maynard, Powow Villa – Mr. Maynard asked the residents of Amesbury for help and suggestions to find a home for the Valley Players due to the closing of the Amesbury Playhouse.

Mr. John Moriarty, 127 Haverhill Road – Mr. Moriarty asked if anyone in the Community had any ideas on how to keep the Valley Players in Amesbury.
Ms. Hanah Van Clark, 80 Friend Street – Ms. Van Clark who is 10 years old, has been performing at the Playhouse for years. She feels it would be very sad if the Playhouse went out of business.
Mr. Richard Newton, 33 Glen Devin – Mr. Newton feels the projects in town need to be prioritized. The Fire & Police projects, the bus terminal and the roads need to be done. He feels the lower millyard should be last on the list.

Mr. James Thivierge, 106 Friend Street –  Mr. Thivierge spoke about the legislation that he filed on streamlining regional governments.
Council Response to Public Comment

President Lavoie stated the Elm Street Fire Department renovations continue to go on strong with a considerable amount of hands on efforts by the Chief, Deputy Chief and donated time from members of the Fire Fighters Union. The move from the School Street Headquarters is necessary for the addition and renovations.
Second Readings

2011-027 Transfer $335,000 from Free Cash to Snow & Ice Removal to cover FY11 expenditures – Mayor Sponsor

President Lavoie read 2011-027 into the record.

Councilor Neale read the recommendation of the Finance Committee to approve 2011-027 as submitted.
Councilor McMilleon motioned to accept 2011-027 as submitted, Councilor Neale second.

Roll Call Vote – 9 Yes (Kimball, McMilleon, Neale, Chatigny, Dunford, Ferguson, Gilday, Kelcourse, Lavoie)

2011-033 Request to Vote to Surplus the Amesbury Town Hall Annex building located at 13 School Street.
Summary: The Town seeks to surplus the Town Hall Annex building in order to seek bids for the private investment and purchase of the building.

President Lavoie read 2011-033 into the record.
Councilor Neale read the recommendation of the Finance Committee to adopt 2011-033 as submitted.

Councilor Neale moved the Finance recommendation to approve 2011-033 as submitted, Councilor Chatigny second.
Councilor Kimball stated this is one of the strategic moves the town needs to do to achieve new growth. The town needs to move forward and maintaining and rehabbing some of the old buildings is unsustainable. Councilor Neale explained that the funds from the sale of the property would go into an account and 10% of the funds would go towards paying down the debt service. President Lavoie asked Nipun Jain how the Planning Board felt about the annex. He state they felt it was a fiscal decision at this point and as the plans evolve for the existing campus they would be happy to sit with interested parties to go over land use.
Councilor Dunford motioned to move 2011-001 before 2011-030 and 2011-028, Councilor Kimball second.  Roll Call Vote – 3Yes, 6 No (McMilleon, Neale, Chatigny, Ferguson, Gilday, Lavoie)

Public Hearings

2011-030 Request to amend the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw and Map– Mayor Kezer and Councilor Gilday sponsor 

Summary:  Amend Sections V, VI, VII, VIII, XI, XI.J, XI.J2, XI.O, and Map

President Lavoie read 2011-030 into the record.

Nipun Jain, Town Planner gave a presentation on the proposed zoning changes.

President Lavoie opened the public hearing.

Nipun Jain read the recommendation of the Planning Board to adopt the zoning changes as submitted.

Councilor Gilday read the recommendation of the Ordinance Committee to accept the proposed changes as submitted.

Ms. Tassis, property owner of Amesbury House of Pizza – Ms. Tassis is in favor of the zoning changes.
James Thivierge, 106 Friend St. – Mr. Thivierge praised Nipun Jain and the work he is doing as Town Planner.
Councilor Kimball believes this is a good step forward for economic growth. Councilor Neale stated that these zoning changes will help property values along the 110 corridor not hurt them. Councilor Gilday believes this is a good plan to expand the commercial tax base and bring new businesses to town. President Lavoie stated this is a town wide zoning change not site specific to route 110. 
Roll Call Vote – 9 Yes - Unanimous

2011-001 FY2012 Budget – Mayor Kezer sponsor
President Lavoie opened the public hearing on 2011-001
Mayor Kezer presented his budget statement (attached).
Stan Schwartz, 105 Highland St. – Mr. Schwartz feels there are a lot of Amesbury residents who would be willing to pay more taxes to avoid cuts to the school budget. 
Patricia Hoyt, 33A Pleasant Valley Rd. – Ms. Hoyt feels that further cuts to the School budget will further decimate a budget that is already stringent. She is willing to pay more taxes to prevent further cuts.

Merrill Goldsmith, 8 Cleveland St. – Ms. Goldsmith would be happy and willing to pay more taxes to help fund the budget with the additional $400,000 that is being cut.

Bethaney Plant, 8 Wells Ave. – Ms. Plant spoke in support of the Library budget.

Jim Thivierge, 106 Friend St. – Mr. Thivierge urged the council to amend the budget to find $400,000 for the schools.
Jennifer Meagher, 5 Tuxbury Ln. – Ms. Meagher urged the council to vote for the $400,000 additional funds for the schools.

Cindy Yetman, 31 Portsmouth Rd. – Ms. Yetman urged the council to approve the school districts’ budget with the $400,000 gap funded.

Deborah LaValley, - Ms. LaValley acknowledged and thanked all of the retiring teachers for their years of service. She asked the council to please vote the budget as submitted.
Gail Brown, 2 Woodlawn St. – Ms. Brown asked the council to vote the budget as submitted to support all the services being provided especially the schools.

Val Troli, 9 Cushing St. – Mr. Troli thanked the council for working hard to prepare this budget.
Todd McGrath, 13 Huntington Ave. – Mr. McGrath asked the council to postpone the vote on the budget.

Diana Cote, 4 Paige Farm Rd. – Ms. Cote she feels investment in the schools is money well spent.
President Lavoie closed the public hearing.

9:30 – 9:40 Recess

Councilor McMilleon read the recommendations from the Finance Committee:
The Amesbury Municipal Council Finance Committee met on June 1, 2011 and made the following recommendations

An Order to vote to adopt an Operating Budget for the Fiscal Year 2012.



Be it Ordered by the Municipal Council of the Town of Amesbury assembled, and by the authority of the same as follows:  that the Operating Budget for the Fiscal Year 2012 be approved as follows:

Municipal Council

$  
       88,850


Mayor

$
     207,043


Reserve Funds 

$
       50,000


Administration & Finance

$
     258,079




Assessor

$
     185,173

Collector/Treasurer

$
     202,481




Legal Services

$
     100,300


Mgmt Information Systems

$
     267,198  




Central Supply 

$
       72,500


Town Clerk 

$
     167,511




Elections

$
       33,789

Conservation Commission

$
       32,442

Community & Economic Development 
$
     252,336

Planning Board 

$
       15,728

Board of Appeals

$
         5,891

Municipal Buildings 

$
     134,120


Police Department

$   
  3,303,241



Fire Department

$
     2,786,553

Communications

$
     532,109

Inspections

$
     190,653

Weights & Measures

$
         4,500


Emergency Management

$
       27,536

Harbormaster

$
         7,500
       

Department of Public Works

$
  1,263,091

Snow & Ice

$
     225,000

Outdoor Lighting 

$
        170,004


Refuse/Recycling 

$
        979,118


Regional Health Department

$
        152,961

Council on Aging

$
        104,085

Veterans Services 

$
        372,649

Library

$
        691,213

Youth 

$
        265,627

Debt Services 

$
  2,317,094


Other Assessments 

$
     830,193


Employee Benefits 

$
  4,990,146


Insurance Expense 

$
     278,300


School 

$
25,833,496

Councilor Ferguson moved that she would like to question the school amount.

Further voted that the Municipal Council approves the following enterprise fund budgets:

Landry Stadium

   $             5,000
Total Landry

Sewer Department

   $      2,740,786
Total Sewer

Water Department

   $      3,362,921
Total Water

Councilor McMilleon move a blanket motion that all of the unquestioned recommendations of the Finance Committee be each and severelly adopted that any and all unquestioned actions recommended be taken and each and severally taken and that any and all unquestioned sums which the Finance Committee recommended be raised an appropriated. Councilor Kelcourse second.

Roll Call Vote – 9 Yes (Kimball, McMilleon, Neale, Chatigny, Dunford, Ferguson, Gilday, Kelcourse, Lavoie)

Councilor Neale recommended the school budget of $25,833,496, Councilor Kimball second.
Councilor Chatigny stated the school budget was a very difficult decision. Her decision was made keeping in mind all taxpayers, those with and without children in school. She knows the School system has worked over the years to get their budget into balance. She wished on going operating expenses were not paid for with ARRA funds because everyone knew those funds were going away and the state was going to give us less putting us in this position. She will vote to stay with the $25,833,496.
Councilor Dunford does not believe this is the bottom and things are going to get better. Amesbury has got to start thinking creatively to fund programs. He will support a school budget of $25,833,496.
Councilor Kimball believes health care costs are the problem. Cuts to services, programs and teachers are directly related to the high cost of health care.
Councilor McMilleon stated Amesbury has always strongly supported education. We are in the middle of seriously troubling times. We need to pool our creativity and resources long before the budget cycle starts. Pressure needs to be put on our elected officials at the state and federal level. We cannot continue to depend on the property tax for all of our revenues to fund the services that have to be provided at the local level. He can not vote for additional funds for the schools knowing there are other people in this community suffering.
Councilor Ferguson will be voting for the Mayor’s recommendation. Personally she would vote for the extra $400,000 from her experience with the schools. Having sat through all the public hearings she knows the departments came through with the bare minimum to provide services. Police and Fire unions have worked with the town. The Library and DPW are vastly underfunded departments. It was a hard decision her but realistically it had to be made.  
Councilor Neale stated they have already mortgaged the future in this budget and can’t afford more. He feels the state will not be in a position to do more until 2015. Everyone has to sacrifice across the board. 

Councilor Gilday thinks of all the taxpayers of Amesbury when he looks at the budgets not individual budgets and he feels many people need assistance.

Councilor Kelcourse believes there are creative ways to raise money to fund programs so they don’t have to be cut. He also feels the health care plans need to be modified to save costs. 
President Lavoie states he will vote the Mayor’s budget. He feels because Mayor Kezer is Chairman of the School Committee and the Mayor of the entire community he is in the best position to present a fair budget.
Councilor Neale recommended the school budget of $25,833,496, Councilor Kimball second.

Roll Call Vote – 9 Yes (Kimball, McMilleon, Neale, Chatigny, Dunford, Ferguson, Gilday, Kelcourse, Lavoie)
Councilor McMilleon motioned that for a total appropriation of:  $  47,398,510       

That to fund said appropriation, the Municipal Council approves $46,218,383 to be raised by taxation and other revenue sources and further that $ 1,180,127 be applied from the sources detailed below:

SOURCE
AMOUNT


Sale of Cemetery Lots
$        9,000   


Ambulance Receipts
      550,000


Youth Revolving
      265,627 


Cemetery Interest
          8,000  

Waterways Improvement
          7,500 

Free Cash
   340,000

Therefore the Finance Committee recommends that the Municipal Council hereby appropriates the following:      Total appropriation $53,507,217

Councilor McMilleon motioned, Councilor Neale second.

Roll Call Vote - 9 Yes (Kimball, McMilleon, Neale, Chatigny, Dunford, Ferguson, Gilday, Kelcourse, Lavoie)
2011-028 Precinct Boundary Map as amended by 2010 Federal Census
President Lavoie read 2011-028 into the record. Bonnijo Kitchin, Town Clerk gave an overview of the bill.

Councilor Neale moved to adopt 2001-028 as submitted, Councilor Dunford second.

Roll Call Vote – 9 Yes (Kimball, McMilleon, Neale, Chatigny, Dunford, Ferguson, Gilday, Kelcourse, Lavoie)
First Readings

2011-036
Submit Charter Revisions ballot question to the General Court – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:
To submit the attached petition to the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeking an act to place the question “Shall an act passed by the general court in the year 2011 entitled, “An Act Relative to the Charter of the Town of Amesbury”, be accepted?, on the ballot of the November 8, 2011 Town’s Biennial election in the Town of Amesbury. 
Councilor Neale motioned to send 2011-036 to the July 12, 2011 Municipal Council meeting for a Public Hearing, Councilor Kelcourse second.
Voted - Unanimous

2011-037
Submit Fluoridation of the Water ballot question to the General Court – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:
In order to place a binding question concerning fluoridation of the water supply on the ballot at the November Town Election, special legislation is required. The special act contains a provision ratifying the placement of the question on the ballot, in the event the special legislation is enacted later than October 4, 2011. Approval of the question will allow fluoridation of the water to continue. Rejection of the question will prohibit water fluoridation for at least the next two years.
Councilor Chatigny motioned to send 2011-037 to the July 12, 2011 Council meeting for a public hearing, Councilor Ferguson second.
Voted - Unanimous

2011-038
District Councillors elected at the 2011 Town Election to General Court – President Lavoie sponsor
Summary:
Due to the reprecincting required by Chapter 54 of the General Laws and a technical issue in the Town Charter, special legislation is needed to ensure that District Councillors elected at the 2011 Town Election are able to serve out their elected terms if removed from the district from which they were elected solely as a result of reprecincting.

Councilor Neale motioned to send 2011-38 to the July 12, 2011 Council meeting for a public hearing, Councilor Chatigny second

Voted - Unanimous
Correspondence


a.
President/Vice President Communications


b.
Communication from Elected Officials, Boards and Commissions


c.
Council Communications, Announcements and Committee Reports

Councilor McMilleon motioned to adjourn, Councilor Kelcourse second.

10:50PM Adjourn

Respectfully Submitted,

Assistant Town Clerk

