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July 12, 2011

Municipal Council Minutes

Municipal Council Meeting

Town Hall Auditorium

7:00PM Tuesday, July 12, 2011

Call to Order 7:00PM
Pledge of Allegiance – Joseph McMilleon
Roll Call –  Joseph McMilleon, Mary Chatigny, Stephen Dunford, Anne Ferguson, Robert Gilday, James Kelcourse, Derek Kimball, Robert Lavoie
Allen Neale absent

Act on minutes – June 14, 2011
Councilor Kelcourse motioned to approve, Councilor McMilleon second

Voted - Unanimous

Mayoral Appointments

2011-040 -  2011 Re-appointments various Boards and Committees
The following is a list of 2011 re-appointments (terms to end 6/30 of the years noted) to various boards and committees:

Assistant Harbormaster – Paul Hudon (2014)
Board of Health – Amy Courtney (2014)

Conservation Com. – Jim Chapman (2014)

Council on Aging – Carol Casey (2014), Lea Cabeen (2014), Beverly Drew (2014), JoAnn Peatfield (2014), Teresa Axten (2014)

Cultural Council – Mary Hichborn (2014), Rachel Kohn (2014), Robert LaPlante (2014), David Andrews (2014), Renee Schneider (2014), Leah Hill (2014), Pam Gilday (2014)

Fence Viewer - Bret Green (2012), M. Bernice Nagle (2012)

Historical Com. – Steven Klomps (2014)

Lakes & Waterways – John Vigliotti (2014)

Landry Stadium Mgt. Com. – Jeffrey Chaisson (2014), David Randall (2014), Leslie Anderson (2014)

Parks & Recreations – John Maneikis (2014)

Tree Board – Ryan Guilbault (2014)

Trustees of War Memorials – Harold Burke (2014), John Brohel (2014)

Zoning Board of Appeals – Sandra Gordon (2016), Sharon McDermot (2016), William Lavoie (2016)

Councilor Gilday and Councilor Lavoie both disclosed they have family members listed in the re-appointments.

Councilor Dunford moved to adopt 2011-040 as submitted, Councilor Chatigny second.
Voted - Unanimous

Licenses & Permits 

2011-042 – General Business License – Bertram & Oliver Booksellers, 5 Market Sq. (address change only)
Councilor Ferguson motioned to accept 2011-042, Councilor Gilday second.

Voted - Unanimous

Public Comment

Presentation and Final Report of the Amesbury Energy Task Force. 
Michael Brown of the Energy Task Force gave an overview of the presentation and Final Report and it is on file in the Town Clerk’s office for viewing.

Councilor Dunford motioned to accept the Amesbury Energy Future report from the Amesbury Energy Task Force, Councilor McMilleon second. Voted - Unanimous
Joseph Greaney, 50 Orchard Street – Mr. Greaney commented on the Special Ed Program.
James Thivierge, 106 Friend Street – Mr. Thivierge spoke on setting the tax rate, the annual report and the budget.
Council Response to Public Comment

Councilor Dunford asked Jennifer Yim to find out exactly what the teachers union gave up in contract negotiations. 
Councilor Kimball stated the Energy Task Force report is a great start for Amesbury. He would like to see a dedicated resource for grant writing at the local level to go after state and federal funds for energy conservation or anything else.
Second Readings – None at this time.

Public Hearings

2011-037
Submit Fluoridation of the Water ballot question to the General Court – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:
In order to place a binding question concerning fluoridation of the water supply on the ballot at the November Town Election, special legislation is required. The special act contains a provision ratifying the placement of the question on the ballot, in the event the special legislation is enacted later than October 4, 2011. Approval of the question will allow fluoridation of the water to continue. Rejection of the question will prohibit water fluoridation for at least the next two years.
President Lavoie read 2011-037 into the record and opened the public hearing.
Dr. James Schaepe – member of the Board of Health – Dr. Schaepe is in favor of re-establishing fluoride in the water based on a study from the CDC. He suggested that the town should look into using liquid fluoride instead of powder. The town of North Andover uses the liquid form and has had great success with it.
Amy Courtney, Chairman Board of Health – Ms. Courtney stated the Board of Health voted to remove the fluoride from the water due to the quality of the fluoride. The fluoride was put in the water by a town wide vote in 1967. She feels it is important for the community to have the right to vote to put it back in. 
President Lavoie closed the public hearing.

Councilor McMilleon asked what would happen if they did not vote to put the question on the ballot.  Amy Courtney stated a program would be put in place to provide fluoride for people who need it, are at risk or meet the qualifications. If the question fails the town will have to wait two years and then put it on the ballot again for a vote. 

Councilor Chatigny motioned - An Ordinance to Petition the General Court to request a question be placed on the November 2011 Town’s Biennial Election Ballot.

Be it Ordained by the Municipal Council of the Town of Amesbury assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows: to submit the attached petition to the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeking an act to place the question “Shall the public water supply for domestic use in Amesbury continue to be fluoridated?” on the ballot of the November 2011 Town’s Biennial Election in the Town of Amesbury, Councilor Gilday second.

Councilor Ferguson and Councilor Dunford are both in favor of putting fluoride in the water. They feel it is very important and appreciate the fact the public is getting a chance to vote on the issue.

Roll Call Vote – 8 Yes (Chatigny, Dunford, Ferguson, Gilday, Kelcourse, Kimball, McMilleon, Lavoie)
2011-036
Submit Charter Revisions ballot question to the General Court – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:
To submit the attached petition to the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeking an act to place the question “Shall an act passed by the general court in the year 2011 entitled, “An Act Relative to the Charter of the Town of Amesbury”, be accepted?, on the ballot of the November 8, 2011 Town’s Biennial election in the Town of Amesbury. 

President Lavoie read 2011-036 into the record and opened the public hearing and closed the public hearing.
Councilor Ferguson motioned be it ordained by the Municipal Council of the Town of Amesbury assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows: Bill 2011-036 to submit the petition to the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeking an act to place the question “Shall an act passed by the general court in the year 2011 entitled, “An Act Relative to the Charter of the Town of Amesbury”, be accepted?, on the ballot of the November 8, 2011 Town’s Biennial election in the Town of Amesbury., Councilor Kimball second.

Roll Call Vote – 8 Yes (McMilleon, Chatigny, Dunford, Ferguson, Gilday, Kelcourse, Lavoie, Kimball)
2011-038
District Councillors elected at the 2011 Town Election to General Court –President Lavoie sponsor
Summary:
Due to the reprecincting required by Chapter 54 of the General Laws and a technical issue in the Town Charter, special legislation is needed to ensure that District Councillors elected at the 2011 Town Election are able to serve out their elected terms if removed from the district from which they were elected solely as a result of reprecincting.
President Lavoie read 2011-038 into the record and opened the public hearing and closed the public hearing.
Councilor Kelcourse motioned to accept 2011-038  Be it ordained by the Municipal Council of the Town of Amesbury assembled and by he authority of the same, as follows: to submit the attached petition to the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeking an act to ensure that District Councillors elected at the November 8, 2011 Town Election will be able to serve their elected terms even if they are removed from the precinct from which they are elected solely as a result of the reprecincting required by G.L. c.54.
Councilor Ferguson second.

Roll Call Vote – 8 Yes (McMilleon, Chatigny, Dunford, Ferguson, Gilday, Kelcourse, Lavoie, Kimball)
First Readings

2011-039 – An Order to Appropriate $210,000 for the repair of the Water Street Parking Facility – 
Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary – To provide for repairs to the Water Street Parking Facility in the area of the concrete deck that is currently closed. Repairs will address failing concrete, exposed rebar, missing sealants, separation and holes at deck joints and drainage issues.

Councilor Gilday motioned to send 2011-039 to the Finance Committee and schedule a special Council meeting for 7/26/11for a public hearing for, Councilor Dunford second. – Voted - Unanimous
2011-041 – A Request to declare surplus Emergency Vehicles belonging to the Fire Dept. – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary – That the Municipal Council vote to declare as surplus a 1985 GMC Pickup ¾ Ton and 1999 S.A.F.E Education Scotty Trailer. 
Councilor Ferguson motioned to send 2011-041 to the Finance Committee and a public hearing at the 7/26/11 Council meeting, Councilor Kimball second. – Voted - Unanimous
Correspondence


a.
President/Vice President Communications



(a) Suggestion to dispense with August 9, 2011 Meeting of the Municipal Council


Councilor Dunford motioned to suspend the August Council and Finance Committee 


meetings, Councilor McMilleon second. – Voted - Unanimous

b.
Communication from Elected Officials, Boards and Commissions


c.
Council Communications, Announcements and Committee Reports

Councilor Dunford motioned to adjourn 8:44PM
Respectfully Submitted,

Assistant Town Clerk

