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10/11/2011 Municipal Council Minutes


Amesbury Municipal Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, October 11, 2011

7:00PM Town Hall Auditorium

Call to Order – 7:03PM
Pledge of Allegiance – Councilor Chatigny
Roll Call: Mary Chatigny, Stephen Dunford, Anne Ferguson, Robert Gilday, Derek Kimball, Joseph McMilleon, Allen Neale, Robert Lavoie
James Kelcourse arrived at 7:05. 
2011-049 - Joint meeting with Amesbury School Committee

Summary: to fill seat vacated by Ann Connolly King, term to expire 2013

President Lavoie opened the joint meeting with the Amesbury School Committee.

Mayor Kezer call the Special meeting of the School Committee to Order.
Roll Call: Bonnie Schultz, Debra LaValley, Thomas McGee, Gail Hanshaw, Stanley Schwartz
Councilor Kimball recused himself from the vote due to his relationship with the applicant.

Peter Hoyt, 33A Pleasant Valley Road. – Mr. Hoyt stated that given his 30-year tenure working in the Amesbury Public School System as both a teacher and an administrator, coupled with his pleasure at having had his children and now his grandchildren benefiting from the outstanding education that Amesbury offers, he is very interested in being considered for the vacant School Committee seat.
The Councilors and School Committee members were given the opportunity to ask questions of or make comments regarding Mr. Hoyt’s appointment.
Debra LaValley nominated Mr. Hoyt for the School Committee, Councilor Neale second.

Councilor Neale moved to close nominations, Councilor McMilleon second – Unanimous

Municipal Council Roll Call Vote – 8 Yes (Chatigny, Dunford, Ferguson, Gilday, Kelcourse, McMilleon, Neale, Lavoie), 1 Recuse (Kimball)
School Committee Roll Call Vote – 6 Yes (LaValley, Schwartz, Hanshaw, Schultz, McGee, Kezer)

Councilor McMilleon motioned to adjourn the joint meeting, Bonnie Schultz second.

Voted Unanimous
Act on minutes – September 13, 2011

Councilor Kelcourse motioned to accept, Councilor Dunford second – Voted Unanimous
Mayoral Appointments

2011-051
Carley Monell appointed to Cultural Council, term to expire 6/30/13

Ms. Monell, 3 John Street stated her desire to serve on the Cultural Council.
Councilor Ferguson motioned to appoint, Councilor McMilleon second – Voted Unanimous

2011-052
Katherine E. Lewis appointed to Historical Commission, term to expire 6/30/14
Ms. Lewis, stated her desire to serve on the Historical Commission.

Councilor Neale motioned to appoint, Councilor Chatigny second. – Voted Unanimous

Licenses & Permits

2011-050
Common Victualler – Charlie’s Pizza and More, 23 Rocky Hill Rd.
Michael Larry represented Charlie’s Pizza and More.
Councilor Neale motioned to approve per the usual stipulations, Councilor McMilleon second.

Voted – Unanimous

Councilor Neale motioned to suspend the rules relative to the order of the agenda, Councilor McMilleon second. – Voted Unanimous

Robert Desmarais, Director Department of Public Works – Overview of the Department presentation (attached). Discussion continued with the Councilors and Mr. Desmarais regarding the content of the presentation.
Public Comment

Mike Greaney, 50 Orchard St. – Mr. Greaney asked if the FEMA money, to rent the trailers for the firefighters has run out. He would also like to know how much has been spent on the renovation of the Elm Street Fire Station and how much was in the ambulance fund at the start of the project.
Rosemary Werner, 11 Martin Rd., - Ms. Werner finds it offensive to see signs hanging off the Gazebo promoting events and advertising. She believes it was built to beautify the town. She would like the Municipal Council to pass a bill to disallow signs on the gazebo starting January 1, 2012. She will then gather a group of people in the spring to plant shrubs and flowers to keep it looking nice at no cost to the town.
James Thivierge, 106 Friend Street – Mr. Thivierge complimented Mr. Desmarais on the DPW presentation. He commented on how disappointed he is with the Annual Report. He would like to see more narrative from the departments. He stated the tax rate has to go down.
Mario Pinierio, 4 Gardner Street – Mr. Pinierio asked questions regarding bill #2011-055. Mr. Pinierio would like to know how much was spent on the Elm Street Fire Station and what next years tax rate will be.
Mike Greaney, 50 Orchard St. – Mr. Greaney stated he does not like the new format of the Annual Report.
Council Response to Public Comment

Councilor McMilleon responded to Mr. Pinierio stating that if he asks questions the council will get answers for him. He also would like to send correspondence to the Mayors office inquiring about the cost, scope of work and funding of the Elm Street Fire Station renovations. He does not appreciate accusations thrown at the council saying they are trying to hide something.

Councilor Chatigny believes Mayor Kezer has been trying to address building maintenance in the six years he has been Mayor. 
Councilor Gilday stated the Council answers all the questions asked of them. He stated quite often the person asking the questions leaves the auditorium before he or she hears the answer. He agrees with Rosemary Werner that there should be an ordinance for the gazebo to keep the signs off it.

Councilor Kelcourse believes the cost of the trailers the firefighters are using and the rehabilitation of the Elm Street Station is coming out of the 2.4 million that has already been appropriated for the School Street Station. If it is not going forward he is going to have hard questions before any further money is appropriated to spend. 
Councilor Kimball thinks the town should look into keeping the signs off the gazebo. He agrees that the town should pay more attention to the maintenance of town property. He believes the council and the Mayor’s Office and been very transparent as a body. If people have questions they should come forward and contact their Councilor. They can be reached at home and by e-mail not only just once a month at the Council Meetings.
Councilor Neale feels there is a need for the Community to have a designated space to advertise up coming events however; he does not feel the gazebo is the right place. He knows that bids were sent out for the electrical work at the Elm Street Fire Station. He is confident the plan to rehab the Elm Street Station to house the firefighters who are currently in the trailers was financially the best way to go. Once the Elm Street Station is complete the firefighters will go there and then the town will be able to get rid of the trailers and start the work on the School Street Station. As far as the annual report goes, there is a second report with the salaries and earnings for all town employees which are available to anyone who requests it. 
Public Hearings – None at this time.

Second Readings – None at this time.

First Readings

2011- 054
Accept a $7,500 grant from the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners. 
– Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary: The “On the Same Page” Community Reading Campaign supports municipalities as they embark on a mission to build a community of readers. This grant program provides $7,500 to purchase books (both in print and audio formats), purchase public relations material, and support programs in order to promote a shared discussion of the book across the community.

Councilor Kimball moved to refer 2011-054 to the Finance Committee for a public hearing on October 25th, Councilor Neale second.
Voted - Unanimous

Councilor Ferguson motioned to accept 2011-057 as a late file, Councilor Gilday second. 

Voted – 8 Yes, 1 No (Dunford)
Late File

2011-055 - An Order that the Municipal Council vote to authorize the Mayor to acquire property located at 23 Martin Road South;

Summary: Vote to authorize the Mayor to acquire by gift, purchase, or eminent domain the fee in and to the property located on 23 Martin Road South, identified on Assessors Map 18 as Parcel 2, owned by John J. Ryan, Jr., Trustee, Yankee Trader Trust, and being the same premises described in a deed recorded with the Essex South District Registry of Deeds in Book 8071, Page 343, for general municipal purposes, including, without limitation, for landfill purposes, and in connection therewith, to obtain a release of claims on the foregoing property from Sprague Energy Corp.;

Vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, and/or borrow the sum of Seventy Thousand Dollars ($70,000.00) for the purpose of the foregoing acquisition and release and costs related thereto; 

Vote to authorize the Mayor to execute any and all documents reasonably necessary to effectuate such acquisition.

Councilor Gilday motioned to refer 2011-055 to the Finance Committee for a public hearing, to the Ordinance Committee and to have available a copy of the purchase and sales agreement available. Also to the Planning Board for their review, Councilor Kimball second.  Voted - Unanimous
Councilor Neale motioned to accept 2011-057 as a late file, Councilor Dunford second. 

Voted Unanimous

2011-057 November 8, 2011 Election Warrant

Councilor McMilleon read 2011-057 into the record:


In the name of the Commonwealth, you are hereby required to notify and warn the inhabitants of said town who are qualified to vote in Elections to vote at

Town Hall Auditorium

DISTRICTS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6  

on TUESDAY, THE EIGHTH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2011 from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. for the following purpose:

MAYOR............................................................................................................For the Town of Amesbury

COUNCILOR AT LARGE.............................................................................. For the Town of Amesbury

DISCTRICT COUNCILOR(s) 1,2,3,4,5,6 ...................................................... For the Town of Amesbury

SCHOOL COMMITTEE..................................................................................For the Town of Amesbury

LIBRARY TRUSTEES................................................................................... .For the Town of Amesbury

PLANNING BOARD....................................................................................... For the Town of Amesbury

HOUSING AUTHORITY................................................................................ For the Town of Amesbury

Question # 1

Shall the charter approved by the Municipal Council in the year 2011 be adopted?
Summary:

The proposed charter would replace all references to the “Town” of Amesbury with references to the “City” of Amesbury.  The time period for the Council to approve certain appointments or removals made by the Mayor will increase from 15 to 21 days.  A measure vetoed by the Mayor, and not reconsidered by the Council, will be considered rejected after 21 days, rather than the 10 days now appearing in the Charter. The process for filling a vacancy in the office of Mayor has changed, with a vacancy occurring in the first 12 months of the term to be filled by special election.  During the second twelve months of the term, the Council President will fill the vacancy, or, if the Council President is not willing or able to serve, the Council will elect an Acting Mayor from among its members.  The process for filling Council vacancies would also change, with vacancies to be filled by the unelected candidate receiving the highest votes in the same election at which the councilor was elected, if any, provided that candidate received at least thirty percent of the vote for that office. If the candidate declines to serve, then the Council shall fill the vacancy from among the registered voters eligible to vote for the office.  Further, if a District Councillor moves from one district to another within the first twelve months of the term of office for which such councilor was elected, the office shall be considered vacant.  Any District Councillor who moves from one district to another during the second 12 months of the term shall continue to serve for the balance of the term for which the Councillor was elected. The quorum for the City Council to approve an appropriation of funds will increase to a majority vote of the entire Council, rather than a majority of those Councilors present and voting.  Vacancies in elected offices other than the Mayor and Councilor shall be filled by the City Council by selecting the unelected candidate receiving the highest number of votes at the same election at which the office was elected, provided that the person received at least 30% of the vote.  If there is no such candidate, the Council will appoint a person from among those voters eligible to vote for the position.  An ordinance proposing reorganization of Town agencies will require approval by 2/3 vote of the entire council, rather than by a majority of those present and voting.  A preliminary election will be required only if necessary to ensure that no more than two candidates appear on the ballot for any position.  Recall may now be initiated by 10%, rather than 20%, of the registered voters eligible to vote for the position.  The proposed amendments also delete certain provisions intended to help with the transition to the current Charter.  

Yes _____                            No _____

Ballot Question # 2 

Shall the public water supply for domestic use in the Town of Amesbury continue to be fluoridated?

Yes _____                            No _____

 Councilor Kelcourse motioned to accept, Councilor McMilleon second. Voted - Unanimous
Correspondence

a.
President/Vice President Communications

b.
Communication from Elected Officials, Boards and Commissions
2011- 053
A Resolution to Support an Act Regulating Election Primaries
Summary:
1. To increases time between the State Primary and State Election so that military personnel and Massachusetts residents residing overseas can vote without having to waive their right to a secret ballot. 

2. To save the Commonwealth and communities at least $8,000,000.00 by consolidating elections.

3. To simplify the election process, decrease opportunity for “voter fatigue” and establish fairness among candidates.
Councilor Neale motioned to accept 2011-053, Councilor Ferguson second.  Voted - Unanimous
2011- 056
Declare Vacancy on Board of Library Trustees – term to expire 2013

Councilor McMilleon motioned to declare the seat vacant, Councilor Gilday second.

Voted - Unanimous
Joint meeting with the Board of Library Trustees scheduled for November 15, 2011

Council Communications, Announcements and Committee Reports

Councilor Neale motioned to adjourn, Councilor McMilleon second. Voted - Unanimous

Adjourn 9:25PM
Respectfully Submitted,

Assistant Town Clerk

