PAGE  
3
Municipal Council Minutes

11/15/11


Municipal Council Meeting
Tuesday, November 15, 2011

7:00PM Town Hall Auditorium

Call to Order – 7:00PM
Pledge of Allegiance – Councilor Ferguson
Roll Call – Anne Ferguson, Robert Gilday, James Kelcourse, Derek Kimball, Joseph McMilleon, Allen Neale, Mary Chatigny, Robert Lavoie
Stephen Dunford – absent 

Act on minutes – October 11, 2011

Councilor McMilleon motioned to accept, Councilor Neale second – Voted Unanimous
2011-056
Joint Meeting with Board of Library Trustees

Jane Ward, Chair, APL Board of Trustees sent a memo to the Municipal Council stating they received no applications for the position and asked that the joint meeting be canceled and rescheduled for January 2012.

Councilor McMilleon motioned to table indefinitely, Councilor Gilday second.

Voted – Unanimous
Mayoral Appointments

2011-058
Janice Valverde – Cultural Council term to expire 6/30/2013

Janice Valverde attended the meeting to express her desire to serve on the Cultural Council.

Councilor Ferguson motioned to appoint Janice Valverde to the Cultural Council, Councilor McMilleon second.  Voted – Unanimous

Late File
Councilor Kimball motioned to accept 2011-068 as a late file, Councilor McMilleon second

Voted – Unanimous

2011-068
A Resolution that the Amesbury Municipal Council fully supports the Town of Amesbury’s Fiscal Year 2012 application for $900,000 in Community Development Block Grant funds. – Councilor Chatigny sponsor

Summary: To meet key objectives in Amesbury’s integrated community development strategy including:

· housing rehabilitation, including sanitary, building code and lead-paint compliance;
· improvement of sidewalks in the central business district;
· infrastructure improvements in the central business district;
· social service programs to assist low and moderate income residents of Amesbury
Shauna Becotte, Community Development Block Grant Director – Ms. Becotte stated the Town applies yearly for CDBG funds. It does not require any matching funds and the program is completely supported by the grant funds. She stated it would be greatly appreciated to include in the grant application a resolution of support from the Municipal Council.
Councilor Neale moved to accept resolution 2011-068 as submitted, Councilor Kelcourse second.

Voted - Unanimous 
Licenses & Permits

2011-059
National Grid pole petition – 527 Main Street

President Lavoie continued 2011-059 to the December meeting seeing no representation from National Grid.
2011-060
Common Victualler – Morning Buzz Café, 37 Friend Street

Leslie McAdams 178 Elm Street #3 – Ms. McAdams attended representing Morning Buzz Café.

Councilor Neale motioned to approve 2011-060 per the usual stipulations, Councilor McMilleon second.  Voted - Unanimous

2011-061
General Business License – Amesbury Reiki & Reflexology, 100 Main St.

Sylvie M. St Jean, 3 Hillcrest Dr., Hampton Falls, NH – Ms. St Jean attended the meeting representing Amesbury Reiki & Reflexology.

Councilor Ferguson motioned to approve 2011-061 subject to the usual stipulations, Councilor McMilleon second.  Voted – Unanimous

Late File

Councilor Neale motioned to accept late file 2011-069, Councilor Kelcourse second.

Voted - Unanimous

2011-069
Common Victualler License - Steven J. Graham d/b/a Tony G’s, 84 Haverhill Rd.
Stephen Graham, 4 Country Lane, Amesbury – Mr. Graham attended the meeting representing Tony G’s.
Councilor Kelcourse motioned to approve 2011-069 per the usual stipulations, Councilor Ferguson second.   Voted – Unanimous

Public Comment

Comments by Chief Jonathan Brickett – Amesbury Fire Department

Chief Brickett gave a presentation on the past, present and future of the Amesbury Fire Department. He discussed their responsibilities, goals, challenges and accomplishments. He also answered question from the councilors including any foreseeable large expenses and the School Street and Elm Street projects. A copy of the presentation is attached.
Val Troli, 9 Cushing Street – Mr. Troli brought to the attention of the Councilors Clause 56 tax exemption for Mass National Guard or military reservists serving in a foreign country. 
Kristin Lucier, Director of Amesbury Veteran Services – Ms. Lucier spoke in support of the Town adopting Clause 56.
Gerard Dion, 8 Huntington Ave. – Mr. Dion wants to know who paid for the emergency stations on the riverwalk.

Council Response to Public Comment

Councilor Ferguson responded to Mr. Dion question. She solicited funds from local businesses for the signs. There was no cost to the town.
Councilor Neale asked Ms. Lucier to gather more information in regards to Clause 56. 
Public Hearings – None at this time.

Second Readings

2011- 054
Accept a $7,500 grant from the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners. 
– Mayor Kezer sponsor cont.

Summary: The “On the Same Page” Community Reading Campaign supports municipalities as they embark on a mission to build a community of readers. This grant program provides $7,500 to purchase books (both in print and audio formats), purchase public relations material, and support programs in order to promote a shared discussion of the book across the community.
Councilor Neale read the recommendation of the Finance Committee to approve as submitted.

Councilor McMilleon moved to accept 2011-054 as submitted, Councilor Neale second.

Roll Call Vote - Unanimous

2011-055 - An Order that the Municipal Council vote to authorize the Mayor to acquire property located at 23 Martin Road South – Mayor Kezer Sponsor cont.

Note: Awaiting presentation by Kopelman & Paige at the 11/29/2011 Ordinance Committee meeting.
Summary: Vote to authorize the Mayor to acquire by gift, purchase, or eminent domain the fee in and to the property located on 23 Martin Road South, identified on Assessors Map 18 as Parcel 2, owned by John J. Ryan, Jr., Trustee, Yankee Trader Trust, and being the same premises described in a deed recorded with the Essex South District Registry of Deeds in Book 8071, Page 343, for general municipal purposes, including, without limitation, for landfill purposes, and in connection therewith, to obtain a release of claims on the foregoing property from Sprague Energy Corp.; Vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, and/or borrow the sum of Seventy Thousand Dollars ($70,000.00) for the purpose of the foregoing acquisition and release and costs related thereto; Vote to authorize the Mayor to execute any and all documents reasonably necessary to effectuate such acquisition.

First Readings

2011-062
An Order to reduce the FY2012 Water Budget – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:  Reduce the FY2012 Water Budget by $408,000
Councilor Kelcourse motioned to send 2011-062 to the Finance Committee for a public hearing, 

Councilor Neale second  Voted - Unanimous

2011-063
An Order to appropriate $214,000 of water retained earnings – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:  Appropriate $214,000 of water retained earnings to the FY2012 Water budget.

Councilor Gilday motioned to send 2011-063 to the Finance Committee for a public hearing, Councilor Ferguson second.  Voted - Unanimous

2011-064
Annual Classification Hearing – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:  On an annual basis, the Municipal Council must vote on the issue of selecting a residential factor which will determine the percentage of the burden to be borne by each class of property.

Councilor Neale motioned to send 2011-064 to the Finance Committee, Councilor Gilday second.

Voted - Unanimous

2011-065
Vote to Increase the exemption amount of qualified applicants – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary: On an annual basis, the Municipal Council must vote to decide if the Town of Amesbury shall increase the exemption amount of qualified applicants under the provisions of M.G.L.
Councilor Neale motioned to send 2011-065 to the Finance Committee, Councilor Kelcourse second.

Voted - Unanimous

2011-066
Accept $24,290 grant from Tufts Health Plan Foundation – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary:  Amesbury Council on Aging has been awarded a $24,290 grant through the Tufts Health Plan Foundation to fund a senior caregiver support program. This funding will allow the COA to provide support in the form of companionship, social support, regular physical activity, and stress management. Program capacity will allow service to approximately 94 individuals over the course of the one-year grant period. Initial activity is scheduled to start in January 2012.
Councilor Ferguson motioned to send 2011-066 to the Finance Committee for a public hearing, Councilor Kimball second.   Voted - Unanimous

2011-067
Amend the Municipal Council Rules – President Lavoie sponsor

Summary:  This Order would amend the Municipal Council Rules by changing the ordering of the items on the Council’s Agenda format, in order to have Communications and Committee Reports occur early in each regular meeting of the Amesbury Municipal Council.
Councilor Neale moved to send 2011-067 to the Council’s Rules Committee, Councilor McMilleon second.

Voted - Unanimous
Correspondence


a.
President/Vice President Communications


b.
Communication from Elected Officials, Boards and Commissions


c.
Council Communications, Announcements and Committee Reports



Councilor Neale read a Municipal Council Update from Jennifer Yim

Councilor Neale motioned to adjourn, Councilor McMilleon second. Voted – Unanimous

8:45PM  Adjourn

Respectfully Submitted

Assistant Town Clerk

