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Lakes and Waterways Commission 

2011 
 

This document includes the meeting minutes from Commission meetings held in 2011.  
There were four months that the Commission did not have a quorum: March, April, July and 
September.  The June meeting was held off-site at Larry’s Marina with the purpose of 
establishing goals for the Commission.  Unfortunately, the Commission secretary at that time 
misplaced the meeting notes and no meeting minutes are available.  All other minutes appear 
within this document. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Town of Amesbury 
Lakes and Waterways Commission 

Meeting of January 20th, 2011 
Amesbury Health Center 

 
MINUTES: 
Present: Eric Bezanson, Greg Roy, Cindy Roberts and Donna Gilberti 
 
  
The meeting began at 6:35 PM.   The minutes of October 19th, 2010 were approved as 
written. 
 
A. Engineers Report 
Rob Desmarais and Peter Manor were not present so there is no report. 

 
B. General Business 

1. During the next meeting we will be voting in a new Chairperson, Vice 
Chairperson and a Secretary.  Greg will be stepping down from the Chair 
position. 

2. We discussed the upcoming COLAP meeting at the end of the month.  Cindy 
Roberts will be attending. 

3. Eric has been investigating the requirement to have Lake Gardner and 
Tuxbury surveyed for mussels and is communicating with David Paulson of 
the DEP to understand when/how the Eastern Pond mussel was found. For 
Lake Gardner it will cost between $2,500 and 3,500 for 1 ½ days of surveying 
in the Spring.  The filing fee may cost about $300.  Eric will continue to look 
into the details and provide a recommendation for the commission.  He’ll be 
looking into obtaining proposals from biologists. Greg thought that it would 
be beneficial to write a letter to the mayor to get his support to draw down 
Lake Gardner and Tuxbury Pond.  

4. Cindy provided an overview of the activities with the Lake Attitash 
Association (LAA).  The LAA now has a draft vegetative management plan 
that recommends an herbicide treatment to remove the invasive milfoil.  They 
will be moving forward with a Notice of Intent with the Conservation 
Commission.  The LAA is starting some fundraising activities.   

5. We discussed a flag warning system for lake closures.  It was decided that it 
wasn’t needed for Lake Gardner, however it may be worthwhile for Lake 
Attitash.  Cindy will look into this further. 

6. Benthic barriers may be beneficial for weed control for homeowners.  Cindy 
will contact John Lopez to see if the conservation commission needs to 
approve the blankets. 

       
The next meeting is scheduled for February 24, 2011. 

 
The meeting concluded at 8:00 PM. 



Town of Amesbury 
Lakes and Waterways Commission 

Meeting of February 24, 2011 
Amesbury Health Center 

 
MINUTES: 
Present: Greg Roy, Bruce Georgian, Jay Knapp, Eric Bezanson, Cindy Roberts, Peter Manor. 
 
  
The meeting began at 6:35 PM.   The minutes of January 20, 2011 were approved by Bruce 
and Eric as written. 
 
A. Engineers Report 

 
1. Lake Attitash/Meadowbrook: 93.6 elevation on each lake; was able to get the 

last board out of the Birches Dam last Fall.  There is about 15ft of sand that 
needs to be dredged in front of the dam.  DPW will find out if an RDA can be 
filed to handle it.  No calls have been received regarding wells.  There is no 
water exiting Archbrook or Stateline. 

2. There is a meeting on March 10th with the Mayor on replacing the Archbrook 
culvert. 

3. Park Pond needs to be fixed.  The DPW is sending out to bid the work to 
rehab the dam and fix the drainage issue. 

4. Pleasant Valley Road is a MASS DOT project because it’s a federal road. 
5. The DPW is working on Stormwater Mgmt phase 2 
 

B. Current Business 
 

1. Lake Gardner: Greg is going to write a letter to the Mayor regarding funding 
for the mussel survey.  This survey is required from the Natural Heritage and 
Endangered Species Program before a winter draw down can be approved for 
Lake Gardner and Tuxbury.  The estimate is about $8,000. 

2. Lake Gardner: The Weed Assessment Grant (Non Point Source Pollution) is 
complete.  There is a concern about a storm drain location from Glen Devin 
where the water temperature at the drain is 56°, while the lake is 44°.  Peter 
will meet with Bruce to look into the problem further.  

3. Lake Attitash: The Lake Attitash Association will be filing a notice of intent 
in May to treat the lake for invasive Eurasian Milfoil and algae blooms.  The 
Commission may be asked to comment.  Cindy will present an overview of 
the NOI at the next meeting. 

4. There was no update on 8 Towns and a Bay. 
5. Membership Status: 

1. Eric Bezanson is now a full member 
2. Bruce Georgian is now the Chairperson 
3. Cindy Roberts is now the Vice Chairperson 
4. Donna Gilberti resigned 
5. Need to determine Bill Rudolph’s status 



i. Need to vote on Secretary 
The meeting closed at 8:05.  The next meeting is scheduled for March 31, 2011.  



Both March and April  2011 meetings did not have a quorum. 
 
 
 



Town of Amesbury 
Lakes and Waterways Commission 

Meeting of May 19, 2011 
Amesbury Health Center 

 
MINUTES: 
Present: Cindy Roberts, Mark Sydlowski, Bruce Georgian and Eric Bezanson, Jay Knapp 
   Guest present:  Dick Joltes 
 
  
The meeting began at 7:00 PM.  The minutes of February 24th were approved by Bruce 
Georgian and Mark Sydlowski and Cindy Roberts. 
 
 
A. Dick Joltes presentation on Meadowbrook Pond 

 
1. Meadowbrook has numerous lily roots floating on top 
2. These floating lilies could be from the drawdown that worked? 
3. Should the dead lilies be removed so as not to decay in the pond? 
4. There is a concern if the dead lilies can fuel additional weed growth. 
5. Dick Joltes will continue to watch this situation and report to L&WW. 

 
B. New Member Drive 

 
1. Notice posted at Larry’s Marina 2 weeks ago. 
2. Notice to be posted at McKenzie’s Marina 
3. Notice to be posted at The Hat Factory Marina. 

 
C. Current Business 

 
1. There is a new harbormaster and boat provided by the town. 

 
D. Lake Attitash Association (Cindy Roberts) 

 
1. Did go in front of Con Com regarding the treatment of the lake. 
2. DEP had no comment. 
3. Newspaper reporter was there (Daily News). 
4. Cost for the treatment of milfoil is $75,000.00 
5. Copper sulfate could be an interim solution. 
6. Develop a monitoring plan for when fluridone is added. 
7. Winter 2012 will be the tentative deadline. 

 
 
E.   Lake Gardner non point pollution source study. 

 
1. Concern about farm nutrients, fertilizer etc… 
2. Farming to the wetlands off of Whitehall Road 



 
G.     Jay Knapp to discuss dock situations at next meeting. 
 
H. Tuxbury Pond Campground 

 
1. L&WW needs to address this issue. 
2. Need to evaluate the situation  
3. Need to determine what specific issues are there. 

 
 
I. Next meeting June 27th, Monday night (Tentative). 

 
Meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM. 
 

 



 
The June 27th was a meeting held at Larry’s Marina to establish Commission goals.  Mark 
unfortunately misplaced the notes from the meeting. 
 
There was not a quorum for the July meeting. 
 



Town of Amesbury 
Lakes and Waterways Commission 

Meeting of August 25, 2011 
Amesbury Health Center 

 
MINUTES: 
Commission Members Present: Bruce Georgian, Eric Bezanson, Cindy Roberts 
Guests: Daryl Daigneault, Sean Roaf, Sy Bourgoin:  All representing Clarks Pond 
  
The meeting began at 6:35 PM.    
 
A.  Engineers Report: The town engineer was not present. 

 
B. Clark’s Pond Discussion: Three residents of Clarks Pond attended tonight’s meeting to 
discuss the state of the pond.  It is filling in from extensive silt and is now extremely shallow.  
Residents are concerned about mosquitoes. The pond is spring feed and is about 4-5 acres.  
Due to many construction projects in the area the pond has been quickly deteriorating.  The 
wildlife is abundant and there are beaver dams blocking up the flow of water.   The 
commission made the following recommendations: 

 
1. Have a member join the board 
2. Create a Clarks Pond Association 
3. Contact the municipal council member for your district 
4. Continue to attend upcoming meetings. 

 
 

C. Current Business 
 

1. The annual goals were written up during our off site meeting at Larry’s Marina in 
June by Mark Sydlowski.  He needs to forward the meeting minutes. 

2. Bruce wrote a letter to Commission member John Vigliotti regarding attendance but 
hasn’t received a response. 

3. New Members: Cindy will write a request for members to join the commission to the 
newspaper, both Newburyport News and Amesbury News. 

4. Lake Attitash Status: The LAA is continuing to pursue funds for the milfoil removal 
for the Spring of 2012.  Work has also commenced on determining Lake Attitash’s 
nutrient budget.  This effort is being led by the EPA with LAA member support. 

5. Lake Gardner drawdown: Bruce is the Commission’s contact to the Mayor.  They 
will meet quarterly.  A letter was written to the Mayor regarding the $8,000 request 
for the work needed on Lake Gardner to complete a mussel survey to determine 
whether a drawdown can be done. 

6. Lake Gardner paid parking: Eric have been researching the possibility of paid 
parking at Lake Gardner to collect fees that can be used for Lakes and Waterways 
improvements.  He spoke to Kathy Crowly (Director of Youth Services and oversees 
the Lake Gardner beach), Rob Desmarais and Joe Fahey (Director of Community and 
Economic Development).  All are in favor.  Eric will continue with this project. 



7. Lake Gardner Weed Assessment Grant (Non Point Source Pollution): is complete.  
Bruce and Eric will be working with Rob Desmarias on the next steps. 

8. There was no update on 8 Towns and a Bay. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:00pm.  The next meeting is scheduled for September 15th.  



Town of Amesbury 
Lakes and Waterways Commission 

Meeting of October 20, 2011 
Amesbury Health Center 

 
 
MEETING MINUTES: 
Commission Members Present: Bruce Georgian, Eric Bezanson, Cindy Roberts 
Guests:  Ken Aspeslagh 
  
The meeting began at 6:40 PM.    
 

A. Previous Meeting Minutes: The meeting minutes from August 25, 2011 were 
approved by Bruce and Eric.  The meeting minutes (Annual Goals) from our 
June meeting were lost by Mark Sydlowski.  

 
B. Engineers Report: The town engineer was not present. 

 
 

C. Commission Election: The Commission voted to place Eric into the Vice 
Chairman position and Cindy into the Secretary position. 

ACTION: Bruce to send a letter to the Mayor with the changes. 
 

D. Commission Bylaws: The Commission voted in the affirmative to the 
amendment to the Commission Bylaws.  The amendment basically changes a 
quorum from 5 voting members to 3 voting members. 

ACTION: Cindy to send the bylaws to the Mayor’s office and update the 
bylaws on the website. 
 

E. Lake Gardner: The results from the Lake Gardner 604b report developed by 
CEI (Comprehensive Environmental Inc.) need to be reviewed.  The 
Commission reviewed the executive summary.   

 
1. Some of the items can be discussed directly with CEI and possibly turned into 

a 319 application (structural BMPs for large drainage systems and outfalls 
discharging directly into the lake). 

2. A hand pulling program to manage aquatic vegetation should be discussed 
with the Lake Gardner Improvement Association. 

3. The 50-foot vegetated buffer for farms should be reviewed with the Amesbury 
Conservation Commission. 

4. There is a storm drain that is not on the Lake Gardner map. 
 
ACTION: Bruce will meet with Rob Desmarais to determine the next steps. 
ACTION: Bruce will look into whether 319 grants are still available. 
ACTION: Bruce and Eric will send photos of the algae on the lake this past 
summer to Ken who has a contact at Wheaton College (ken@ecamm.com) 
and to Cindy to send to the MA Department of Public Health. 



 
F. Tuxbury Pond:  

1. There has been no response on the letter to John Vigliotti regarding his lack of 
attendance on the Commission. 

2. Eric volunteered to regularly test Tuxbury Pond at the dam for Ecoli (same 
test as at Lake Gardner beach and the sandy beach at Lake Attitash).  This was 
a recommendation from the CEI report.   

ACTION: Bruce to discuss the ecoli testing during his meeting with Rob.  Can it 
be funded by the town? 

 
G. Clark’s Pond: No representatives were available for the meeting.  They 

received late notice that the meeting had a quorum.   
 

H. Meadowbrook Pond: No representatives were available for the meeting.  They 
received late notice that the meeting had a quorum.   
 

I. Lake Attitash: The drawdown is underway.  The DPW did receive approval to 
remove sediment at the dam. 
ACTION: Cindy to check with Rob on whether the sediment was removed. 
 

J. The municipal council should be brought up to speed on the conditions of all of 
the Amesbury bodies of water.  A presentation when the new council is seated 
this winter would be beneficial. 
 

K. The Lakes and Waterways Commission agreed to develop an Assessment 
Document that will be used to begin the process of reviewing the status of each 
body of water in the town.   
ACTION: Cindy will begin the Assessment Document. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:40.   
The next meeting is scheduled for November 17th at 6:30pm 



Town of Amesbury 
Lakes and Waterways Commission 

Meeting of November 17, 2011 
Amesbury Health Center 

 
 
MEETING MINUTES: 
Commission members present: Bruce Georgian, Jay Knapp and Cindy Roberts 
Amesbury town engineer present: Peter Manor 
Guests:  Richard Joltes representing Meadowbrook and Sy Bourgoin representing Clarks 
Pond 
  
The meeting began at 6:40 PM.    
 
A.  Previous Meeting Minutes: The meeting minutes from October 20th were approved. 

 
B. Engineers Report:  

1. Lake Attitash/Meadowbrook and Lake Gardner draw-downs are underway.  Tod 
Campbell from the Lake Attitash Association has been working with Peter. It’s 
possible that sediment may be removed from in front of the Archbrook culvert if 
the DPW seeks approval from the Conservation Commission.  

2. Lake Gardner can’t be drawn down lower than 2 feet per the Watershed 
Management Plan. Sediment will be removed from the Birches Dam.    

3. Peter discussed the condition of Clarks Pond.  Dredging would be very expensive 
and require permitting and an order of conditions. 
   

C. Administration: It was agreed that approved minutes would be sent to the mayor’s office. 
 

D. Lake Gardner: The Lake Gardner 604b report developed by CEI (Comprehensive 
Environmental Inc.) has been briefly reviewed.  The Commission reviewed parts of the 
report with Peter Manor.   

 
1. 319 grants are not available to Amesbury because of the population size of the 

city.  It is hoped that this may change with the 2012 applications. 
2. Without 319 grants available, it’ll be critical to prioritize the recommendations for 

storm water BMPs enhancements: catch basins, baffle tanks etc.  Peter and Bruce 
chose one of the most important drainage locations, which is between 99&101: 4-
12.  
ACTION: Bruce needs to work with Peter and Rob to prioritize and estimate the 
cost for improvements so that the work can be budgeted. 

3. One recommendation in the report was for monthly water monitoring at the 
Tuxbury Pond outlet during the months that the campground is operational in 
order to detect septic system failures.   
ACTION: Cindy to review this recommendation with Rob, confirm cost and 
determine if either the DPW or Health Department can fund the effort. 

4. The 50-foot vegetated buffer for farms should be reviewed with the Amesbury 
Conservation Commission. 



5. Mussel survey status: No funding yet available. 
6. ACTION: Eric to find out if the endangered mussels are found in Lake Gardner 

during the survey what are our options to enable a drawdown? The commission 
needs to know what the costs may be after the survey. 

 
7. ACTION from previous meeting: Bruce and Eric will send photos of the algae on 

the lake this past summer to Ken Aspeslagh who has a contact at Wheaton 
College (ken@ecamm.com) and to Cindy to send to the MA Department of Public 
Health. 

 
E. Tuxbury Pond: The campground expansion project is progressing. Amesbury doesn’t 
want the possibility for additional septage to leak into the pond that enters the water 
treatment plant. The city is still involved in relaying our complaints at hearings in South 
Hampton. 

ACTION: Cindy to find out if the Board of Health will fund ecoli testing after 
the Tuxbury dam next summer.   

 
F. Clarks Pond: ACTION: Sy is going to write-up a summary of the current situation on 
that pond including some history of the conditions for the Assessment Report 

 
G. Meadowbrook Pond: ACTION: Richard is going to write-up a summary of the current 
situation on that pond for the Assessment Report. 

 
H. Lake Attitash:  

 
1. The drawdown is underway.  The DPW did receive approval to remove sediment 

at the dam. ACTION: Cindy to check with Peter on when the sediment will be 
removed. 

2. Fundraising is continuing for the herbicide to try to rid the lake of milfoil.  
3. The EPA has been working with the LAA on storm water testing to develop a 

nutrient budget. 
 

I. Park Pond: Drainage issues 
 

J. Pattens Pond: Drainage issues.  There is a beaver dam on that pond. 
 

K. Bailey Pond: Not owned by Amesbury so is not under the Lakes and Waterways 
Commission. 

 
L. The municipal council should be brought up to speed on the conditions of all of the 
Amesbury bodies of water.  A presentation when the new council is seated this winter would 
be beneficial. 

 
M. The Lakes and Waterways Commission agreed to develop an Assessment Document that 
will be used to begin the process of reviewing the status of each body of water in the town.   

ACTION: Cindy will continue to work on the Assessment Document. 



ACTION: Cindy to talk with Rob about applying for a 604b grant with CEI’s 
support for Meadowbrook/Tuxbury and Clark’s Pond. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:15.   
The next meeting is scheduled for December 15th at 6:30pm 
 



Town of Amesbury 
Lakes and Waterways Commission 

Meeting of December 15, 2011 
Amesbury Health Center 

 
 
DRAFT MEETING MINUTES: 
Commission members present: Bruce Georgian, Jay Knapp, Eric Bezanson and Cindy 
Roberts 
Amesbury town engineer present: Peter Manor 
Guests:  Richard Joltes representing Meadowbrook; Sy Bourgoin representing Clarks Pond 
and Ben Siebeker 
  
The meeting began at 6:40 PM.    
 
A. Previous Meeting Minutes: The meeting minutes from November 17th were 

approved with one change made to include the location of the most important 
drainage area to fix on Lake Gardner. 
 

B. Engineers Report:  
1. 2 ½ inches of rain last week is slowing down the drawdown progress. 
2. There is a beaver dam issue between Archbrook and the water treatment plant.  This 

is delaying the dredging project in front of The Birches Dam.  Peter is looking for a 
permit to get the beaver dam under control. 

3. Richard mentioned the trees down in NH on the Powow near Lone Goose Road that 
may slow down water flowing in Amesbury.  Rob Desmaris passed this information 
on to the NH DES back in April, but nothing occurred.  Action: Cindy to send the 
earlier email to Peter Manor to have him follow-up with NH DES. 

4. R street bridge – The abutments are falling apart; Fern Avenue – Getting FEMA 
funding; longer concrete slab and new abutments 

5. There is a beaver problem on Tuxbury filling in the Stateline Dam. 
6. Action: Peter is going to touch base with Rob and Stephanie Hanson to see if there 

is a possibility for a 604b grant to assess Tuxbury/Meadowbrook Pond and Clark’s 
Pond. 

 
 

C. Lake Gardner: The Lake Gardner 604b report developed by CEI (Comprehensive 
Environmental Inc.) has been reviewed by Bruce and Peter.  The Commission 
reviewed parts of the report with Peter Manor.   
 

ACTION: Bruce needs to work with Peter and Rob to prioritize and estimate 
the cost for improvements so that the work can be budgeted. 
 

a. The 50-foot vegetated buffer for farms should be reviewed with the Amesbury 
Conservation Commission. 

b. Mussel survey status: No funding yet available. 
 



D. Tuxbury Pond: Peter Manor will be attending the upcoming public hearing with the 
South Hampton planning board in regards to the Tuxbury Pond Campground (proper 
septic system, in-compliance with NH DES and testing results).   

ACTION: Peter is going to request that Amesbury receive the water testing 
results performed by Biomarine on a regular basis.  The town is concerned with 
fecal matter and poor water quality caused by the Campground. 
ACTION: Jay is going to see if the water testing results are public record. 

 
E. Clarks Pond: ACTION: Sy is going to write-up a summary of the current situation 

on that pond including some history of the conditions for the Assessment Report 
 

F. Meadowbrook Pond: ACTION: Richard is going to write-up a summary of the 
current situation on that pond for the Assessment Report. 

 
G. Lake Attitash:  

 
1. The drawdown is underway.  The DPW did receive approval to remove sediment at 

the dam but there is a beaver dam issue that Peter is trying to resolve. 
2. Fundraising for milfoil treatment is still in progress. 

  
H. Park Pond: Drainage issues. No status 

 
I. Pattens Pond: Drainage issues.  There is a beaver dam on that pond. No status 

 
J. The municipal council should be brought up to speed on the conditions of all of the 

Amesbury bodies of water. A yearly budget to help maintain the lakes and waterways 
would be highly beneficial. 

 
K. The Lakes and Waterways Commission agreed to develop an Assessment Document 

that will be used to begin the process of reviewing the status of each body of water in 
the town.   

ACTION: Cindy will continue to work on the Assessment Document. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00.   
The next meeting is scheduled for January 19th at 6:30pm. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


