City Council Ordinance Committee Minutes
Tuesday, January 8, 2013
Town Hall Auditorium

6:15 p.m.

Meeting opened at 6:25 p.m. 
Members present: Councilor Kimball, Councilor Kelcourse, Mr. Johnson, Ms. Casey and Councilor Lavoie

2012-091 Adopt the Stretch Energy Code in the City of Amesbury – Councilor Scorzoni, Council President Ferguson and Councilor Lavoie sponsor

Summary:  The “stretch code” is an appendix to the Massachusetts building energy code that allows cities and towns to choose a stream lined, and more cost effective route to achieving approximately 20% better energy efficiency in new residential homes and for commercial buildings greater than 5,000 square feet.  As of October 18th, 122 municipalities have adopted this code. This performance-based system encourages the use of “Energy Star” rated appliances and products to meet this requirement. Adoption of the “stretch code” by the City of Amesbury is also a prerequisite in order to receive the designation of a Green Community by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, enabling the city to compete for approximately $10 million in annual grant funds from the state for energy efficiency and renewable activities. 

Councilor Lavoie reviewed the reason for this meeting that there was concern about a way to opt out and the need to print out some more information to satisfy that concern. He stated that he did find an answer to that concern and it is yes there is a way to opt out with an order by the Mayor and six Councilors for approval. He then opened up for discussion.

Councilor Kelcourse stated that he didn’t see any need for the stretch code because it is a regulation on top of a regulation that is already in place. He stated that he feels it is a lot of communities that are going for a small amount of money that might or might not be there. If the state is going to be putting the law into effect he does not see the need to go forth with this. 
Councilor Kimball stated that his concern was similar to Councilor Lavoie’s concern. He feels that with the financial stuff aside, hearing that there is a way to opt out if we need to later on down the line he feels he is ready to move forward with a positive recommendation. 

Ms. Casey stated that she was initially concerned about the impact on building and the home prices and the costs of repairs but after the public information sessions and hearing from builders themselves have allayed those concerns that they are already building to the stretch codes and that the additional costs of complying to the stretch codes will be absorbed with the reduction in energy costs. She stated that as a community we need to be moving forward aggressively toward reducing our carbon footprint and preserve as much of our environment as we can. She feels even though we have no guarantee of receiving funds we need get in the game and start moving forward on environmental issues so she is in favor of it.
Mr. Johnson stated that looking at this from a consumer point of view he feels that when he had to do repairs to his own home, windows and then a new furnace the question was do we insulate the duct work or not. It was not required by the code but the contractor recommended it and even though as much as he didn’t feel he could afford it at the time, he followed the contractor’s recommendation. He stated that he did not need an ordinance, he relied on the contractor who suggested that was the time to do it and get the tax credits while they were still there and it is done and paid for. He stated that is his take that he relied on his contractor not the ordinance.
Councilor Lavoie stated that if it is coming anyway why not get on in time to reap some of the benefits. He feels that our Energy Task Force has been studying this issue and it is their recommendation. We have had public sessions. He feels of any new ordinance that we have adopted this has had the most airing and review. He is in favor of it and in terms of where it fits into the Green Community package, the solar adoption we did last year and this are the two heavy items of the five. The other three items are administrative and the Mayor has assured the Leadership that it is quite manageable and will be followed through on.
Councilor Kelcourse wanted to be on the record that he is green but not in favor of more laws.

Ms. Casey moved to send 2012-091 back to the Council with a recommendation to adopt the Stretch Energy Code. Councilor Kimball seconded and it was voted: IN FAVOR: Casey, Lavoie, Kimball, OPPOSED: Kelcourse, Johnson

Councilor Kimball moved to adjourn at 6:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Dunning

Administrative Assistant

January 8, 2012
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