City Council Finance Committee Minutes
Tuesday, March 26, 2013, 7:00 p.m.
City Hall Auditorium

Councilor Neale called the March 26, 2013 Finance Committee meeting to order.

Councilor Neale asked to take 2013-034 out of order and add 2013-037 to the agenda.

Councilor McMilleon moved to take 2013-034 out of order and to add 2013-037 to the agenda. Councilor Ferguson seconded and it was voted unanimous.
2013-034 An Order to request the City Council to vote to appropriate $200,000 from Free Cash for various projects – Mayor Kezer sponsor

Summary: This order will provide the funding for the improvement of City parks, restoration of war memorials, a solar park development consultant and a branding consultant.

Councilor Neale explained the various projects, which are: $125,000 for improvements of City parks; $25,000 for the restoration of monuments and war memorials; $20,000 for a solar park development consultant; and $30,000 for a branding/marketing consultant.

Mayor Kezer explained his request for a transfer from Free Cash for the four specific projects.
Councilor McMilleon, Councilor Kimball, Councilor Kelcourse, Councilor Scorzoni, Councilor Ferguson, Councilor Gilday, Councilor Lavoie, and Councilor McClure commented on this.
Eric Gregoire presented.

James Thivierge spoke about the tax rate.

Francis Justin spoke about the need for monuments to be restored.

Claude Gonthier believes this is not a priority and feels it should be spent on something City needs, such as road repair.
Michelle Sanchez spoke on behalf of the Park Renovation Committee.
J. Michael Greaney asked about the trailers and the agreement(s) for them.
Ken Gray spoke about spending and next year’s tax rate. He asked that the Mayor hold off on capital expenditures.
Scott Mandeville supports the branding consultant for the City.

Rosemary Cashman does not support the hiring of branding consultant for the City.

Rick Bartley from the Chamber of Commerce is in favor of the branding initiative. 
Eric Bezanson is in favor of the improvement for the parks. He is in support of the veterans and the solar.
Councilor Kimball doesn’t think the timing is right for the 25k to go to branding.
Councilor Kelcourse is not in favor of the 20k for the solar park development consultant.
Councilor McMilleon, Councilor Scorzoni, Councilor Kelcourse, Councilor Neale, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Ferguson, and Councilor McClure discussed various points of the order.
Councilor Gilday moved to approve 2013-034 in full. Councilor Lavoie seconded.  Councilor Scorzoni asked to amend the $125,000 improvements of City Parks as follows: $125,000 Improvements of City Parks; provided that not less than $100,000 shall be expended for the purchase and installation of playground equipment and supporting amenities at Town Park and ; provided further that not less than $25,000 shall be expended for the installation of playground equipment and to repair the basketball court at the Collins Street Park. Councilor Gilday accepted the amendment as part of the motion and Councilor Lavoie seconded.

Councilor McMilleon moved to amend 2013-034 to take each item separately by dividing the question into 2013-034A, 034B, 034C and 034D. Councilor Kelcourse seconded. 
Roll Call vote for amendment - 5-Yes, Kimball - Y, McClure - Y, McMilleon - Y, Kelcourse - Y, Neale - Y; 4 No, Lavoie - No,  Scorzoni - N, Gilday - N, Ferguson - N  
Councilor Gilday moved to recommend approval of 2013-034A as amended: $125,000 Improvements of City Parks; provided that not less than $100,000 shall be expended for the purchase and installation of playground equipment and supporting amenities at Town Park and; provided further that not less than $25,000 shall be expended for the installation of playground equipment and to repair the basketball court at the Collins Street Park..  Councilor Lavoie seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Kimball - Y, Lavoie - Y, McClure - Y, McMilleon - Y, Scorzoni - Y, Gilday - Y, Kelcourse - Y, Ferguson - Y, Neale - Y - Unanimous

Councilor Ferguson moved to recommend approval of 2013-034B $25,000 Restoration of Monuments and War Memorials. Councilor Gilday seconded. Roll Call Vote: Kimball - Y, Lavoie - Y, McClure - N, McMilleon - Y, Scorzoni - Y, Gilday - Y, Kelcourse - Y, Ferguson - Y, Neale - Y - 8 Yes, 1 No

Councilor Ferguson moved to recommend approval of 2013-034C $20,000 Solar Park Development Consultant.  Councilor Gilday seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Kimball - Y, Lavoie - Y, McClure - N, McMilleon - N,  Scorzoni - Y, Gilday - Y, Kelcourse - Y, Ferguson - Y, Neale - Y -  7 - Yes, 2- No

Councilor Ferguson moved to recommend approval of 2013-034D $30,000 for Branding/Marketing Consultant. Councilor Gilday seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Kimball - N, Lavoie - Y, McClure - N, McMilleon - N,  Scorzoni - Y, Gilday - Y, Kelcourse - N, Ferguson - Y, Neale - Y -  5 Yes, 4-No

2013-038 - An Order to create the Amesbury Heritage Park – Mayor Kezer sponsor
Summary: To designate an area of property on Water Street as the Amesbury Heritage Park and to dedicate it as a Public Park in accordance with MGL Chapter 45 Section 3.

Mayor Kezer presented.
Joseph Fahey discussed the history of this area, as well as the current state of the area.
Trish Domegan from VHB presented.
Mayor Kezer said the timing on this is critical, and hopes the Council will vote on this in April.

John Higgins presented.

Councilor Scorzoni, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Gilday, Councilor McMilleon, Joseph Fahey, Councilor McClure, Mayor Kezer, Councilor Kimball commented.

Councilor Neale opened the public comment of the meeting.

Megan Peterson commented regarding the project and is in support of it.
Matt Sherrill is in support of the project and thinks it is a wonderful idea.

J. Michael Greaney commented.

Claude Gonthier wants this project to pay for itself.

Peter Hoyt supports this project strongly.

Jane Snow doesn’t think the City can afford this.
Bob Taylor supports the project.
Rick Bartley supports this project.

Bill Chatigny thinks the project should move forward in the development.

Rosemary Cashman thinks the City should move forward with this.

Councilor Neale motioned to continue the meeting until Monday, April 1, 2013, at 7 p.m., at the Senior Center. Councilor McClure moved the motion. Councilor Gilday seconded. Councilor Lavoie motioned to adjourn. Councilor Gilday seconded. It was voted unanimous.

The meeting adjourned at 11:05 p.m. 
