Ordinance Committee Minutes
Tuesday, May 21, 2013

City Hall Auditorium

7:00 p.m.

Councilor Lavoie called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.

Present: Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Kimball, Councilor Kelcourse and Atty. Johnson

Absent: Atty. Casey 

New business:

2013-056 An Ordinance to increase the local hotel tax from 4% to 6% - Councilor McClure sponsor

Summary: The City of Amesbury currently has a 4% excise tax rate; this bill serves to raise the rate by 2%.

Councilor Scorzoni, Councilor Lavoie, and Councilor Kimball discussed the proposed bill. Councilor Kelcourse feels as though we should attract new hotels first, and then propose to change the rate. Mr. Johnson and Councilor Lavoie have no objection. 
Councilor Kimball moved that the Ordinance Committee send this back to the Municipal Council with a recommendation as to form and put it up for further discussion through the process at the Finance Committee and then back to the Municipal Council.

Mr. Johnson seconded and it was voted IN FAVOR: (3) Lavoie, Johnson, Kimball, PRESENT: (1) Kelcourse, ABSENT (1) Casey

2013-060 An Order to amend Amesbury Code Chapter 20 Section 20-8 – Councilor Ferguson sponsor

Summary: This ordinance seeks to amend Chapter 20-8 and add section 20-8A. This order would require grant applications that require a match from the City to be submitted to the clerk and council at the time of filing.

Councilor Scorzoni discussed the proposed amendment with the Council. 
Councilor Kelcourse believes it is already in the current Chapter 20-8. 
Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Scorzoni, Councilor Kelcourse and Atty. Johnson discussed changing some of the language in the amendment.
Councilor Kimball appreciates the proposal; however a tighter ordinance or a tighter code would be better served for the public.
Councilor Kelcourse moved to table. Councilor Kimball seconded and it was voted Unanimous (4) Lavoie, Kimball, Kelcourse and Johnson
Councilor Kimball motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m. Councilor Kelcourse seconded and it was voted unanimous.

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

City Clerks Office

