Ordinance Committee Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, July 16, 2013, at 7 p.m.
City Hall Auditorium
Councilor Lavoie called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 
Present: Atty. Johnson, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Kimball, Atty. Casey, and Councilor Kelcourse will be late.
Jane Snow and Nipun Jain are in the audience.

New Business:

2013-083 An Ordinance to Request the City Council to vote that the City of Amesbury hereby designates certain properties along Water Street and Chestnut Street in the “Lower Millyard and Carriage Hill Urban Park” as a Priority Development Site.

Summary: The existing uses in the industrial buildings in the Lower Millyard and Carriage Hill neighborhood are evolving and changing with the needs of the time and economy. As more and more conventional manufacturing industrial uses decline, the property owners seek to revitalize these buildings for mixed residential and commercial uses.
2013-084 An Ordinance to request that the City Council vote to amend the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw (X I. R.) and the Overlay District Zoning Map

Summary: The City of Amesbury currently has one designated Priority Development Site, Golden Triangle and is proposing to designate another Priority Development site, the Lower Millyard and Carriage Hill Urban Park, located in the Central Industrial and Light Manufacturing Districts off of Elm Street.
Nipun Jain gave an overview of what a Priority Development Site is.

There were discussions regarding zoning, maps, and lot plans.

Nipun will add names of property owners and parcel numbers to the map.

Councilor Lavoie would like a memo from Nipun Jain regarding the National Grid bump out.

Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion that the Ordinance Committee report back favorably to the Council on both 2013-083 and 2013-084, recommending adoption as submitted. Atty. Johnson moved the motion. Councilor Kimball seconded.

It was voted unanimous (4) Atty. Johnson, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Kimball, and Atty. Casey

2013-085 An Ordinance to Request that the City Council vote to amend the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw (X.I. Q.) and the Overlay District Zoning Map

Summary: The City proposes to establish two new Smart Growth Overlay Districts. These Smart Growth Districts created pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 40R allow mixed uses to revitalize dilapidated buildings and vacant parcels.
Nipun Jain explained what a Smart Growth District is. (Cedar and Poplar, Water and Chestnut)

There was a discussion regarding marketing to developers, zoning, opportunity for grants, redevelopment opportunities, etc.

Councilor Kelcourse joined the meeting at approximately 8 p.m.

Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion that the Ordinance Committee recommended adoption to the Council on 2013-085, as submitted. Atty. Casey moved the motion. Atty. Johnson seconded.

It was voted unanimous (5) Atty. Johnson, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Kimball, Councilor Kelcourse and Atty. Casey

2013-086 An Ordinance to Request the City Council to vote to amend the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw (V and VI)

Summary: The proposed zoning amendments would allow the City to make the existing dimensional controls more flexible and integrate the additional requirements within the permit approval process through the Planning Board. It encourages the economic revitalization of existing historic structures and maximizes the potential of under utilized assets and infrastructure in the zoning districts.
Nipun Jain presented the reasons for amending the Zoning Bylaw (V and VI)
Changes need to be made (removing the word development) in Section VI – DIMENSIONAL AND DENSITY REGULATIONS – Section VI.F.11

In the Central Business District (CBD) and the Central Industrial Development (ICZD)
Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion that the Ordinance Committee recommended adoption to the Council on 2013-086, as amended. Councilor Kimball moved the motion. Atty. Johnson seconded.

It was voted unanimous (5) Atty. Johnson, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Kimball, Councilor Kelcourse and Atty. Casey

2013-087 An Order that the City Council vote to accept the Quitclaim deed from D.E.C.M. LLC for Parcel A located off Lions Mouth Road.

Summary: This order will accept the quitclaim deed from D.E.C.M.LLC for a parcel of land known as Parcel A, consisting of 8,622 square feet, located off Lions Mouth Rd. as shown on a plan entitled “Definitive Subdivision Plan for Quimby Lane and prepared by Professional Engineers & Land Surveyors, Christiansen & Sergi, Inc. 160 Summer Street, Haverhill, MA 01830” and recorded with the Essex South Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 429, Plan 16.

Nipun Jain presented information on the parcel located off Loins Mouth Rd. 

Councilor Lavoie asked Nipun Jain to provide a memorandum to go the City Council from Kopelman and Paige.
Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion that the Ordinance Committee recommends to the Council that 2013-087 is accepted, with the Town Planner’s memorandum included. Atty. Casey moved the motion. Councilor Kimball seconded.

It was voted unanimous (5) Atty. Johnson, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Kimball, Councilor Kelcourse and Atty. Casey

2013-088 An Order to require that the City Council vote to approve the grant of Quitclaim Deed to the Conservation Commission from Albert Coulliard and Roland A. Coulliard for parcel B located off Quimby Lane, Amesbury and to authorize the mayor to accept said gift of property.

Summary: This order will accept the Quitclaim deed from D.E.C.M. LLC for a parcel of land known as Parcel B, consisting of 641,571 square feet (14.7284 acres), more or less (the “Property”), on a plan of land entitled “Definitive Subdivision Plan for Quimby Lane located in Amesbury, MA.” Dated November 15, 2010, prepared by Christiansen & Sergi, Inc., and recorded with the Essex South Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 429, Plan 16.
Nipun Jain presented information on the parcel located on Quimby Lane.
Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion that the Council votes to accept this parcel of land (2013-088) being subject to the presentation of a full certificate of compliance by the Conservation Commission; as well as a memorandum from Kopelman and Paige that states their approval. Councilor Kelcourse moved the motion. Atty. Johnson seconded.

It was voted unanimous (5) Atty. Johnson, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Kimball, Councilor Kelcourse and Atty. Casey

Act on minutes – Atty. Johnson moved to accept the minutes of July 2, 2013 as submitted. Councilor Kimball seconded. 
It was voted (4) Yes, Atty. Johnson, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Kimball, and Councilor Kelcourse. Atty. Casey abstained.
Councilor Kimball moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:52 p.m., Atty. Casey seconded and it was voted unanimous.

The meeting adjourned at 8:52 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

Office of the City Clerk
