City Council Finance Committee Meeting

Minutes
Tuesday, September 24, 2013
Councilor Neale called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
Roll call was taken: Councilor Kimball, Councilor Kelcourse, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor McMilleon, Councilor McClure, Councilor Scorzoni, Councilor Ferguson, Councilor Neale, and Councilor Gilday had an excused absence.
Councilor Ferguson made a motion to accept the minutes as submitted from Tuesday, September 10, 2013. Councilor Lavoie seconded and it was voted unanimous.
2013-088 An Order to require that the City Council vote to approve the grant of Quitclaim Deed to the Conservation Commission from Albert Coulliard and Roland A. Coulliard for parcel B located off Quimby Lane, Amesbury and to authorize the mayor to accept said gift of property.

Nipun Jain, City Planner, said that the trail was cleared and completed by the developer, the Conservation Commission accepted the deed, and issued the certificate of compliance. This parcel is now clear of obligations that were required under the order of conditions.

Councilor Neale opened the public portion of the meeting.
Mr. Greaney asked if the catch basins were working correctly.
Nipun Jain explained the way the system was functioning; and said that the Planning Board’s consultant reviewed the construction and monitored it after it was completed to make sure it functioned as designed. The report came back clean, as per the design.
Councilor Lavoie asked if the Conservation Commission desired to accept responsibility for this parcel. Nipun Jain said it does.
Councilor Neale said it abuts a parcel of town owned property and it would give access to all citizenry to these parcels.

Nipun Jain said that it allows for more flexibility in how and what can be done in regards to maintenance issues.

Councilor Ferguson moved to recommend to the Municipal Council to approve 2013-88, an Order to require that the City Council vote to approve the grant of Quitclaim Deed to the Conservation Commission from Albert Coulliard and Roland A. Coulliard for parcel B located off Quimby Lane, Amesbury and to authorize the mayor to accept said gift of property.
Councilor Scorzoni seconded. 

A vote was taken and it was voted unanimous: (8-YES) Councilor Kimball – Y, Councilor Kelcourse – Y, Councilor Lavoie – Y, Councilor McMilleon – Y, Councilor McClure – Y, Councilor Scorzoni – Y, Councilor Ferguson – Y, Councilor Neale – Y 

2013-096


An Order to accept a sub-grant in the amount of $100,000 from the Merrimack Valley Planning Commission Regional Brownfields Cleanup Revolving Loan Fund Program - Mayor Kezer sponsor
Eric Gregoire, Chief of Staff, explained the sub-grant.

Councilor McClure asked about grant monies. Gregoire responded about the grant monies; and further explained the different levels of remediation.
Councilor McMilleon would like to know if there’s enough funds or if this will come back to the Council and be asking for more funds to finish the project. Gregoire responded that the final number will come in with the bid.
Councilor Kimball asked if the environmental assessments were finished. Gregoire responded that they are not complete.

Councilor Kelcourse reiterated that there is no cost to the City, and Gregoire agreed.

Councilor Neale opened the public comment.
Jane Snow commented about her knowledge on the progress of the cleanup. She is concerned about the figure being a moving target.
Claude Gonthier asked what the bid is on the parcel located at 25 Water St.

Councilor Neale said that they haven’t determined the amount of fill needed at this point.
Mr. Greaney was concerned about the loan and doesn’t want it to happen in the future. Councilor Neale commented that the Council is not taking a loan at this time.
Councilor McMilleon would like the Mayor to come in and discuss the project.
Councilor Neale closed the public portion of the meeting.

Councilor Kelcourse again reiterated that there is no cost to the City.

Councilor Scorzoni said that it is a valid point that there could be a gap in the funding and we need to think about that.
Councilor Neale said that money may be used in future economic grants. 

Councilor Ferguson moved to recommend to the Municipal Council to accept 2013-96, an Order to accept a sub-grant in the amount of $100,000 from the Merrimack Valley Planning Commission Regional Brownfields Cleanup Revolving Loan Fund Program

Councilor Kelcourse seconded. 

A vote was taken and it was voted unanimous: (8-YES) Councilor Kimball – Y, Councilor Kelcourse – Y, Councilor Lavoie – Y, Councilor McMilleon – Y, Councilor McClure – Y, Councilor Scorzoni – Y, Councilor Ferguson – Y, Councilor Neale – Y 

2013-097

An Order that the City Council Authorize the Mayor to enter into an inter-municipal agreement for the acceptance of veteran's services from the City of Newburyport

Eric Gregoire, Chief of Staff, spoke about the proposal for the inter-municipal agreement for veteran’s services. The total savings annually would be approximately $30-35k.
Councilor Ferguson asked what would happen if one of the communities did not accept this. Gregoire responded it would change our appropriation.

Councilor Scorzoni asked if the City has looked into restructuring without including Newburyport. Gregoire said the rational was that all five communities were at a juncture where they were all experiencing a lack of staff, beside Newburyport.

Councilor Kimball asked about the cost savings, Gregoire responded.
Councilor Kelcourse asked if this was a recommendation from the adhoc committee, Gregoire responded it was.

Councilor Neale opened the public comment.

Mr. Greaney is against the proposal; he would like it to remain in Amesbury.

Jane Snow spoke about her past experiences with Veterans Services. She asked how raises will be dealt with.

Claude Gonthier asked about how benefits would be paid. Gregoire responded he would be a City of Newburyport employee.
Councilor Neale closed public comment.

Councilor McMilleon asked about the amount of time the agent would be in Amesbury. Gregoire said that time would be split between Newburyport and Amesbury.
Councilor Scorzoni asked about Amesbury’s local activities. Gregoire responded they would stay local.

Councilor Lavoie read (in Para 4) that the agent would be in Amesbury at least 50% of the time. 
Councilor Scorzoni asked about the termination of veteran’s districts, and pushback from veterans groups. Gregoire updated him.

Councilor McClure would like to continue the discussion to the next meeting in order to obtain more information, and to think about it more; and hear feedback from veterans.

Councilor Kelcourse feels confident in Mr. Hunt. He feels this is a move in this direction, without giving up the service.
Councilor Lavoie agrees with the concept; and feels it is okay to move forward with the vote.

Councilor Ferguson also feels it is okay to move forward with the vote.

Councilor Neale would Mr. Hunt to attend the next Council meeting and hear his testimony. Gregoire assured the Committee that Hunt would attend.
Councilor Scorzoni said he feels strongly about keeping this service in Amesbury and it should stay funded.

Councilor Kelcourse moved to recommend to the Municipal Council to adopt 2013-97, an Order that the City Council authorize the Mayor to enter into an inter-municipal agreement for the acceptance of veteran's services from the City of Newburyport, provided that Mr. Hunt testify before the Council that evening to its satisfaction.
Councilor Lavoie seconded. 

A vote was taken: (5-YES) (3-NO) Councilor Kimball – Y, Councilor Kelcourse – Y, Councilor Lavoie – Y, Councilor Ferguson – Y, Councilor Neale – Y,  Councilor McMilleon – N, Councilor McClure – N, Councilor Scorzoni – N
Public service announcements:
10/1 Ordinance Committee Meeting

9/29 Pumpkin Chucking Festival at Amesbury Sports Park

9/29 Domestic Violence, Communities Response to Tragedy at Friends Meetinghouse 

9/28 Walk for the Poor

10/5-10/7 Playground Renovation Committee, park rebuild, volunteers needed (7a-5p)

10/5 Fall Festival

10/5 Open House at Fire Station

Councilor McClure inquired about the Public Safety bids. She would like an update. Councilor Neale mentioned that Councilor Gilday will have a public forum for that, at the PBI Committee meeting. Councilor McClure would like the public safety bid to come to the finance committee.
Councilor McClure would like an update from the Mayor about the bids.

Councilor Ferguson will make sure there is an update to be distributed at the Municipal Council Meeting.

Councilor McClure made a motion that there is information given to the public, specifically to the person who is requesting the information.
Councilor McClure motioned to adjourn at 8:45 p.m. Councilor Kelcourse seconded and it was voted unanimous.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

Office of the City Clerk
