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AMESBURY    
                                                                                        CITY HALL  

                                                                                        62 Friend Street

                                                                                       Amesbury, MA 01913    
Ordinance Committee
Minutes
Tuesday, November 19, 2013, 7 p.m.
Councilor Lavoie called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.
Present: Atty. Johnson, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Kimball, and Councilor Kelcourse

Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion to accept the minutes of October 1, 2013; as submitted. Councilor Kelcourse moved the motion. Atty. Johnson seconded and it was voted unanimous (4) Atty. Johnson, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Kimball, and Councilor Kelcourse

2013-116 An Ordinance requesting the Municipal Council vote to amend the provisions of the Amesbury Zoning Bylaws to allow for the limited use of maintaining chickens as pets and for egg production in residential areas.

Summary: The purpose of this ordinance is to balance the desire of residents to own backyard chickens while protecting abutting neighbors from noise, odor, damage or threats to health and public safety.
Councilor Scorzoni spoke having residential chicken coups. There was a discussion about special permits.
Denis Nadeau spoke about zoning and acreage requirements. He believes that there should be a minimum acreage requirement of a quarter acre.
Councilor Lavoie thinks it should be zoned to R20 and above.

Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion to table 2013-116 to a special meeting of the Ordinance Committee to be held at 6:30 p.m. on December 10, 2013. Councilor Kelcourse moved the motion. Atty. Johnson seconded. It was voted unanimous (4) Atty. Johnson, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Kimball, and Councilor Kelcourse

2013-119 An Order that the City Council vote to provide snow and ice removal from Quimby Lane.

Summary: this order will provide the residents of Quimby Lane with municipal snow and ice removal services while the street acceptance process is pending.
Robert Desmarais explained the order. The street has been completed and the Planning Board and Con Com have signed off on it. He expects this street will be accepted in March of 2014.
Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion to recommend 2013-119 back to the Municipal Council with a recommendation that it be adopted as submitted. Councilor Kelcourse moved the motion. Councilor Kimball seconded. It was voted (3Y – 1 N) Yes = Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Kimball, and Councilor Kelcourse. No = Atty. Johnson
Councilor Lavoie asked to move 2013-123 out of order.

2013-123 An Order to request that the City Council vote to layout and accept a certain road and easements within Spring Hill Subdivision, said road being Timber Lane, as a public way.

Summary: to accept Timber Lane as a public way.

Robert Desmarais spoke about Timber Lane. 
Councilor Scorzoni spoke about the storm water system.

Councilor Lavoie asked about pending litigation. Robert Desmarais said there is none.

Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion to recommend 2013-123 back to the Municipal Council with a recommendation that it be adopted as submitted. Atty. Johnson moved the motion. Councilor Kelcourse seconded. It was voted unanimous (4) Atty. Johnson, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Kimball, and Councilor Kelcourse

2013-122 An Order to request the City Council vote to authorize the mayor to enter into a twenty-five year lease agreement for the development of soccer fields at Woodsom Farm.

Summary: The Mayor seeks to offer leased space at Woodsom Farm for the relocation and development of quality soccer fields for the community’s soccer programs. By offering an extended lease agreement, the awardee of the lease agreement would be able to secure long-term non-city funding for the construction of appropriate soccer fields.
Eric Gregoire explained the lease agreement to the Committee. He provided the Committee with a copy of a sample lease agreement.
Councilor Kelcourse asked for further information regarding fees.

Eric Gregoire discussed public use of the fields.

Atty. Johnson suggested that this be taken up again on December 10.

Councilor Neale spoke about the previous history regarding the fields.
Councilor Lavoie requested a copy of the deed.

Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion to table 2013-122 until 6 p.m. on December 10, for further discussion. Councilor Kimball moved the motion. Atty. Johnson seconded. It was voted unanimous (4) Atty. Johnson, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Kimball, and Councilor Kelcourse
The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

Office of the City Clerk
