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AMESBURY    
                                                                                                                     CITY HALL  

                                                                                                                     62 Friend Street

                                                                                                                     Amesbury, MA 01913    
City Council Finance Committee Meeting

Minutes
Tuesday, November 26, 2013
Councilor Neale called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

Roll call was taken: Councilor Kimball, Councilor Kelcourse, Councilor McMilleon, Councilor McClure, Councilor Scorzoni, Councilor Neale, and Councilor Gilday.
Councilor Lavoie arrived at 7:15 p.m. and Councilor Ferguson arrived at 7:45 p.m. 
Councilor Kelcourse made a motion to accept the minutes as submitted from Tuesday, September 24, 2013. Councilor McMilleon seconded and it was voted unanimous.

2013-117 An Order to request the City Council vote to hold the annual Classification hearing to vote on four (4) separate items in order to establish the tax burdens for each class of property.
Jason DiScipio spoke about establishing a single tax rate, open space rate, residential exception, and small commercial exemption.

Councilor Neale opened the public portion of the meeting.
James Thivierge asked the Assessor what the residential rate would be at 1.50, and asked the same for the CIP rate. The Assessor would provide that information at the public hearing on December 10. Mr. Thivierge gave his statement.
Councilor Neale closed the public portion of the meeting.

Councilor Kimball, Councilor Kelcourse, Councilor Lavoie, and Councilor Neale made comments.
Councilor Lavoie moved to recommend to the Municipal Council to approve 2013-117-1 with the selection of a residential factor of 1, Councilor Kelcourse seconded. 

A vote was taken and it was voted unanimous: (9-YES) Councilor Kimball – Y, Councilor Kelcourse – Y, Councilor Lavoie – Y, Councilor McMilleon – Y, Councilor McClure – Y, Councilor Scorzoni – Y, Councilor Ferguson – Y, Councilor Neale – Y, Councilor Gilday – Y
Councilor Neale opened the public comment regarding open space discount.
There was no public comment.

Councilor Neale closed the public comment regarding open space discount.
Councilor McMilleon moved to recommend to the Municipal Council to approve 2013-117-2, and not adopt an open space discount, Councilor Kimball seconded. 

A vote was taken and it was voted unanimous: (9-YES) Councilor Kimball – Y, Councilor Kelcourse – Y, Councilor Lavoie – Y, Councilor McMilleon – Y, Councilor McClure – Y, Councilor Scorzoni – Y, Councilor Ferguson – Y, Councilor Neale – Y, Councilor Gilday – Y

Councilor Neale began the discussion regarding residential exemption.

Councilor Neale opened the public comment portion of the meeting.

Councilor Neale closed the public comment portion of the meeting.

Councilor Gilday moved to recommend to the Municipal Council to approve 2013-117-3, and not accept a residential exemption. Councilor McMilleon seconded. 

A vote was taken and it was voted unanimous: (9-YES) Councilor Kimball – Y, Councilor Kelcourse – Y, Councilor Lavoie – Y, Councilor McMilleon – Y, Councilor McClure – Y, Councilor Scorzoni – Y, Councilor Ferguson – Y, Councilor Neale – Y, Councilor Gilday – Y

Jason DiScipio spoke about commercial exemption.

Councilor Neale opened the public comment portion of the meeting.

Councilor Neale closed the public comment portion of the meeting.

Councilor McMilleon moved to recommend to the Municipal Council to approve 2013-117-4, and not accept a commercial exemption. Councilor Kelcourse seconded. 

A vote was taken and it was voted unanimous: (9-YES) Councilor Kimball – Y, Councilor Kelcourse – Y, Councilor Lavoie – Y, Councilor McMilleon – Y, Councilor McClure – Y, Councilor Scorzoni – Y, Councilor Ferguson – Y, Councilor Neale – Y, Councilor Gilday – Y

2013-118 An Order to request the City Council vote to increase the exemption amount of qualified applicants.
Jason DiScipio stated that the Board recommends the increase. He also spoke about who receives this type of exemption.

Councilor Neale opened the public comment portion of the meeting.

Councilor Neale closed the public comment portion of the meeting.

Councilor Kelcourse moved to recommend to the Municipal Council to approve 2013-118, at the December 10 meeting. Councilor Gilday seconded. 

A vote was taken and it was voted unanimous: (9-YES) Councilor Kimball – Y, Councilor Kelcourse – Y, Councilor Lavoie – Y, Councilor McMilleon – Y, Councilor McClure – Y, Councilor Scorzoni – Y, Councilor Ferguson – Y, Councilor Neale – Y, Councilor Gilday – Y

2013-119 An Order that the City Council vote to provide snow and ice removal from Quimby Lane.
Robert Desmarais said that the additional cost for this is $75 every 3 hours, per snowstorm.

Councilor Neale opened the public comment portion of the meeting.

Councilor Neale closed the public comment portion of the meeting.

Councilor Gilday, Councilor Neale and Councilor Lavoie commented.
Councilor Gilday moved to recommend to the Municipal Council to approve 2013-119, to provide snow and ice removal from Quimby Lane, with the stipulation that the street acceptance process will still be ongoing. Councilor McMilleon seconded. 

A vote was taken and it was voted unanimous: (9-YES) Councilor Kimball – Y, Councilor Kelcourse – Y, Councilor Lavoie – Y, Councilor McMilleon – Y, Councilor McClure – Y, Councilor Scorzoni – Y, Councilor Ferguson – Y, Councilor Neale – Y, Councilor Gilday – Y

2013-120 An Order to reduce the FY2014 Water Budget
Michael Basque explained the reduction of $505,000 in order to stabilize the water rate.
Councilor McClure and Councilor Lavoie commented.

Councilor Neale opened the public comment portion of the meeting.

James Thivierge commented on the 2013 and 2014 budgets.
Councilor Neale closed the public comment portion of the meeting.

Michael Basque also spoke about the budget and process.
Councilor McMilleon and Councilor Neale commented.

Councilor McMilleon moved to recommend to the Municipal Council to approve 2013-120 on December 10. Councilor Ferguson seconded. 

A vote was taken and it was voted unanimous: (9-YES) Councilor Kimball – Y, Councilor Kelcourse – Y, Councilor Lavoie – Y, Councilor McMilleon – Y, Councilor McClure – Y, Councilor Scorzoni – Y, Councilor Ferguson – Y, Councilor Neale – Y, Councilor Gilday – Y

2013-121 An Order to appropriate $505,000 of water retained earnings.
Michael Basque explained this is the second half of 2013-120.

Councilor Neale opened the public comment portion of the meeting.

James Thivierge spoke.
Councilor Neale closed the public comment portion of the meeting.

Councilor Lavoie commented.

Councilor Kelcourse moved to recommend to the Municipal Council to approve 2013-121. Councilor Gilday seconded. 

A vote was taken and it was voted unanimous: (9-YES) Councilor Kimball – Y, Councilor Kelcourse – Y, Councilor Lavoie – Y, Councilor McMilleon – Y, Councilor McClure – Y, Councilor Scorzoni – Y, Councilor Ferguson – Y, Councilor Neale – Y, Councilor Gilday – Y

2013-122 An Order to request the City Council vote to authorize the mayor to enter into a twenty-five year lease agreement for the development of soccer fields at Woodsom Farm.
Councilor Lavoie said that the Ordinance Committee continued this until the December 10 meeting.
Mayor Kezer spoke about the order.

Chris Holmes and Margaret McCarthy presented.

Councilor Gilday, Councilor Scorzoni, Councilor Ferguson, Councilor Kimball, Councilor McClure, Mayor Kezer, Councilor Neale, and Councilor McMilleon spoke about the fields at Woodsom Farm and the history. 

Councilor Neale opened the public comment portion of the meeting.
James Thivierge spoke of his recollection of the history of Woodsom Farm.

David Haraske asked about structures and lighting. The response was no, only flat fields and nets. He was also concerned with parking. Chris Holmes does not foresee a problem.

Councilor Lavoie approached the podium and spoke about the history as well. He has a copy of the lease agreement and will provide that to the members of the Council.

Councilor Scorzoni recommended asking the Mayor to consider help kick start funding. 

Councilor Ferguson moved to recommend to the Municipal Council to approve 2013-122. Councilor McMilleon seconded. 

A vote was taken and it was voted unanimous: (9-YES) Councilor Kimball – Y, Councilor Kelcourse – Y, Councilor Lavoie – Y, Councilor McMilleon – Y, Councilor McClure – Y, Councilor Scorzoni – Y, Councilor Ferguson – Y, Councilor Neale – Y, Councilor Gilday – Y

2013-123 An Order to request that the City Council vote to layout and accept a certain road and easements within Spring Hill Subdivision, said road being Timber Lane, as a public way.
Robert Desmarais said that the developer has met all the requirements of the Planning Board and the Conservation Commission, and he believes the street is ready for acceptance.

Councilor Lavoie said the Ordinance Committee met on this and it is ready to move forward.

Councilor Neale opened the public comment portion of the meeting.

Councilor Neale closed the public comment portion of the meeting.

Councilor Lavoie moved to recommend to the Municipal Council to approve 2013-123. Councilor Gilday seconded. 

A vote was taken and it was voted unanimous: (9-YES) Councilor Kimball – Y, Councilor Kelcourse – Y, Councilor Lavoie – Y, Councilor McMilleon – Y, Councilor McClure – Y, Councilor Scorzoni – Y, Councilor Ferguson – Y, Councilor Neale – Y, Councilor Gilday – Y

2013-124 An Order that the City Council accepts a $1,642,434 grant from the MassWorks Infrastructure Grant program for the Water Street Improvement Project.
Joseph Fahey said there is no match for this grant. This is for the reconstruction of Water Street.
Councilor Neale opened the public comment portion of the meeting.

Jane Snow would like to know if this project hinges on other projects. 
Joseph Fahey said there is some overlap in the design, but it is a stand alone project.

Councilor Neale closed the public comment portion of the meeting.
Councilor Gilday moved to recommend to the Municipal Council to approve 2013-124. Councilor Kimball seconded. 

A vote was taken and it was voted unanimous: (9-YES) Councilor Kimball – Y, Councilor Kelcourse – Y, Councilor Lavoie – Y, Councilor McMilleon – Y, Councilor McClure – Y, Councilor Scorzoni – Y, Councilor Ferguson – Y, Councilor Neale – Y, Councilor Gilday – Y

2013-125 An Order that the City Council accepts grant funding from the U.S. Department of Justice to support two School Resource Officer positions under the 2013 Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Hiring Program.
Sgt. Kevin Donovan presented.
Councilor McMilleon said that SRO’s are very important in terms of prevention.

Councilor Kelcourse asked about retention and turn over. Mayor Kezer responded.
Councilor Gilday is for this bill.
Councilor Scorzoni asked about overtime, and would like an estimate of the cost savings.
Councilor Kimball would like an estimate of the OT numbers for the next council meeting. He would also like to receive data on the current structure of the department, how schools are covered, and the after school activities, and OT costs.

Councilor Kelcourse would like information (data) on the types of calls received.
Councilor Lavoie and Councilor Neale commented.

Councilor Neale opened the public portion of the meeting.

Jane Snow would like a specific count of how many times an officer is being called to escort a child out of the building or for an emergency situation. 

James Thivierge commented.

Councilor Neale closed the public comment of the meeting.

Councilor McClure and Councilor Lavoie commented.

Councilor McMilleon would like someone from the superintendent’s office to be in attendance at the next Council meeting.

Councilor Kelcourse moved to recommend to the Municipal Council to approve 2013-125. Councilor Ferguson seconded. 

A vote was taken and it was voted unanimous: (9-YES) Councilor Kimball – Y, Councilor Kelcourse – Y, Councilor Lavoie – Y, Councilor McMilleon – Y, Councilor McClure – Y, Councilor Scorzoni – Y, Councilor Ferguson – Y, Councilor Neale – Y, Councilor Gilday – Y

Councilor Gilday motioned to adjourn at 10:15 p.m. Councilor McClure seconded and it was voted unanimous.

The meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

Office of the City Clerk

