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AMESBURY    
                                                                                        CITY HALL  

                                                                                        62 Friend Street

                                                                                       Amesbury, MA 01913    
Ordinance Committee
Recommendations/Minutes
Tuesday, December 10, 2013, 6 p.m.
Councilor Kelcourse called the meeting to order at 6:20 p.m.
Present: Atty. Johnson, Councilor Kimball, and Councilor Kelcourse

2013-116 An Ordinance requesting the Municipal Council vote to amend the provisions of the Amesbury Zoning Bylaws to allow for the limited use of maintaining chickens as pets and for egg production in residential areas.

Summary: The purpose of this ordinance is to balance the desire of residents to own backyard chickens while protecting abutting neighbors from noise, odor, damage or threats to health and public safety.
Atty. Johnson made a motion to 2013-116 to make no recommendation on the measure. Councilor Kimball seconded. It was voted unanimous (3) Atty. Johnson, Councilor Kimball, and Councilor Kelcourse

Councilor Kelcourse entertained a motion to hold off on discussing 2013-122 until Councilor Lavoie arrived to the meeting. Councilor Kimball moved the motion. Atty. Johnson seconded. It was voted unanimous (3) Atty. Johnson, Councilor Kimball, and Councilor Kelcourse

2013-131 An Ordinance for a Temporary Moratorium on Medical Marijuana 
Cultivation, Treatment Centers and Dispensaries - Councilor McClure sponsor

Summary: This ordinance would adopt a temporary moratorium on the use of land and structures in the City for Medical Marijuana Treatment Centers and Dispensaries so as to allow the City sufficient time to engage in a planning process to address the effects of such structures and uses in the City and to enact bylaws in a manner consistent with sound land use planning goals and objectives.
Atty. Johnson made a motion to make no recommendation on 2013-131. Councilor Kelcourse seconded. It was voted unanimous (4) Atty. Johnson, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Kimball, and Councilor Kelcourse

2013-122 An Order to request the City Council vote to authorize the mayor to enter into a twenty-five year lease agreement for the development of soccer fields at Woodsom Farm.

Summary: The Mayor seeks to offer leased space at Woodsom Farm for the relocation and development of quality soccer fields for the community’s soccer programs. By offering an extended lease agreement, the awardee of the lease agreement would be able to secure long-term non-city funding for the construction of appropriate soccer fields.
Atty. Johnson made a motion to recommend 2013-122 with the corrections as submitted by Councilor Lavoie and that any lease by the Mayor of public land at Woodsom Farm for use as soccer fields shall not have a term exceeding 15 years. Councilor Kelcourse seconded. It was voted unanimous (3-Y) Atty. Johnson, Councilor Kimball, and Councilor Kelcourse (1-N) Councilor Lavoie

Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion to adjourn. Atty. Johnson moved the motion. Councilor Lavoie seconded. It was voted unanimous (4) Atty. Johnson, Councilor Kimball, Councilor Kelcourse, and Councilor Lavoie

The meeting adjourned at 7 p.m.  

Note: There were issues with the recording of this meeting

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

Office of the City Clerk
