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AMESBURY    
                                                                                        CITY HALL  

                                                                                        62 Friend Street

                                                                                       Amesbury, MA 01913    
Ordinance Committee
Minutes
Tuesday, February 19, 2014, 7 p.m.
Councilor Lavoie called the meeting to order.
Present: Atty. Johnson, Councilor Kelcourse, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Bartley 

Absent: Bethany Raffa

Councilor Lavoie asked to take the DPW Director out of order.

Minutes were skipped over.

2014-026 An Order to Grant an Easement to National Grid – Mayor Gray Sponsor

Summary: This order authorizes the Mayor to grant an easement to National Grid for the purpose of installing and maintaining a new electric service to the Amesbury Fire Station located at 17 School St.
Robert Desmarais, Director of Public Works presented.
This was reviewed by Kopelman and Paige.

Atty. Johnson questioned the “intelligence”, as it was the first time he saw this language.

Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion to recommend 2014-026 back to the Municipal Council with a recommendation that it be adopted as submitted. Atty. Johnson moved the motion. Councilor Bartley seconded. It was voted unanimous.

2014-027 An Order to acquire property interests relative to Route 150 road improvement project and to appropriate funds to acquire said property interests. – Mayor Gray Sponsor

Summary: In order to accomplish the Route 150 road improvements, the City Council shall appropriate funds and vote to acquire the necessary property interests by eminent domain, or otherwise, and shall authorize the Mayor to award compensation to acquire the necessary property interests to construct the road improvements and to execute an Order of Taking to acquire said property interests.
2014-028 An Order to vote Intent to Alter the layout of Hillside Avenue and Sparhawk St. – Mayor Gray Sponsor

Summary: In connection with the Route 150 Improvements, the City Council shall vote its intent to alter the layout of Hillside Avenue and Sparhawk Street.

2014-029 An Order to Alter the Layout of Hillside Avenue and Sparhawk Street. – Mayor Gray Sponsor

Summary: In connection with the Route 150 Improvements, the City Council shall vote to alter the layout of Hillside Avenue and Sparhawk Street.

Rob Desmarais presented on all three Orders and gave an overview of the project. Koppelman and Paige wrote these orders. They serve the legal needs of Amesbury.
There five will be trees that need to be removed, but there will be many more replanted.
Project will be managed by the state, and the anticipated start date is this summer.

Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion to recommend 2014-027, 028 and 029 back to the Municipal Council with a recommendation that it be adopted as submitted. Councilor Kelcourse moved the motion. Atty. Johnson seconded. It was voted unanimous.

2014-003 An Ordinance to Establish a Medical Marijuana Overlay District - Councilors 

Sherwood, Ferguson, Kelcourse and McClure sponsor

Summary: This ordinance will establish a Medical Marijuana Overlay District in order to regulate the permitting, location and operations of medical marijuana dispensaries (as defined in the ordinance) in the City of Amesbury.

2014-008 An Ordinance to Establish a Local Licensing Requirement for the Cultivation of Medical Marijuana by Mass DPH License Holders - Councilor Lavoie sponsor

Summary: This ordinance will establish in the City of Amesbury a Local Licensing Requirement for the Cultivation of Medical Marijuana by Mass DPH License Holders.

Councilor Lavoie took the 2014-003 and 008 together for discussion.

Sarah Bellino, an Attorney from Blatman, Bobrowski & Mead, presented on behalf of Green Heart Holistic. 

Councilor Lavoie, Atty. Johnson, Councilor Kelcourse, and Councilor Bartley discussed the orders with Ms. Bellino, and made suggested edits. 

They discussed location of cultivation center and security concerns.
Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion to table 2014-003 until their next meeting to be held on March 4, 2014 at 7 p.m. Councilor Kelcourse moved the motion. Atty. Johnson seconded. It was voted unanimous.
Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion to recommend to the mayor that the host community agreement contain a provision whereby the cultivator voluntarily agrees not to open a dispensary in Amesbury even if so licensed without Amesbury’s consent; Councilor Kelcourse moved the motion. Councilor Bartley seconded. It was voted unanimous, following which there was a motion to table 2014-008 until their next scheduled meeting on March 4, 2014 at 7 p.m. Councilor Kelcourse moved the motion. Councilor Bartley seconded. It was voted unanimous.

Councilor Lavoie distributed copies of changes he made to the orders.
The tape recorder malfunctioned at this point in the meeting. 

As per Councilor Lavoie, there was further discussion regarding the orders. The meeting minutes from January 21, 2014 were approved and the meeting was adjourned. Both the minutes and adjournment were voted unanimously.
Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

Office of the City Clerk
