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AMESBURY    
                                                                                        CITY HALL  

                                                                                        62 Friend Street

                                                                                       Amesbury, MA 01913    
Finance Committee
Minutes
Tuesday, February 25, 2014, 7 p.m.
Councilor McClure called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll call was taken and the following were present: Councilor McMilleon, Councilor Sickorez, Councilor Moavenzadeh, Councilor Sherwood, Councilor Bartley, Councilor Ferguson, and Councilor McClure

Councilor Kelcourse arrived at 7:05 p.m.

Councilor Lavoie arrived at 8:50 p.m.

Chief Brickett presented. He spoke about the history of the project, and present status. The project is due to be completed the end of March or early April.
Pieter Hartford, project manager, discussed some of the repairs to the building.

Councilor McMilleon asked for detail on how the original plan money was spent (2.4 million).

Pieter Hartford responded and will provide a copy of the original plans.
Councilor McMilleon would like a run-down of the changes as well.

Pieter Hartford explained the changes that were made.

Councilor McClure would like a response in writing, which includes a list of the changes made to the original appropriation of funds.

Pieter Hartford will provide that.

Councilor Kelcourse asked about the Elm Street project.

Chief Brickett responded.

Councilor Kelcourse would like to have a comparison of the project as well (original and then changes).

Chief Brickett will provide that.

Councilor Sherwood would also like this information.
Chief Brickett spoke more about the Elm Street project.

Councilor Kelcourse asked what the cost of the new addition would be.

Chief Brickett estimates the administrative wing of project to be over $1M. Plus the cost of the sprinkler system that also needs to be done. The sprinklers have to be done under code (50 to 75k - roughly).
Councilor McClure opened the public portion of the meeting.

Claude Gonthier said the City did not get what we were told we were going to get. 

Joseph Greaney asked about the firewall. The Chief and Pieter Hartford both responded. Mr. Greaney would like to see the associated costs. Mr. Greaney would also like to know the cost of the tearing down of the annex. Pieter Hartford will provide that to the Council. 
Jane Snow would like the plans for the administrative wing. She would like to see a presentation done for this project.

Bob Gonthier asked what the footage of the build out would be. It would be 22 x 80 feet.

James Thivierge spoke about the balance sheet.

Councilor McClure called for a 5 minute recess.

Councilor McClure entertained a motion to approve the minutes from January 28, 2014. Councilor Ferguson moved the motion. Councilor McMilleon seconded. It was voted unanimous. 
2014-003 An Ordinance to Establish a Medical Marijuana Overlay District - Councilors 

Sherwood, Ferguson, Kelcourse and McClure sponsor

Summary: This ordinance will establish a Medical Marijuana Overlay District in order to regulate the permitting, location and operations of medical marijuana dispensaries (as defined in the ordinance) in the City of Amesbury.
Councilor McClure said there are no recommendations from Planning or Ordinance.
Councilor Ferguson recommended that 2014-003 be continued to the next Finance Committee meeting to be held on March 25, 2014. Councilor Kelcourse seconded. It was voted unanimous.

2014-008 An Ordinance to Establish a Local Licensing Requirement for the Cultivation of Medical Marijuana by Mass DPH License Holders - Councilor Lavoie sponsor

Summary: This ordinance will establish in the City of Amesbury a Local Licensing Requirement for the Cultivation of Medical Marijuana by Mass DPH License Holders.

Councilor Sherwood recommended that 2014-008 be continued to the next Finance Committee meeting to be held on March 25, 2014. Councilor Kelcourse seconded. It was voted unanimous.

2014-026 An Order to Grant an Easement to National Grid – Mayor Gray Sponsor

Summary: This order authorizes the Mayor to grant an easement to National Grid for the purpose of installing and maintaining a new electric service to the Amesbury Fire Station located at 17 School St.
Robert Desmarais, Director of Public Works, presented. He passed out a copy of plans to the Council members. There is no financial implications to the City. 
Councilor Ferguson noted that on the plans the annex is still on it. The map was generated by national Grid.
Claude Gonthier asked why this easement is so late.

Robert Desmarais explained.

Councilor Sherwood recommended that 2014-026 be sent back to the Municipal Council with a recommendation for approval and a public hearing to be held at the March 11, 2014, Council Meeting. Councilor Ferguson seconded. It was voted unanimous.
 2014-027 An Order to acquire property interests relative to Route 150 road improvement project and to appropriate funds to acquire said property interests. – Mayor Gray Sponsor

Summary: In order to accomplish the Route 150 road improvements, the City Council shall appropriate funds and vote to acquire the necessary property interests by eminent domain, or otherwise, and shall authorize the Mayor to award compensation to acquire the necessary property interests to construct the road improvements and to execute an Order of Taking to acquire said property interests.
Robert Desmarais, Director of Public Works, presented and overview of the road improvement.
Councilor Ferguson noted an error in the original document that was given to the Council members. She was also concerned about the residents this affects.
Councilor Sherwood met with Robert Desmarais to discuss this. 

Councilor Sherwood recommended that 2014-027 be sent back to the Municipal Council with a recommendation for approval and a public hearing to be held at the March 11, 2014, Council Meeting. Councilor Kelcourse seconded. It was voted unanimous.
Councilor McClure reminded that there’s no local dollars being spent and that is all through Chapter 90.
2014-028 An Order to vote Intent to Alter the layout of Hillside Avenue and Sparhawk St. – Mayor Gray Sponsor

Summary: In connection with the Route 150 Improvements, the City Council shall vote its intent to alter the layout of Hillside Avenue and Sparhawk Street.
Robert Desmarais, Director of Public Works, presented. This has no financial consequence.

Councilor Kelcourse recommended that 2014-028 be sent back to the Municipal Council with a recommendation for approval and a public hearing to be held at the March 11, 2014, Council Meeting. Councilor Ferguson seconded. It was voted unanimous.
2014-029 An Order to Alter the Layout of Hillside Avenue and Sparhawk Street. – Mayor Gray Sponsor

Summary: In connection with the Route 150 Improvements, the City Council shall vote to alter the layout of Hillside Avenue and Sparhawk Street.
Robert Desmarais, Director of Public Works, presented. This has no financial impact.

Councilor Kelcourse recommended that 2014-029 be sent back to the Municipal Council with a recommendation for approval and a public hearing to be held at the March 11, 2014, Council Meeting. Councilor Bartley seconded. It was voted unanimous.
2014-030 An Order that the Amesbury City Council accept funds of $200,000 from Massachusetts Development Finance Agency concerning the project located at 25, 27, and 31 Water Street (known as Heritage Park) for additional site assessment and remediation work recommended by the LSP. – Mayor Gray Sponsor

Summary: Additional site assessment and remediation work has been recommended by the LSP for the Heritage Park Project as further described in the LSP’s Proposal Addendum #2 dated October 1, 2013, and Proposal Addenda #3, 4, and 5 dated December 11, 2013 and the city has requested and Mass Development has agreed to provide additional funds up to $200,000 for the project remediation of the project for a total site assessment and remediation recoverable grant of $289,613.00.

Joseph Fahey, Director of Community and Economic Development, presented. This is for soil cleanup.
There are no additional local funds that are required. This area is dedicated as a park.
Councilor Bartley asked about going over budget.

Joseph Fahey responded that every indication that the volume will be less than anticipated.

Councilor Kelcourse asked if the project was on scheduled.

Joseph Fahey responded that it was. 

Councilor Sherwood recommended that 2014-030 be sent back to the Municipal Council with a recommendation for approval and a public hearing to be held at the March 11, 2014, Council Meeting. Councilor Ferguson seconded. It was voted unanimous.

Councilor Ferguson said that the Rules & Procedures meeting is on March 4 at 6.p.m. The budget overview meeting with the School is March 5 at 6 p.m. 

Councilor Lavoie said that the Ordinance Committee will meet on March 4, at 7 p.m.
Councilor McClure entertained a motioned to adjourn. Councilor Kelcourse moved the motion. Councilor Ferguson seconded. It was voted unanimous.

The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

Office of the City Clerk
