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AMESBURY    
                                                                                        CITY HALL  

                                                                                        62 Friend Street

                                                                                       Amesbury, MA 01913    
Finance Committee
Minutes
Tuesday, March 25, 2014, 7 p.m.
Councilor McClure called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.

Roll call was taken, the following were present: Councilor Lavoie, Councilor McClure, Councilor Moavenzadeh, Councilor Sherwood, Councilor Sickorez, Councilor Bartley, Councilor Ferguson, Councilor Kelcourse, and Councilor McMilleon arrived at 7:05 p.m.
There was a discussion about the Capital Improvement Plan with Mayor Gray and the Council. 

Michael Basque, CFO was in the audience.
Claude Gonthier spoke about his views on the public buildings in the City.
Councilor Ferguson motioned to accept the minutes for approval from February 25, 2014. Councilor McMilleon seconded. It was voted unanimous.
Councilor McClure entertained a motion to move the new business ahead of the continued business. Councilor Ferguson made a motion to take the new business before orders 2014-003 and 008. Councilor McMilleon seconded. It was voted unanimous. 
2014-040 An Order to accept a grant in the amount of $5,150 from the MCOA.

Summary: The Amesbury Council on Aging has been awarded funding from the Massachusetts Association of Councils on Aging, in conjunction with the Massachusetts Executive Office of Elder Affairs and National Council on Aging for the implementing of an Aging Mastery Pilot program.

Ann Mary Connor explained the grant. There are no matching funds.
Councilor Kelcourse recommended that 2014-040 be sent back to the Municipal Council with a recommendation for approval. Councilor McMilleon seconded. It was voted unanimous.
2014-047 An Order that the Amesbury City Council accept funds of $10,000 from the Massachusetts Housing and Community Development Office more specifically the Downtown Initiative Program, concerning the Wayfinding project for signage throughout the community. The value of $10,000 is provided in the form of consulting services from a designer hired by the State Office. Information and scope for the project is attached hereto and incorporated by reference in the form of a letter from Mayor Gray dated Mach 3, 2014 with the Wayfinding project scope attachments.
William Scott, Deputy Director of Community and Economic Development, presented. This is to accept $10,000 in funds, with no match.

Councilor Kelcourse recommended that 2014-047 be sent back to the Municipal Council with a recommendation for approval. Councilor Sickorez seconded. It was voted unanimous.
2014-003 An Ordinance to Establish a Medical Marijuana Overlay District - Councilors 

Sherwood, Ferguson, Kelcourse and McClure sponsor

Summary: This ordinance will establish a Medical Marijuana Overlay District in order to regulate the permitting, location and operations of medical marijuana dispensaries (as defined in the ordinance) in the City of Amesbury.

Councilor McClure opened this up to the Council for discussion. The Planning Board will provide the Council with a recommendation at the next City Council Meeting. Ordinance has discussed the pros and cons of this as well.   
Councilor Kelcourse recommended that 2014-003 be sent back to the Municipal Council with no recommendation from the Finance Committee; and for a public hearing to be held on Tuesday, April 8, 2014. Councilor Bartley seconded. It was voted unanimous.

2014-008 An Ordinance to Establish a Local Licensing Requirement for the Cultivation of Medical Marijuana by Mass DPH License Holders - Councilor Lavoie sponsor

Summary: This ordinance will establish in the City of Amesbury a Local Licensing Requirement for the Cultivation of Medical Marijuana by Mass DPH License Holders.

Councilor Sherwood would like to have a recommendation on this item tonight.

Councilor Kelcourse explained his motion further. He said Ordinance will meet again to put this up for discussion.

Councilor Lavoie, Councilor McMilleon, Councilor Ferguson and Councilor Kelcourse discussed this further.

Councilor Kelcourse recommended that 2014-008 be sent back to the Municipal Council with no recommendation from the Finance Committee; and for a public hearing to be held on Tuesday, April 8, 2014. Councilor Sickorez seconded. A roll call vote was taken: Councilor McClure – Y, Councilor Moavenzadeh – Y, Councilor Sickorez – Y, Councilor Bartley – Y, Councilor Kelcourse – Y, Councilor McMilleon – Y, Councilor Lavoie – N, Councilor Sherwood – N, Councilor Ferguson – N (6 – Y, 3 – N)

Councilor McMilleon motioned to adjourn. Councilor Sickorez seconded. It was voted unanimous.

The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.
