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                                         AMESBURY    

                                                                     CITY HALL  

                                                                     62 Friend Street

                                                                     Amesbury, MA 01913    

City Council Finance Committee
Budget Hearings

Wednesday, May 14, 2014
City Hall Auditorium

Meeting called to order by Councilor McClure at 7:00 p.m.

Members present: Councilor Sickorez, Councilor Ferguson, Councilor Moavenzadeh, Councilor McMilleon, Councilor McClure, Councilor Sherwood, Councilor Bartley, Councilor Kelcourse, and Councilor Lavoie arrived at 7:10 p.m. 

Members absent: none
Councilor McClure opened the meeting and commented on the way the hearings would be run and regarding proposed school budget.

MAYOR – Mayor Gray presented this budget. It is down approximately $7,800 from last year’s appropriation. It’s a combination of a reduction of approximately $5,000 in salaries; and a little under $3,000 is from dues, subscriptions and professional training.
LEGAL – Mayor Gray presented this budget. It is a level funded budget for legal services. Councilor Sherwood asked if we were on track for expenditures this year. The Mayor confirmed with Administration and Finance that the City was safe with the number.
AMESBURY SCHOOL –Debra LaValley, Stanley Schwartz, Michele Robinson, Peter Hoyt and Deirdre Farrell presented this budget. 
Michele Robinson presented first, along with a PowerPoint presentation. The School Committee approved a budget of $28,148,498 with an increase of 2.93% for FY2015. The level service increase is 1.4 million. This reflects a needs based baseline. Reorganization was done in the superintendent’s office central office. They are looking at a reduction in course offerings as well as the potential of higher class sizes at the High School level; at the Middle School level they are looking at bringing back some of the study halls; and there are no direct cuts to the Elementary levels. 
Main drivers in the increases are from health insurance, contractual salaries, special education tuitions, transportation, school resource officer positions, and utilities.

Stanley Schwartz spoke about the process of budgeting; and preparation of it.

Debra LaValley spoke about unfunded mandates. She had a handout that was given to some members of the Committee. She said she will provide it electronically to all members (this information can also be found on page 33 in the Amesbury Public Schools FY 2015 Operating Budget book).
Peter Hoyt talked about the Amesbury Public School’s reputation as well as the budget process.

Councilor McClure asked for questions from the committee.

Councilor McMilleon asked for general information in revenue decline. The response included the following: choice numbers, circuit breaker, athletic fees, transportation, and title one. He asked about tech education and foreign language losses, and changes in class sizes. 

Councilor McMilleon would like general information about class sizes. Some class sizes are from 22 to 28 – that is an increase over time.
Councilor Kelcourse asked if there was a need for in-house special needs services. Kenneth Pierce responded that every district strives for this.

Councilor Lavoie requested the numbers for classroom sizes in a table format with a comparison to the state average. He also requested information on special education costs compared to the state average (with the purpose of establishing a trend).

There was a lengthy conversation concerning special education.

Councilor Sickorez asked about residency requirements.

Councilor Ferguson noted the City is below the state average for per pupil expenditures.
Councilor Sherwood asked for a revenue summary (multiyear).
Councilor Bartley asked for a chart showing salaries compared to others in the state (with average # of years). Councilor McClure added she’d like the comparison within Essex County.

Councilor McClure asked about the basic minimum requirements for foreign language classes.

She also asked about the resource officer curriculum and grant information.

Councilor McClure announced the meeting was adjourned at 9 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

Office of the City Clerk 
