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                                         AMESBURY    

                                                                     CITY HALL  

                                                                     62 Friend Street

                                                                     Amesbury, MA 01913    

City Council Finance Committee
Budget Hearings

Thursday, May 15, 2014
City Hall Auditorium

Councilor McClure called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Members present: Councilor Sickorez, Councilor Moavenzadeh, Councilor McMilleon, Councilor McClure, Councilor Sherwood, Councilor Bartley; and Councilor Kelcourse arrived at 7:06 p.m., and Councilor Lavoie arrived at 7:08 p.m. 

Members absent: Councilor Ferguson
INSPECTION – Dennis Nadeau presented the budget. He presented a level budget with a slight increase in salaries. 
DPW – Robert Desmarais presented the budget. This budget reflects an overall 2% cut year over year in this division. There are contractual raises and step increases in the budget. The reductions are from the areas of overtime, staff, capital projects and building maintenance, and tree work.

There was discussion on marked trees and the roads in the City. 
SEWER – Robert Desmarais presented the budget. This budget is fully supported by the sewer rate. This budget is increased in the salaries and maintenance line items.
Councilor Lavoie asked about rate increases. He responded that there will be a minor rate increase.
WATER – Robert Desmarais presented the budget. There is an increase in this budget of approximately $100k. The salary line is up $27,750. He gave a brief history of the old water billing system and the challenges with the old pipe that runs through the City.
RECYCLE – Robert Desmarais presented the budget. There is a reduction in the refuse disposal line of $3,653 and an increase in the recycling line of $4,750, producing an overall increase of $1,097. There was a discussion about upcoming recycling changes.
SNOW/ICE – Robert Desmarais presented the budget. This budget it level funded. Last year the City spent $487,152 in snow/ice removal. He explained the breakdown of this amount. Salt is a driver in this expense. He went over the policy.
Councilor McClure announced the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

Office of the City Clerk 
