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                                         AMESBURY    

                                                                     CITY HALL  

                                                                     62 Friend Street

                                                                     Amesbury, MA 01913    

City Council Finance Committee
Budget Hearings

Wednesday, June 4, 2014
City Hall Auditorium

Meeting called to order by Councilor McClure at 7:00 p.m.

Members present: Councilor Sickorez, Councilor Ferguson, Councilor Moavenzadeh, Councilor McClure, Councilor Sherwood, Councilor Bartley, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Kelcourse arrived at 7:20 p.m. and Councilor McMilleon arrived at 7:40 p.m.
Members absent: None 
VETERANS – Kevin Hunt presented the budget.
Councilor Lavoie said; of the $480,000 spent, 75% will be reimbursed to the City from the State. 

Councilor Ferguson asked if the number of veterans we serve has increased. 
POLICE – Police Chief Kevin Ouellet and Lieutenant Jeffrey Worthen presented the budget. The Chief read a summary of the proposed budget.
Councilor McClure asked for a copy of the summary that the Chief read to the Council. 
Councilor Kelcourse asked if there are savings from having an attorney on staff.

Chief Ouellet explained the attorney’s role within the department.
Councilor Kelcourse asked if the department would waive their pay increase for 2015. Chief Ouellet said his contract was negotiated last year.
Councilor Lavoie asked about the SRO positions. The chief explained the positions were absorbed into the Police budget.

Councilor McMilleon asked about contractual and other expense items.
Councilor Sherwood asked about overtime expenses (general and vacation).

Councilor McClure asked for an update on the Police building.

HARBORMASTER – Chief Kevin Ouellet and Lieutenant Jeffrey Worthen presented the budget. This budget is level funded.
Councilor Kelcourse asked about grant funding opportunities.
FIRE –Fire Chief Brickett and Assistant Fire Chief Fournier presented the budget.
There was a lengthy discussion about overtime expenses and overtime savings.
Mayor Gray commented on this.

Councilor Bartley asked about the need for two fire stations.

Councilor Ferguson asked about the project status for Fire headquarters.

Councilor Kelcourse asked if there are additional revenues to be found in the ambulance service area.

Councilor Bartley asked for information on regionalization and the chase car program.

Councilor McClure motioned to adjourn at 8:45 p.m. Councilor Sherwood seconded. It was voted unanimous.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

Office of the City Clerk
