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                                         AMESBURY    

                                                                              CITY HALL  

                                                                              62 Friend Street

                                                                              Amesbury, MA 01913    

City Council Finance Committee

Budget Hearings

Thursday, June 5, 2014

City Hall Auditorium

Councilor McClure called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
Present: Councilor Bartley, Councilor Ferguson, Councilor Kelcourse, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor McMilleon, Councilor Moavenzadeh, Councilor Sickorez, Councilor Sherwood, Councilor McClure

Absent: none

Councilor Sherwood read the Order by department and asked for any objections.  Councilor Ferguson objected to the school budget. The remainder of the budget went unquestioned.

Councilor Ferguson felt it important to discuss the school budget. She said there is a problem with school funding and unfunded mandates. The special education budget went up $440,000 this year. She thinks that this budget is fair and there is a need to continue to work with legislature to get Chapter 70 money, as well as lobby to get more Chapter 70 funds.
Councilor McMilleon wanted clarification on the proposal to restore 160,000 into the budget.

Councilor Sherwood explained them.

Councilor Sickorez is in favor of the budget, however would like an audit done.

Councilor Lavoie spoke about unfunded mandates and special education and the need for a taskforce. He is in favor of this budget.
Councilor Kelcourse would like to enter into a discussion with Newburyport and Salisbury and see what their costs are for transportation and see if it can be regionalized.
Councilor Sherwood was pleased with the process this year, there was a high level of engagement, and the effort put forth.
Councilor Lavoie moved to return the School Budget to the City Council with the recommendation for approval of in the amount of $28,148,496 as submitted. Councilor Sickorez seconded. It was voted unanimous.
Councilor Kelcourse moved to recommend to the City Council approval of 2014-001 The Operating Budget for the Fiscal Year 2015 for a Total Appropriation of $57,505,230 as submitted. Councilor McMilleon seconded. It was voted unanimous.
An Order to vote to adopt an Operating Budget for the Fiscal Year 2015.

Be it Ordered by the City Council of the City of Amesbury assembled, and by the authority of the same as follows:  that the Operating Budget for the Fiscal Year 2015 be approved as follows:
City Council

$  
       88,288


Mayor

$
     195,861


Reserve Funds 

$
       50,000


Administration & Finance

$
     272,014




Assessor

$
     182,633



Collector/Treasurer

$
     204,080




Legal Services

$
     100,300

Mgmt. Information Systems

$
     273,864  




Central Supply 

$
       70,100

City Clerk 

$
     164,007




Elections

$
       39,076
Conservation Commission

$
       53,340
Community & Economic Development 
$
     336,352
Planning Board 

$
       15,203
Board of Appeals

$
         6,771

Municipal Buildings 

$
     173,180

Police Department

$   
  3,843,376



Fire Department

$
     3,092,073
Inspections

$
     207,264
Weights & Measures

$
         4,500


Harbormaster

$
         7,500
       
Department of Public Works

$
  1,331,044
Snow & Ice

$
     225,000
Outdoor Lighting 

$
        192,000

Refuse/Recycling 

$
        880,017


Regional Health Department

$
        168,948
Council on Aging

$
        134,438
Veterans Services 

$
        521,934
Library

$
        761,070
Youth 

$
        309,363
Debt Services 

$
  2,562,462

Other Assessments 

$
  1,079,873

Employee Benefits 

$
  4,802,495

Insurance Expense 

$
     278,300


School 

$
28,148,496

For a total appropriation of:

$    50,775,222       
That to fund said appropriation, the City Council approves $49,638,359 to be raised by taxation and other revenue sources and further that $ 1,136,863 be applied from the sources detailed below:

SOURCE
AMOUNT


Sale of Cemetery Lots
$      17,000   


Ambulance Receipts
      730,000


Youth Revolving
      309,363 


Cemetery Interest
        14,000  
Waterways Improvement
          7,500 
Regional Health
     59,000

Further voted that the City Council approves the following enterprise fund budgets:

Landry Stadium

   $             9,000
Total Landry

Sewer Department

   $      2,806,782
Total Sewer
Water Department

   $      3,914,226
Total Water

Therefore, the City Council hereby appropriates the following:

TOTAL APPROPRIATION     
  $   57,505,230
The City Council will meet to hold a Special Meeting on June 17, 2014 in the City Hall Auditorium at 7 p.m. to conduct a public hearing and final vote on the above budget.
Councilor McMilleon motioned to adjourn at 7:40 p.m. Councilor Kelcourse seconded. It was voted unanimous.

The meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Office of the City Clerk

Administrative Assistant
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