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AMESBURY    
                                                                                        CITY HALL  

                                                                                        62 Friend Street

                                                                                       Amesbury, MA 01913    
Ordinance Committee
Minutes
Wednesday, September 10, 2014, 7 p.m.
Councilor Lavoie called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.

Members present: Atty. Johnson, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Bartley, Atty. Raffa, and Councilor Kelcourse arrived at 7:15 p.m.

Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion to accept the minutes from June 10, 2014, June 24, 2014 and July 22, 2014; as presented. Atty. Johnson moved the motion. Councilor Bartley seconded. It was voted unanimous (4 present).

2014-098 An Ordinance to request that the City Council vote to amend the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw - Mayor Gray sponsor
Summary: The proposed zoning amendments seek to provide a regulatory mechanism for altering the dimensional requirements affecting redevelopment of existing historic properties in the PUD zoning districts. Under the proposed changes, Planning Board shall have the authority to grant relief from the dimensional requirements for PUD zoning districts through a special permit review process and thereby combine all permitting under one regulatory agency. 

Councilor Lavoie went over the current processes and asked for any questions or corrections.
Councilor Kelcourse arrived at 7:15 p.m.
Atty. Raffa suggested changes to be made to section 5 in the subsection “a”; and in section 2A.
Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion that 2014-098 be approved as submitted with the following two exceptions; 1.) In section 2A that the bolded sentence at the end be moved up to be the first sentence. 2.) At the very end in section 5 the subsection “a” reference be deleted, and where it says “of this Bylaw” instead of the semicolon, end with a period because both of the struck sections in the prior iteration of the zoning ordinance ended with sentences, so this one should as well. Atty. Raffa moved the motion. Councilor Bartley seconded. It was voted unanimous.

2014-097 An Ordinance to amend the Amesbury Municipal Code, Chapter 285 Fire Prevention by adding Section 7, Truss Construction Identification of Residential, Commercial and Industrial Buildings - Mayor Gray sponsor
Summary: This Ordinance provides that residential, commercial and industrial buildings that utilize truss type construction shall be marked by an emblem that informs persons conducting fire control and other emergency operations of the existence of truss construction. 

Glen Fournier, Assistant Fire Chief and Code Enforcer, presented. He handed out an informational packet to the Ordinance Committee members.
He spoke about the hazard to firefighters in structures that utilize truss construction, as it burns quicker. 

There would be an emblem placed near the electrical box on the outside of the structure, alerting the firefighters so they know what type of construction they’re dealing with in case of a fire.

Councilor Kelcourse asked for clarification on what truss construction structures are. 

Councilor Bartley asked what the cost per household would be. Asst. Chief explained the cost would be $15.
Councilor Kelcourse moved that 2014-097 be sent to the Municipal Council with a positive recommendation. Atty. Leonard Johnson seconded. It was voted unanimous.

Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion to adjourn at 7:45 p.m. Councilor Kelcourse moved the motion. Atty. Raffa seconded. It was voted unanimous.

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

Office of the City Clerk

