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AMESBURY    
                                                                                        CITY HALL  

                                                                                        62 Friend Street

                                                                                       Amesbury, MA 01913    
Ordinance Committee
Minutes
Monday, October 6, 2014, 7 p.m.
Councilor Lavoie called the meeting to order at 7:25 p.m.

Members present: Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Bartley, Atty. Raffa; and Councilor Kelcourse arrived at 7:33 p.m.
Member absent: Atty. Johnson
Audience members include: Evan Kenney, Chief of Staff; Denis Nadeau, Building Commissioner; and Nipun Jain, City Planner

2014-112 An Order to authorize the Mayor to enter into an inter-municipal agreement for the provision of multi-jurisdictional Harbormaster services. – Mayor Gray Sponsor

Evan Kenney, Chief of Staff, presented. The Mayor’s office does not anticipate any impact to the budget as a result of these changes. This ordinance has been approved by the Salisbury Board of Selectmen and the Newburyport City Council. It was vetted through the City’s legal counsel as well.
Councilor Kelcourse arrived.

Atty. Raffa moved that 2014-112 be sent to the Municipal Council with a recommendation to be adopted as submitted. Councilor Kelcourse seconded. It was voted unanimous.

2014-107 An Ordinance requesting the Municipal Council vote to amend the provisions of the Amesbury Zoning Bylaws to allow for the limited use of maintaining chickens as pets and for egg production in residential areas. – Councilors Kelcourse, McMilleon, Sherwood and Ferguson Sponsor

Nipun Jain said that the Planning Board will take this ordinance up at their next meeting to be held on October 27, 2014.
Councilor Kelcourse moved that 2014-107 be tabled to the next meeting of the Ordinance Committee. Atty. Raffa seconded. It was voted unanimous. 
There was a discussion to change the meetings from Tuesdays to Wednesdays in the future.

2014-113 An Order to request the City Council to vote to authorize the establishment of a revolving fund with an annual budget for the Council on Aging - Mayor Gray Sponsor

Evan Kenney, Chief of Staff, presented an overview of this ordinance.

Councilor Lavoie recapped the Finance Committee’s understanding.

Atty. Raffa made grammatical corrections to the ordinance and added a “whereas” clause.

Atty. Raffa moved that 2014-113 be sent to the Municipal Council with a recommendation to add an additional whereas clause that would read: WHEREAS, The City of Amesbury determines it would be useful to establish a revolving fund for the Council on Aging. Then in paragraph 1: strike the comma after the word “dues” and strike the word “for” after the word payments; and otherwise be adopted as submitted. Councilor Bartley seconded. It was voted unanimous.

2014-115 An Ordinance to request that the City Council vote to amend the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw and Amesbury Overlay Zoning Map – Mayor Gray sponsor
Nipun Jain, City Planner, presented. This ordinance will be taken up at the Planning Board meeting on October 27, 2014.
Councilor Lavoie recommended that this be tabled until after the Planning Board meets.

Atty. Raffa moved that 2014-115 be tabled to the next meeting of the Ordinance Committee. Councilor Bartley seconded. It was voted unanimous. 

2014-116 An Ordinance to create a Special Event Permit Process - Councilors Sherwood, Lavoie and Ferguson sponsor
Councilor Lavoie explained that there will be a workshop taskforce to discuss this and suggested it be tabled.

Councilor Kelcourse moved that 2014-116 be tabled to the next meeting of the Ordinance Committee. Atty. Raffa seconded. It was voted unanimous.
2014-098 An Ordinance to request that the City Council vote to amend the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw - Mayor Gray sponsor
Nipun Jain, City Planner, presented. 
Councilor Bartley questioned the usage of “infill development”, on behalf of Atty. Johnson (who is not present).
There was a lengthy discussion regarding proposed changes that are to be made to the ordinance.

Atty. Raffa moved that 2014-098 be sent to the Municipal Council with a recommendation that the Planning Board’s current draft be adopted by The City Council with the following changes: on page 3, in section 1, purpose, in clause d, there be added the same proviso from c that would read “provided the land usage can be shown to be in the public good”; in section 2, in connection with a, b, and c - that they all end with the same phrase, which would be “as shown on the attached exhibit”; on page 6, that the section at the end of “a” that is now labeled “B” should be changed to the number 4 to be consistent with the numbering pattern; and anywhere that the Merrimack River is referred to, there be an added “k” so it is spelled correctly; page 9, at end of subsection f, after the word stone dust that it be said “or otherwise required by the PGA”; and then in paragraph 7 and anywhere else it appears that the term PAA (which stands for Plan Approval Authority) now be changed to be PGA (which stands for Permit Granting Authority). Councilor Bartley seconded. It was voted unanimous.
Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion to adjourn at 8:40 p.m. Councilor Kelcourse moved the motion. Atty. Raffa seconded. It was voted unanimous.

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

Office of the City Clerk
