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AMESBURY    
                                                                                        CITY HALL  

                                                                                        62 Friend Street

                                                                                       Amesbury, MA 01913    
Ordinance Committee
Minutes
Wednesday, November 12, 2014, 7 p.m.
Councilor Lavoie called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.

Members present: Atty. Johnson, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Bartley, Councilor Kelcourse; and Atty. Raffa is running late.

2014-107 An Ordinance requesting the Municipal Council vote to amend the provisions of the Amesbury Zoning Bylaws to allow for the limited use of maintaining chickens as pets and for egg production in residential areas. – Councilors Kelcourse, McMilleon, Sherwood and Ferguson Sponsor

Councilor Lavoie read the summary to the audience.

Nipun Jain, City Planner, presented.

Lawrence Brescio, 38 Greenwood St., suggested that there be intermunicipal communication with towns that have already gone through the process. He said it would be beneficial.
Candace Platt, 131 Friend St., did research on this and would be happy to provide it to the Committee. She expressed her opinions on the ordinance.
P.J. Jancewicz, 19 Whittier Ave., spoke about health and safety of chickens as pets, and he has copies of other town ordinances that he can provide if needed.
Councilor Kelcourse requested that the Planning Board hold a special workshop to come up with a final version of the bill and that it be held in the early evening so that concerned citizens could attend.
Denis Nadeau, Building Commissioner, City of Amesbury, would like to see changes made to the ordinance.
James Thivierge, 8 School St., is concerned about public safety.
P.J. Jancewicz, 19 Whittier Ave., said that Jim Dodge gave him a handout detailing the good and bad about chickens as pets, it’s an informational pamphlet. Councilor Lavoie requested a copy.
Councilor Lavoie discussed further changes to the ordinance which included audience members that was inaudible. He thinks this should be tabled until the next meeting of the Ordinance Committee.
Atty. Johnson moved that 2014-107 be tabled until the special meeting of the Ordinance Committee to be held Wednesday December 3, 2014. Atty. Raffa seconded. It was voted unanimous.

2014-115 An Ordinance to request that the City Council vote to amend the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw and Amesbury Overlay Zoning Map – Mayor Gray sponsor

Nipun Jain, City Planner, presented. He said that the Planning Board recommended it for approval as submitted.

Councilor Lavoie said it looks ok to him.

There were no members in the audience that want to speak on this.

Atty. Johnson moved that 2014-115 be sent to the Municipal Council with a recommendation to be adopted as submitted. Atty. Raffa seconded. It was voted unanimous.

2014-116 An Ordinance to create a Special Event Permit Process - Councilors Sherwood, Lavoie and Ferguson sponsor

There is a task force that met for the first time on November 12, 2014 regarding this.
Councilor Lavoie motioned to table this until the next meeting.
Atty. Kelcourse moved that 2014-116 be tabled until the next meeting of the Ordinance Committee to be held Wednesday December 17, 2014. Councilor Bartley seconded. It was voted unanimous.

2014-123 Order to Request Approval for a TIF Agreement and Plan, and Designate an Economic Opportunity Area for 284 Elm Street. - Mayor Gray sponsor
William Scott, Director of Community and Economic Development, presented. He explained the materials that were handed out to the members of the Committee. 
Councilor Lavoie and Atty. Raffa both noted a few typographical errors.
James Thivierge, 8 School St., requested a copy of the document that was given to the Ordinance Committee this evening. William Scott said he will provide it.
Atty. Johnson moved that 2014-123 be sent to the Municipal Council with a recommendation to be approved with the exception of the typographical errors that were identified at the meeting on November 12, 2014. Atty. Raffa seconded. It was voted unanimous.

20414-124 An order to authorize the Mayor to exercise Amesbury’s right of first refusal under M.G.L. Chapter 61A and to execute the Purchase and Sale for Assessor’s Map 38, Lot 1 and Lot 1A, and further to raise and appropriate, transfer, or borrow all necessary funds. - Mayor Gray sponsor
James Thivierge, 8 School St., commented about bonds.
Councilor Lavoie made a motion to accept.

Councilor Bartley moved that 2014-124 be sent to the Municipal Council with a recommendation to be adopted as submitted. Atty. Johnson seconded. It was voted unanimous.

Councilor Bartley motioned to accept the minutes from September 10 and October 6, 2014. Atty. Johnson seconded. It was voted unanimous.
2014-122 An Order to request the City Council to vote that in order to reduce interest costs, the Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor, is authorized to issue refunding bonds. - Mayor Gray sponsor

Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion.
Atty. Johnson moved that 2014-122 be sent to the Municipal Council with a recommendation to be adopted as submitted. Atty. Raffa seconded. It was voted unanimous.

Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion to adjourn at 9:18 p.m. Councilor Kelcourse moved the motion. Councilor Bartley seconded. It was voted unanimous.

The meeting adjourned at 9:18 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

Office of the City Clerk
