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AMESBURY    
                                                                                        CITY HALL  

                                                                                        62 Friend Street

                                                                                       Amesbury, MA 01913    
Finance Committee
Minutes
Tuesday, November 25, 2014, 7 p.m.
Councilor McClure called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Roll Call was taken.
Present: Councilor Bartley, Councilor Ferguson, Councilor Kelcourse, Councilor Sherwood, Councilor Sickorez, Councilor McClure; and Councilor Lavoie arrived at 7:05 p.m.
Absent: Councilor McMilleon had an excused absence and Councilor Moavenzadeh was absent.
Councilor Ferguson made a motion to accept the minutes of September 30, 2014 and November 5, 2014, as submitted. Councilor Sickorez seconded. It was voted unanimous.
2014-124 - An order to authorize the Mayor to exercise Amesbury’s right of first refusal under M.G.L. Chapter 61A and to execute the Purchase and Sale for Assessor’s Map 38, Lot 1 and Lot 1A, and further to raise and appropriate, transfer, or borrow all necessary funds. - Mayor Gray sponsor
Chuck Benevento, Administration and Finance, presented. He handed out a bond schedule from the City’s Finance Advisors. He recommends a 10 (ten) year period.
Jason DiScipio, Assessors Office, said that a 1 (one) acre parcel of land should sell (safe estimate) for 125K.
Nipun Jain, City Planner, said that this is a R40 zoned area. He further explained the land usage to the Committee.
Councilor Lavoie requested a topographical GIS map that has the lot of land including wetland areas. Nipun Jain will provide that.
Councilor Bartley thinks it is important for the City to have control over the land that abuts Woodsom’s.
Claude Gonthier, 112 Kimball Rd., asked why the delay in issuing the bond.

Chuck Benevento responded that September was the most logical.
Councilor Lavoie asked for a bonded project list. Chuck Benevento will provide that.
James Thivierge, 8 School St., is still waiting for a copy of the LA4.
Councilor Lavoie is for the purchase.
Councilor Bartley is for the purchase.

Councilor Sherwood is concerned about our risks, and what our potential income might be.
Councilor Sickorez made a motion to send 2014-124 back to the Municipal Council a recommendation for approval. Councilor Kelcourse seconded. It was voted unanimous (7 present).
2014-125 An Order to request the City Council vote to hold the annual Classification Hearing to vote on four (4) separate items in order to establish the tax burdens for each class of property. - Mayor Gray sponsor
Jason DiScipio, Assessors Office, presented. He passed out a handout. He explained the 4 (four) pieces of this bill.
James Thivierge, 8 School St., said he would like a copy of the LA4.

Claude Gonthier, 112 Kimball Rd., is in favor of a factor of 1.

Councilor Sherwood made a motion to send 2014-125 and the four components in it, at a factor of 1, back to the Municipal Council a recommendation for approval. Councilor Sickorez seconded. It was voted unanimous (7 present).
2014-126 An Order to request the City Council vote to increase the exemption amount of qualified applicants. - Mayor Gray sponsor
Jason DiScipio, Assessors Office, presented.
Councilor Lavoie made a motion to send 2014-126 back to the Municipal Council a recommendation for approval. Councilor Bartley seconded. It was voted unanimous (7 present).

2014-127 An Order to authorize the Mayor to accept and expend a grant in the amount of $5,520 from the Massachusetts Cultural Council. - Mayor Gray sponsor
Chuck Benevento, Administration and Finance, presented.
Councilor Lavoie made a motion to send 2014-127 back to the Municipal Council a recommendation for approval. Councilor Sickorez seconded. It was voted unanimous (7 present).

Councilor McClure entertained a motion to adjourn at 8:05 p.m. Councilor Ferguson moved the motion. Councilor Sickorez seconded. It was voted unanimous.

Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

Office of the City Clerk
