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AMESBURY    
                                                                                        CITY HALL  

                                                                                        62 Friend Street

                                                                                       Amesbury, MA 01913    
Ordinance Committee
Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, December 3, 2014, 7 p.m.

Councilor Lavoie called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.

Members present: Atty. Johnson, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Bartley, Atty. Raffa; and Councilor Kelcourse arrived late.
Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion to accept the minutes from November 12, 2014, with two corrections. Atty. Raffa moved the motion. Councilor Bartley seconded. It was voted unanimous (4 present).
2014-116 An Ordinance to create a Special Event Permit Process - Councilors Sherwood, Lavoie and Ferguson sponsor

Atty. Raffa moved that 2014-116 be tabled until the next meeting of the Ordinance Committee to be held Wednesday, January 21, 2015. Atty. Johnson seconded. It was voted unanimous (4 present).

Councilor Kelcourse arrived.
2014-107 An Ordinance requesting the Municipal Council vote to amend the provisions of the Amesbury Zoning Bylaws to allow for the limited use of maintaining chickens as pets and for egg production in residential areas. – Councilors Kelcourse, McMilleon, Sherwood and Ferguson Sponsor
Councilor Lavoie recapped the proposed bill and recapped prior conversations for the public in the audience.
Councilor Ferguson, Mechanics Row, co-sponsored this bill. She believes that residents should have chickens as pets.
Councilor Kelcourse explained how the proposed bill came to be.
Councilor Lavoie asked if anyone on the committee wanted to comment. There were none.

Michelle Tommasino, 34 Greenwood St., said her neighborhood has been turned upside down over this issue. She is concerned about predatory animals. She said that the chickens are noisy. She is concerned about who would be enforcing the proposed law and she addressed other various concerns as well.
Councilor Kelcourse thanked Ms. Tommasino for coming to the podium and speaking, he also apologized to Ms. Tommasino for not finding out more about the folks in the neighborhood who have concerns such as hers. He further explained the events leading up to this year’s bill that is before them.
He said he has received a significant amount of support in favor of keeping chickens. 

Linda Connell, 37 Greenwood St., said she can hear the chickens all the time, she doesn’t like hearing chickens every morning, and she’s complained about it for the last six months. She would like to know who will enforce the proposed ordinance. She said neighbors are afraid to voice their opinions.
Candace Platt, 131 Friend St., said she wants this bill to be passed. She wants there to be something that is in place so that these concerns can be enforced.
William Connell, 37 Greenwood St., thinks the stay of execution should have been handled the opposite way than it was handled by Councilor Kelcourse. He said that when people move they don’t take their chickens with them. He has issue with chickens being able to be kept within 10 feet of an abutter’s property.

P.J. Jancewicz, 19 Whittier Ave., feels that legislation would help. (It was very difficult to hear him on audio)
James Thivierge, 8 School St., is concerned about predators. He told a story about his past experience with chickens. He thinks chickens should be enclosed. He thinks that these meetings should be televised.
Tom Platt, 131 Friend St., said he has chickens as pets. He thinks this is about being good neighbors. He said he appreciates Mr. Kelcourse’s position. 
Councilor Lavoie asked the committee what the recommendation should be for a minimum lot size for six chickens.

Mr. Platt responded that to him, that 10,000 square feet is reasonable if it is done well.
Christina Verrette, 5 Perkins St., said she is not a chicken owner, but would like to be. She suggested that notifying abutters may be an appropriate addition to the ordinance.
Candace Pratt, 131 friend St., said that there is a course on raising chickens and ducks in Newburyport on the 9th.

There was a discussion on how far chickens should be kept from another person’s property. 
Denis Nadeau, Building Commissioner, clarified what the lot sizes are (currently) in the zoning bylaw. There was a lengthy discussion about this, and what the effect would be on the current zoning bylaw if this ordinance was to be adopted. 
There was a malfunction in the recording of the rest of this meeting because the battery ran out of the recorder. The rest of the minutes from this meeting were approved by Councilor Lavoie via a phone call to him to determine the Committee’s recommendations to the City Council. The battery ran out at 01:58.

No action or vote was taken on 2014-107. There were over 20 people in attendance in the audience expressing their opinions, both for and against the proposed ordinance. The discussion lasted over 2 ¼ hours.
2014-132 An Order to establish bylaws for the purposes of defining and governing the operation, organization and authority of the Board of Trustees of War Memorials.
Atty. Johnson moved that 2014-132 be sent to the Municipal Council with no recommendation. Atty. Raffa seconded. It was voted unanimous.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

Office of the City Clerk
