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AMESBURY    
                                                                                        CITY HALL  

                                                                                        62 Friend Street

                                                                                       Amesbury, MA 01913    
Ordinance Committee
Minutes
Wednesday, March 18, 2015, 7 p.m.

Councilor Lavoie called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.
Members present were: Atty. Leonard Johnson, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Bartley, Atty. Bethany Raffa, and Councilor Bezanson

2015-019 An Order that the Amesbury City Council hereby takes action for the purpose of authorizing the Mayor to execute the Agreement for Payment in Lieu of Taxes for Personal Property – Solar Facility Pilot (Agreement) for Citizens Enterprises Corporation (Developer) for the site located at 56 South Hunt Rd Map 95 parcel 5 (Site) as described herein and further described in the attachments which are incorporated herein by reference.
William Scott, Director of Community and Economic Development, was in the audience to present the PILOT Agreement.

Rayo Bhumgara was in the audience and he represents Hunt Road Solar, LLC. He thanked the City for their support on this project.
William Scott presented a PowerPoint presentation to the members of the Committee. There is a copy on file in the Clerk’s Office.
The PILOT is a proposed agreement to level taxes for the Citizens Energy Corporation for the installation of a solar field at 56 South Hunt Road on 30 acres of the 172 owned by Waste Management.

Mr. Scott reviewed the agreement sections by going through each slide describing the intent and outcome of each major section. 

Councilor Lavoie asked Mr. Bhumgara how these projects are funded.

Mr. Bhumgara outlined the relationship of solar projects to the bank and how it is as much an investment as it is financing.

The committee then moved on to the agreement document itself, reviewing each page, and discussed the issues as outlined by each member. Several changes were made.
There was a discussion regarding the start date for the project, as a final date has not been set. It was determined that the start date would be one month after the inspection by the City.
There was a discussion regarding the possible extension of the agreement after twenty years. Mr. Scott offered to create language to address the issue. 

Throughout the document, as the review reached each page, committee members provided edits such as the removal of spaces in the legal chapter and section citations, the addition of language to clarify tense, and the change of the project applicants name from Taxpayer to Proponent. 

Atty. Leonard Johnson moved that 2014-019 be sent to the City Council for approval as amended from the March 18, 2015, Ordinance Meeting. Councilor Bartley seconded. It was voted unanimous.

Atty. Raffa made a correction on the December 3, 2014, minutes on page 2 under William Connell, 2nd line, change the word to “than” rather than “that”. Councilor Lavoie made a motion to accept the minutes from December 3, as submitted with that one exception. Atty. Raffa moved the motion. Councilor Bezanson seconded. It was voted unanimous.  

2014-116 An Ordinance to create a Special Event Permit Process - Councilors Sherwood, Lavoie and Ferguson sponsor

Councilor Lavoie tabled 2014-116 until the next meeting of the Ordinance Committee to be held Wednesday, April 15, 2015. 
*Parts of the recording were inaudible because the speaker and committee members did not speak into the microphone. 
*William Scott provided me with his notes from the meeting to assist in the minutes provided above.
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Dawne Warren 
Administrative Assistant 

Office of the City Clerk

