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AMESBURY    
                                                                                        CITY HALL  

                                                                                        62 Friend Street

                                                                                       Amesbury, MA 01913    
Finance Committee
Minutes
Tuesday, March 24, 2015, 7 p.m.
Councilor McClure called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.

Roll call was taken. Members present were: Councilor Bartley, Councilor Ferguson, Councilor Bezanson, Councilor McMilleon, Councilor Sherwood, Councilor Moavenzadeh, Councilor Sickorez, and Councilor McClure

Councilor Lavoie had an excused absence.

Councilor McClure entertained a motion to accept the minutes from February 24, 2015, as submitted. Councilor McMilleon moved the motion. Councilor Ferguson seconded. It was voted unanimous (8 present).

2015-019 An Order that the Amesbury City Council hereby takes action for the purpose of authorizing the Mayor to execute the Agreement for Payment in Lieu of Taxes for Personal Property – Solar Facility Pilot (Agreement) for Citizens Enterprises Corporation (Developer) for the site located at 56 South Hunt Rd Map 95 parcel 5 (Site) as described herein and further described in the attachments which are incorporated herein by reference.
William Scott, Director of Community and Economic Development, presented a PowerPoint presentation to the Committee. He outlined each page. There is a copy on file in the Clerk’s Office.

Councilor Bezanson asked Mr. Scott to review the graph section of the presentation.
Councilor McClure asked what is the City’s obligation to upgrade solar equipment if needed. Mr. Scott responded that it is between them and waste management.

Council Sherwood asked if the agreement needed to be approved by the state. Mr. Scott replied it needed to be approved the City Council as an alternate tax method.

James N. Thivierge, 8 School St., spoke about Proposition 2 ½. He said that the base may be implausible. He spoke about the economy cycle. He objected to it. He would like it sent back to the Ordinance Committee.

Councilor Ferguson made a motion to send 2015-019 back to the Municipal Council a recommendation for approval and for a Public Hearing on April 14, 2015. Councilor McMilleon seconded. It was voted unanimous (8 present).
2015-022 Capital Improvement Program for FY16- FY20. Presented by Mayor Gray and Chuck Benevento.

Councilor McClure explained that 2015-022 is a presentation, and an opportunity for Mr. Benevento to share with the committee.

Chuck Benevento gave an overview of what the concept was for the CIP. The goal is to tie the CIP into the financial forecast, which has been done. Then once the budget gets submitted in May, there will be an amount in it to appropriate money to capital projects. The plan is that the money will match what is in the CIP for the capital funded projects.
Councilor Sherwood asked for clarification on where the funding comes from. Mr. Benevento explained.
Councilor Ferguson asked who made the list and who prioritizes it. Mr. Benevento explained that the list was from each of the departments and the ultimately Mayor prioritizes, then it will go before the Council for approval.

James Thivierge, 8 School St., asked Mr. Benevento to prepare a schematic on what was just discussed.
Councilor Ferguson motioned to adjourn at 7:45 p.m. Councilor Bartley seconded. It was voted unanimous (8 present).

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Office of the City Clerk

Administrative Assistant

