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                                         AMESBURY    

                                                                     CITY HALL  

                                                                     62 Friend Street

                                                                     Amesbury, MA 01913    

City Council Finance Committee
Budget Hearings

Wednesday, May 13, 2015
City Hall Auditorium

Meeting was called to order by Councilor McClure at 7:00 p.m.

Members present: Councilor Sickorez, Councilor Ferguson, Councilor Moavenzadeh, Councilor McMilleon, Councilor McClure, Councilor Sherwood, Councilor Bartley, Councilor Bezanson; and Councilor Lavoie arrived at 7:05 p.m. 

Members absent: none
Councilor McClure opened the meeting and commented about the way the hearings would be run. She explained that there was a corrected version of 2015-001 for all Committee Members. The document was also emailed to them on the previous evening. 
AMESBURY SCHOOL – Michele Robinson and Deirdre Farrell presented the budget, along with a PowerPoint presentation. There were also School Achievement Plan materials handed out. Ms. Robinson said the School Committee voted to increase the FY2016 budget by 3.9% over the previous year.

(A copy of the PowerPoint presentation is attached to the minutes in the City Clerk’s Office and is available for viewing.)
The following is a list of requests from the Committee that were discussed after the presentation was concluded:

Councilor Sickorez asked for the number of students who moved or transferred out to different schools, including reasons for leaving. 

Councilor McClure asked for data from the SRO’s tracking. 

Councilor McMilleon asked about the budget being data driven specific to slides on page 3 and if there was an actual document that reflects that data analysis or accumulation of that data on student achievement, etc. 

Councilor McClure asked with regards to the Walker Report if Dr. Robinson could pass in the Strategic Plan, what the plan is on rolling this out, what will be implemented this year, next year and beyond and what has been done so far.

Councilor Sherwood asked for data showing an increased cohort that has stayed in district instead of being placed out. 

Councilor Lavoie asked if they could get rid of two State Mandates that don’t really add to the benefit of the students and/or that could save money without being detrimental to the students or teaching of the students; what would they be? 

Councilor Bartley asked for the amount of money we receive from Medicaid/insurance reimbursement.   

Councilor McClure asked how many students take language classes.

Councilor McMilleon asked for the 5 year Capital plan which includes Chrome Books as part of the strategic plan.

Councilor McClure asked for clarification on the difference in columns for the 2016 level service budget and 2016 Top Two priorities, Deirdre Farrell explained and said she would provide the sheet with the explanation of changes.  

Councilor Lavoie made a motion to adjourn at 9:30 p.m. Councilor Bezanson seconded. It was voted unanimous.
The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

Office of the City Clerk 
