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AMESBURY    
                                                                                        CITY HALL  

                                                                                        62 Friend Street

                                                                                       Amesbury, MA 01913    
Finance Committee

Minutes
Tuesday, October 27, 2015, 7 p.m.

Councilor McClure called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

Roll call was taken.

Members present were: Councilor Bartley, Councilor Ferguson, Councilor Bezanson, Councilor McMilleon, Councilor Sherwood, Councilor Moavenzadeh, Councilor Lavoie and Councilor McClure.

Councilor Sickorez had an excused absence. 

Councilor McClure wanted to inform the public that there may be changes being made to the land at the Lower Millyard. She asked the members of the Finance Committee if it would be prudent to schedule a workshop to discuss the Lower Millyard changes; and the possible plan with the Bartley property. It would be an informal and informational workshop which would include: Mr. Bartley, the developers, Planning and Economic Development, Assessors, Traffic and Transportation, Schools, and Public Safety.
Councilor Ferguson thinks it is a great idea.
Councilor McMilleon agrees that it is a great idea. He thinks it is good for the public to know what transpired and what is tentatively planned for the future.

Councilor Lavoie said it is a good idea. He thinks that Finance should host the workshop.

Councilor Bezanson thinks it is a great idea.

Councilor Ferguson suggested it be televised.

David Frick, Planning Board Chair, thinks it is really important to have a discussion about it.

Councilor McClure will set up a special meeting for the workshop on November 17, at 6 p.m.

Councilor McClure entertained a motion to accept the minutes from September 22, 2015, as submitted. Councilor McMilleon moved the motion. Councilor Lavoie seconded. It was voted unanimous.

Councilor Lavoie made a motion to change 2015-062 to 2015-062-A. Councilor McMilleon seconded. It was voted unanimous.
2015-062-A An Order to renew the Audit agreement for the years ending June 30, 2015, June 30, 2016 and June 30, 2017 with Melanson Heath as outlined in the May 14, 2015 Memorandum of Understanding to Mayor Gray from Melanson Health
James Thivierge, 8 School St., said he’s been involved in these things for a long time. He thanked the Clerk’s office for the packet. He suggested to amend the agreement that the audit for October 2017, be submitted 30 days before the next election in 2017. He spoke about foreclosure notices. 

Councilor Lavoie said that changing auditors wouldn’t be wise right now, but in the future it might be a good idea to change firms.
Councilor Sherwood made a motion to send 2015-062-A back to the City Council with a recommendation for approval, and for a Public Hearing on November 10, 2015. Councilor McMilleon seconded. It was voted unanimous (8 present).

Councilor Lavoie left the meeting due to having a prior commitment. He left at 7:30 p.m.

2015-064 An Order to authorize the Mayor to accept and expend a Community Development Block Grant in the amount of $985,922 from the Massachusetts Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development.

William Scott, Director of Community and Economic Development, presented. He said there is no match. The Town of Salisbury will manage the program.
Councilor Sherwood asked for a breakdown of administrative costs. Mr. Scott will provide a copy of the budget to the Committee.

James Thivierge, 8 School St., said the Planning Board is the best he’s ever seen and he thinks the administration is in disarray. He spoke about homelessness and the tax burden.

Councilor Sherwood made a motion to send 2015-064 back to the City Council with a recommendation for approval, and for a Public Hearing on November 10, 2015. Councilor McMilleon seconded. It was voted unanimous (7 present).

2015-065 An Order to authorize the Mayor to, on behalf of the City, enter into an Inter-municipal agreement with the Town of Salisbury for the purposes of regional participation in the 2015 Massachusetts Community Development Block Grant program.

William Scott, Director of Community and Economic Development, presented. He explained briefly what changes were made to the document during the Ordinance Meeting that was held previously and said there were no major changes made to the agreement.
James Thivierge, 8 School St., spoke about civil rights and reading grants.

Councilor Sherwood said that the City has done excellent work with this agreement.
Councilor McMilleon made a motion to send 2015-065 back to the City Council with a recommendation for approval, and for a Public Hearing on November 10, 2015. Councilor Sherwood seconded. It was voted unanimous (7 present).

2015-068 An Order to authorize the Mayor to enter into a five-year lease-purchase agreement for the procurement of a new Fire Attack Pumper.
Ken Berkenbush, Fire Chief, presented. He explained that Engine 1 has extensive rust and is almost out of service. Engine 3 is currently down and is having pump problems. They are working on repairing Engine 3. The Chief explained that this would be a brand new truck, similar to the one bought 5 years ago. The new lease payment will be approximately $96,000.
Councilor Sherwood asked about the repair costs for the truck. The Chief explained them.
Councilor McMilleon asked about the status other equipment and what is being done to anticipate future needs. The Chief has a five (5) year plan and explained that to the Council.
Councilor Bartley asked about preventative care and said upkeep is critical.

Councilor McClure asked what we had budgeted for maintenance. The Chief said $48,000.

Councilor Bezanson what the life expectancy would be if the truck was repaired. The Chief said 5-7 years.

Councilor Ferguson said it is really important to have right equipment in the City, she thinks it’s fiscally responsible and she definitely supports this.
Councilor Ferguson made a motion to send 2015-068 back to the City Council with a recommendation for approval, and for a Public Hearing on November 10, 2015. Councilor McMilleon seconded. It was voted unanimous (7 present).

2015-069 An Order to authorize the Mayor to accept and expend a grant in the amount of $7,500 from the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners.
Erin Matlin, Library Director, presented.

Councilor Bartley asked if the grant would cover the full cost of the program. Ms. Matlin said it would.

Councilor McClure asked if there was a match. Ms. Matlin said there was not.

James Thivierge, 8 School St., said Ms. Matlin does a very good job. He said he didn’t like being excluded from questions on the budget review.

Councilor Sherwood made a motion to send 2015-069 back to the City Council with a recommendation for approval, and for a Public Hearing on November 10, 2015. Councilor Bartley seconded. It was voted unanimous (7 present).
Councilor McMilleon made a motion to adjourn at 8:05 p.m. Councilor Sherwood seconded. It was voted unanimous.

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

Office of the City Clerk.  
