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AMESBURY    
                                                                                        CITY HALL  

                                                                                        62 Friend Street

                                                                                       Amesbury, MA 01913    
Ordinance Committee
Minutes
Wednesday, November 18, 2015, 6:30 p.m.

Chairman Lavoie called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Members present were: Councilor Lavoie, Councilor Bartley and Attorney Raffa
Members absent were: Councilor Bezanson and Attorney Johnson

Nipun Jain, City Planner, and Evan Kenney, Mayor’s Aide, were in the audience.
Councilor Lavoie took 2015-079 and 2015-080 out of order.

2015-079 An Order of the City Council to grant an Easement to Hatter’s Point Capital LLC within Merrimac Street, a Public Way, to Construct, Install, Maintain and Repair Improvements to Protect the Structural Integrity of Merrimac Street and the Buildings within Hatter’s Point Condominium. Mayor C. Kenneth Gray, sponsor.

2015-080 An Order of the City Council to Amend a Water Main Agreement between the City and Hatter’s Point Capital, LLC Related to the Development of Phase II of Hatter’s Point Condominium.
Mayor C. Kenneth Gray, sponsor.

Councilor Lavoie decided to discuss 2015-079 and 080 together.
Nipun Jain, City Planner, presented. He passed out plans to the members of the Committee for the proposed building and explained the changes that need to be made to Merrimac Street.

There was a discussion about the water main agreement amendment needed for the project.

Councilor Lavoie asked for a copy of the water main agreement. Mr. Kenney said it was still in draft form and that it usually doesn’t go in front of the Council, and this was a special case. 
Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion to approve 2015-080 as submitted. Councilor Bartley moved the motion. Atty. Raffa seconded. It was voted unanimous (3 present).

Councilor Lavoie noted that 2015-079 was drafted by Kopelman and Page.

Nipun Jain gave an overview of the document for the members of the Committee.
Evan Kenney will provide the copy of the agreement to the Council.

Nipun Jain went over the plan with the Committee.

Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion to approve 2015-079 as submitted with the following changes:  the easement agreement be made an exhibit to the bill and that the plan referenced in the easement document be available to the Council at the time it takes its vote. Councilor Bartley moved the motion. Atty. Raffa seconded. It was voted unanimous (3 present).

2015-077 An Ordinance to request the City Council to accept updated Traffic & Parking regulations. Councilor Anne R. Ferguson, sponsor.
Eric Eby, 139 Market St., Chairman of the Traffic and Transportation Commission, briefly reviewed the updates to the regulations. He said they should be updated annually.
James Thivierge, 8 School St., asked when changes occur if the public could view them before it goes into general law. He would also like to view the minutes and interrogate them.

Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion to send 2015-077 back to the City Council with a recommendation that it be adjusted as follows: 
Line 2, after the word “updated” to make it read: to accept the updated schedules to the Traffic and Transportation regulations as submitted by the Traffic and Transportation Commission and attached to this bill; with the further recommendation that the Council specify the date to which the schedules have been updated in 2015, together with the recommendation that the schedules be updated on an annual basis. Atty. Raffa moved the motion. Councilor Bartley seconded. It was voted unanimous (3 present).

2015-081 An Order of the City Council to Amend Bill No. 1998-140 Establishing the Traffic and Transportation Commission and to Repeal Bill No. 2001-35 Amending the Authority and Duties of the Traffic and Transportation Commission. Mayor C. Kenneth Gray, sponsor.

David Martin, 11 Marbleridge Rd., North Andover, the developer at 77 Elm St., Amesbury, spoke about the parking issues he’s having because Clark became one-way street.

Evan Kenny, Mayor’s Aide, presented and described the proposed changes to the Traffic and Transportation Commission, which include it becoming a recommendation Committee.

Eric Eby, 139 Market St., Chairman of the Traffic and Transportation Commission, spoke about what he thought would work well in Amesbury. He agreed it should become a recommendation Committee (with the City Council).
Councilor Lavoie made it clear that the Traffic and Transportation Commission made the decision to make Clark a one-way before Mr. Martin’s development project started. He also recommended that abutter notices get mailed out.
James Thivierge, 8 School St., spoke about when Lafayette St. turned into a one-way street many years ago.

The Committee reviewed each page, and discussed the issues and changes as outlined by each member.

Councilor Lavoie moved to table 2015-081 to the next (special) meeting of the Ordinance Committee which will be held prior to the City Council meeting on December 8, 2015. Councilor Bartley seconded. It was voted unanimous (3 present).
Councilor Lavoie entertained a motion to accept the minutes of November 18, 2015, as submitted. Councilor Bartley moved the motion. Atty. Raffa seconded. It was voted unanimous (3 present).
Councilor Lavoie entertained motioned to adjourn at 8:53 p.m. Councilor Bartley moved the motion. Atty. Raffa seconded. It was voted unanimous (3 present).

The meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dawne Warren 

Administrative Assistant 

Office of the City Clerk

