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AMESBURY    
                                                                                        CITY HALL  

                                                                                        62 Friend Street

                                                                                       Amesbury, MA 01913    
Ordinance Committee
Minutes
Tuesday, January 19, 2016, 7 p.m.
Councilor Lavoie called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.

Councilor Lavoie entertained a nomination for Chair of the Ordinance Committee. Councilor Bartley nominated Councilor Sherwood for Chair. Atty. Raffa seconded. There were no other nominations and there were no objections. It was voted unanimous. (4 present – Raffa, Sherwood, Bartley, and Johnson)
Members present were: Councilor Sherwood, Councilor Bartley, Attorney Raffa and Attorney Johnson
Members absent were: Councilor McMilleon
Councilor Lavoie turned the meeting over to Councilor Sherwood.

Councilor Sherwood entertained a motion to accept the minutes of November 18, 2015 and December 8, 2015, as submitted. Councilor Bartley moved the motion. Atty. Johnson seconded. 
Atty. Raffa noted that there was a spelling error in the Nov. 18, 2015 minutes (Kopelman and Paige) that should be corrected. It was voted unanimous (4 present).

2016-013 An Ordinance to request that the City Council vote to amend the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw and Amesbury Overlay Zoning Map – Mayor Gray sponsor

Summary: The proposed zoning amendments seek to modify the existing Renewable Energy Development District (REDD) boundary to include specific parcels not currently included in the overlay zoning district and to make modifications to the provisions of Section 11 and Section XI.S of the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw.
Nipun Jain, City Planner, presented. He handed out a map to the members and explained it. He went through the proposed changes to the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw.
Nipun Jain and the Committee reviewed each page of the document, and discussed the issues as outlined by each member.
There was a positive recommendation to adopt the changes to Part 1. Amend Amesbury Overlay Zoning Map; and in Part 2. Amend the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw, with the following recommendations made to amend: 
· Section II. Definitions Open Space: The space unobstructed to the sky and not devoted to streets, on a lot unoccupied by buildings or structures, driveways, walkways, off-street parking or loading spaces and expressed as a percentage of total lot area.
· Section XI.S.5. – General Provisions c.: The minimum open space area may be reduced by 50% of that required in the Table of Dimensional and Density Regulations, Section VI of the Bylaw, provided the proposed facility,…
· Section XI.S.8 – Development and Performance Standards 7: Landfills and Post-Closure Uses, as defined by Mass. DEP and its accompanying regulations:…
Councilor Sherwood entertained a motion to accept changes as enumerated. Councilor Bartley moved the motion and Atty. Raffa seconded. It was voted unanimous (4 present).
Councilor Sherwood set the 2016 meeting schedule of the Ordinance Committee which will be the third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m.

Councilor Sherwood entertained motioned to adjourn at 7:48 p.m. Atty. Johnson moved the motion. Atty. Raffa seconded. It was voted unanimous (4 present).

The meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dawne Warren 

Administrative Assistant 

Office of the City Clerk

