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AMESBURY    
                                                                                        CITY HALL  

                                                                                        62 Friend Street

                                                                                       Amesbury, MA 01913    
Finance Committee

Minutes
Tuesday, January 26, 2016, 7 p.m.

Sharon Dunning, Assistant City Clerk, called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. and asked for nominations for Finance Chair.
Councilor Sherwood nominated Donna McClure as Chair of the Finance Committee. Councilor McMilleon seconded. There were no objections or other nominations. Councilor Lavoie moved that nominations be closed. Councilor Stanganelli seconded. It was voted unanimous. 

Roll Call was taken. Members present were: Councilor Bartley, Councilor Einson, Councilor Lavoie, Councilor McClure, Councilor McMilleon, Councilor Scorzoni, Councilor Sherwood, Councilor Sickorez, and Councilor Stanganelli
Councilor Sickorez nominated Joseph McMilleon for Vice Chair of the Finance Committee. Councilor Scorzoni seconded. There were no objections or other nominations. It was voted unanimous. 
Councilor Bartley moved to accept the minutes of November 17, 2015 and November 24, 2015, as submitted. Councilor Sickorez seconded. It was voted unanimous. 

2016-006 An Order to appropriate the overlay surplus as determined by the Board of Assessors – Mayor Gray sponsor

Summary: This order will authorize the use of overlay surplus for the funding of the Revaluation and Triennial certification work of FY2017.

Jason DiScipio, Chief Assessor, presented. This was not funded in the budget as is has been in the past and this is to appropriate those funds.

James Lynch, Chief Financial Officer, said he would follow up to see if a special account would be needed for this.
Councilor Sickorez moved to recommend to the City Council that 2016-006 be approved as submitted and for a public hearing on February 9, 2016. Councilor Sickorez seconded. It was voted unanimous (8 present).

2016-011 An Order to authorize a transfer from Ambulance Receipts to Fire Expenses for the purpose of purchasing a new Ambulance – Mayor Gray Sponsor

Summary: Transfer $185,000 from Ambulance Receipts to Fire Expenses to cover purchase of a new ambulance.
Ken Berkenbush, Fire Chief, presented. This would be for a 3 year lease at $61,000 per year. The ambulance account as of Dec 15, 2015, has $555,424 in it. There are currently two (2) ambulances in use.
There were several questions that the Council members ask to have answered before the next Council meeting on February 9, 2016. They are listed below: 
What are the advantages to buying it out right? (saving finance charges etc.)

Why not take the money out equally over three years if it is leased? 

Questions as to the wording of the bill and the flexibility the Chief is expecting of the account.  

Is this a crisis situation and what is the time frame that is needed?

What is the game-plan for rotation of vehicle stock and what is your current inventory?

Councilor McMilleon moved to continue 2016-011 to the City Council Meeting on February 9, 2016, with no recommendation. Councilor Sickorez seconded. It was voted 8 – YES and 1 – NO, Stanganelli.

2016-012 An Order to authorize the Mayor to accept and expend a grant in the amount of $525,000 from the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs – Mayor Gray sponsor

Summary: Funding from this grant will be used for the following purposes:

· Design coordination with MassDOT of Riverwalk, kayak launch, and bulkhead design.

· Permitting/legal costs of Riverwalk, kayak launch, and bulkhead design

· LSP remediation permits of Riverwalk, kayak launch, and bulkhead design

· Construction of planting and other improvements

· Design of bike trail

· Permitting/legal costs of bike trail
William Scott, Director of Community and Economic Development, presented. He explained the plans to the Committee members.
Councilor Stanganelli moved to recommend to the City Council that 2016-012 be accepted as presented. Councilor Sherwood seconded. It was voted unanimous.

2016-014 An Order to authorize the Mayor to accept and expend a grant in the amount of $225,865 from the Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources – Mayor Gray sponsor.

Summary: The Office of Community and Economic Development was awarded the 2015 Green Communities Grant to support energy conservation measures. The grant will allow Amesbury to make energy conservation updates at the Amesbury Middle School. There is no local match required for this grant.
Tom Bourassa, Energy Manager, presented.

Councilor Scorzoni asked during what time(s) the work would be done. Mr. Bourassa said this would be executed during school vacation in the summer.

Councilor Sherwood moved to recommend to the City Council that 2016-014 be approved as submitted and for a public hearing on February 9, 2016. Councilor McMilleon seconded. It was voted unanimous.

Councilor McMilleon moved to adjourn at 7:51 p.m. Councilor Sickorez seconded. It was voted unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

Office of the City Clerk
