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                                         AMESBURY    

                                                                     CITY HALL  

                                                                     62 Friend Street

                                                                     Amesbury, MA 01913    

City Council Finance Committee
Budget Hearings

Monday, May 16, 2016
City Hall Auditorium

Councilor McClure called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Members present: Councilor Sickorez, Councilor Bartley, Councilor Einson, Councilor Sherwood, Councilor McClure, Councilor Scorzoni; and Councilor Stanganelli arrived at 7:01 p.m., and Councilor Lavoie arrived at 7:04 p.m.
Member absent: Councilor McMilleon
REGIONAL HEALTH – Jack Morris presented the budget. 

Most line items in the budget are level funded. The Salaries and the K9 line items are increased.

ASSESSORS – Jason DiScipio presented the budget. 

The Mapping/Planning, Training and Office Supplies budget line items are increased. 
COLLECTOR/TREASURER – Donna Cornoni presented the budget. 

Most line items in the budget are level funded with the exception of Salaries and Training which have increases.
LIBRARY – Erin Matlin presented the budget for the Library.
She gave a handout to the members of the Committee. It is on file in the Clerk’s office and is available for viewing.
The Library Repair & Maintenance Other Equipment and Library Travel line items are increased. She also mentioned that the Library is applying for a building grant and will update the Council as she knows more about the process.
There was mention of a calculation error in the Budget Book showing incorrect increases and decreases in the – Mayor Recommended % differences column. The CFO was made aware.
MIS – John Dubuc presented the budget.

There is an increase in MIS Payroll Processing, MIS Data Lines and Technology Equipment Purchasing line items.

VETERANS – Kevin Hunt presented the budget.
There is an increase of staffing (a position went from 20 to 30 hours per week). There is a reduction in the Veteran payout. 
INSPECTION – Dennis Nadeau presented the budget.
There are increases in the Salaries & Wages line item to hire a part time (19 hours per week) Building Inspector and for an increase in Denis’ salary. There are increases in the Overtime, Clothing Allowance, Training, and Travel line items.
COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
PLANNING BOARD - ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS – William Scott presented these budgets together.
There is a new line item for Environmental Testing ($15,000). The Salaries & Wages line item has increased related to the Energy Manager’s position.
Councilor Lavoie noted the calculation errors on the Community and Economic Development page of the Budget Book.

ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE – James Lynch presented the budget. 

There is an increase in the Salaries and Wages line item.
LIABILITY INSURANCE – James Lynch presented the budget. 

Councilor Lavoie would like to know why there is $0 budgeted in – Liability Insurance 945 – page 135 – Bonds-Surety

MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS – James Lynch presented the budget.
There was a break out of the Cleaning Services line item from the Municipal Building Maintenance line item to make the Cleaning Service cost clearer.

LANDRY STADIUM – James Lynch presented the budget. 

Councilor Stanganelli would like to know the balance in – Stadium Enterprise Expenditure – page 168 – Expense 

CENTRAL SUPPLY – James Lynch presented the budget. 

OUTDOOR LIGHTING – James Lynch resented the budget. 

SEALER of WEIGHTS – James Lynch presented the budget.
This a standard fee that is paid to the Commonwealth.
STATE & COUNTY ASSESSMENTS – James Lynch presented the budget.
These are current amounts from State reports.
RESERVE FUND – James Lynch presented the budget. 

There is $115,000 in the Salary Reserve line item and $500,000 for transfer for Capital requests.
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS – James Lynch presented the budget.
Councilor Lavoie would like to know more information about – Employee Benefits 910 – page 140 – Retiree Medical Costs – ($0 budgeted)

Councilor Sherwood would like a follow up on the City’s retirement obligations (funding percentage) – Employee Benefits 910 – page 140

OTHER ASSESSMENTS – James Lynch presented the budget.

The Camp Kent line item has been moved to the Youth Department’s budget.
DEBT SERVICES – James Lynch presented the budget.
Councilor Sherwood requested a 20 year look at the debt (itemized) He will provide a copy, if needed –Debt Service – page 139

Councilor Lavoie would like the revenue forecast report as stated in the Charter. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

Office of the City Clerk 
