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                                         AMESBURY    

                                                                     CITY HALL  

                                                                     62 Friend Street

                                                                     Amesbury, MA 01913    

City Council Finance Committee
Budget Hearings

Tuesday, May 17, 2016
City Hall Auditorium

Councilor McClure called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Members present: Councilor Sickorez, Councilor Bartley, Councilor Einson, Councilor Sherwood, Councilor Scorzoni, Councilor McMilleon, Councilor Stanganelli, Councilor Lavoie, and Councilor McClure.
YOUTH SERVICES – James Lynch presented the budget.

There is a new full time position built into the Salaries & Wages line item. Additionally, there is seasonal help added to the Salaries & Wages Temporary line item.
Camp Kent’s expenses have been moved into this budget.

Councilor Scorzoni asked Mr. Lynch for the Youth Service program fee structure and asked when the last time fees were addressed. Mr. Lynch will follow up with that information.

FIRE – Fire Chief Berkenbush and Assistant Fire Chief Mather presented the budget.
There were a few small increases to this budget but it remains relatively flat. There was a discussion regarding overtime. When asked how many were on staff, the Chief explained there are 36 staff members at the Fire Department (32 fire - 4 administration).
POLICE – Police Chief Kevin Ouellet and Lieutenant William Schultz presented the budget.

Chief Ouellet read a letter to the committee members explaining changes within the budget. The Chief said there are 33 staff members at the Police Department (24 patrolmen - 6 supervisors - 3 administrative). There was a discussion regarding Regional Dispatch.
HARBORMASTER – Chief Kevin Ouellet and Lieutenant William Schultz presented the budget.
There are no changes in this budget.
DPW – Robert Desmarais presented the budget.
The overall budget is up $75k. There is a reduction in the Salaries line item due to retirements. The DPW Consulting line item has increased due to upcoming projects. The Travel line item is up due to stipends. There are 30 people on staff within the three departments (DPW - Water - Sewer).
WATER – Robert Desmarais presented the budget.

The Salaries line item is up 5%. They are looking to purchase a backhoe.

SEWER – Robert Desmarais presented the budget.
This budget went up approximately 8%.
SNOW/ICE – Robert Desmarais presented the budget. 

There was $354,000 budgeted and $225,000 spent.
RECYCLE/REFUSE – Robert Desmarais presented the budget. 

The increases in this budget are due to the hauling and pickup; and the tipping fee. 
*Mr. Desmarais passed out a handout which is on file in the Clerk’s Office and is available for viewing.

CITY CLERK – Bonnijo Kitchin presented the budget.

There is an increase in the Salary line item. The Clerk’s office has brought in approximately 60k in revenues this year.
ELECTION/REGISTRATION – Bonnijo Kitchin presented the budget.

She explained the changes that will happen as a result of the new early voting procedures, which makes this budget somewhat unpredictable.
CITY COUNCIL – Bonnijo Kitchin presented the budget.

There are increases in the Audit Services and the Consulting line items.
The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawne Warren

Administrative Assistant

Office of the City Clerk 
