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BONNIJO KITCHIN 62 FRIEND STREET

CITY CLERK AMESBURY MA 01913
TEL: (978) 388-8100
FAX: (978) 388-8150

E-mail: bonnijo@amesburyma.gov

January 4, 2017

Amesbury City Council
62 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA 01913

Dear Councilors:

| have received the resignation of Thomas E. McGee, a member of the Amesbury School
Committee, effective January 5, 2017 which leaves a vacancy with a term to expire in 2017.

Under Part IV, Section 4-7 Vacancy in Elected Offices: "If a vacancy occurs in the
membership of the school committee, planning board, board of library trustees, or housing
authority, whether by failure to elect or otherwise, the remaining members of said board shall
notify the president of the city council who will declare such vacancy to exist. The council
president shall within thirty days following the date such vacancy is declared to exist, call a
joint meeting of the city council and the remaining members of the board or committee on
which such vacancy exists for the purpose of filling said vacancy. At any such joint meeting a
majority of those present and voting shall choose the unelected candidate who received the
highest number of votes, if any, at the last regular city election immediately preceding the
date of the vacancy for the seat declared vacant, provided however, that the unelected
candidate shall have received at least thirty (30) percent of the total votes cast for that office.
Should more than one unelected candidate meet the criterion as described above, the vote of
the affected board or committee and the council shall include all such candidates.

If there is no eligible candidate for said office, or the said candidate declines to be sworn into

office within ten days or has removed from the city, or is otherwise unable to serve, the city
council and such other board or committee will choose from among the voters entitled to vote
for such office. Said vacancy shall be posted for a minimum of thirty days, and the council
and the affected board shall meet at a special council meeting called for the purpose or at a
regularly scheduled council meeting where such candidates will be granted equal time to
speak. At the same meeting, or the next following meeting, the council and the affected
board or committee shall vote to fill the vacancy from among the announced candidates. The
council and the affected board or committee shall act in this matter as a committee of the
whole, requiring a majority of the full council membership and remaining members of the
affected board or committee, to choose a candidate to fill the vacancy.



Any person so chosen shall take the oath of office and commence to serve forthwith. No
vacancy shall be filled, in the manner herein provided, if a regular city election is to be held
within 120 days following the date the vacancy is declared to exist. If a vacancy is filled
under this section, the term of office which shall continue beyond the next regular election,
the person chosen to fill said vacancy shall only serve until such next regular election. At
such regular election the voters shall fill the unexpired balance of the term of office.

Should the remaining members of the school committee, planning board, board of library
trustees or housing authority fail to declare a vacancy, the city council shall be the sole judge
of whether a vacancy exists in the office of any elected office under this section and may
declare any such elected office vacant by a majority vote of the council.

Mr. McGee was elected in 2013 with a term to expire in 2017. There was no unelected
candidate who received thirty percent of the vote for this seat.

Once the vacancy is declared, a joint meeting of the boards must be scheduled. A notice of
the vacancy will be sent to the local paper and placed on the website.

Sincerely,

- ’ ﬁ f q ‘
Bonnijo ‘}jitchin

City Clerk
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62 Friend Street
Amesbury. MA 01913

Dear Bonnijo,

I am currently in the process of changing my residence to Manchester, New Hampshire,
as such I hereby submit by resignation from the Amesbury School Committee effective at noon
on January 5, 2017.

I would like to thank the community for entrusting me with the important job of
representing them on the school committee for three terms and nine years. It has been an honor

and I look forward to seeing another citizen step up and join the ranks of our passionate elected
officials.

Regards

Thomas E. McGee
31 Highland Street
Amesbury, MA 01913



