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An Ordinance to Amend the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw to limit the number of Adult Use 
Marijuana Retailers to be located within the City.

S u m m a r y :  This ordinance will:

1. Establish a new zoning regulation providing that no more than two (2) Adult Use Marijuana 
retail establishments shall be located within the City, and;

2. Amend Bill No. 2018-015 to correct clerical errors.

Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Amesbury assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, that the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw be 
amended as follows:

1. The section of the Bylaw entitled “Section XI.02, Adult Use Marijuana Establishments” is 
hereby amended to change the title thereof, with said section to be hereby and hereinafter 
known by the following title: “Section XI.03, Adult Use Marijuana Establishments.”

2. Bill No. 2018-015 is hereby amended by deleting each reference to section number “XI.02” and 
inserting in place thereof the following section number: “XI.03.”

3. Section XI.03.4.01.1, Allowed Uses, is hereby amended by adding a new subparagraph (c), to 
read as follows:

(c) Pursuant to M.G.L c.94G, §3(a)(2), the number of Adult Use 
Marijuana Retailers located within the City shall be limited to no more 
than two (2) establishments, which is greater than 20 per cent of the 
number of licenses issued within the City for the retail sale of alcoholic 
beverages not to be drunk on the premises where sold under MGL c.138 
§15.



CITY OF AMESBURY
IN THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND EIGHTEEN

SPONSORED BY: C. Kenneth Gray. Mayor BILL No. 2018-015
At the meeting of the Amesbury City Council held on May 8, 2018 in the City Hall Auditorium the following action was 
taken:

An Ordinance to Amend the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw to Establish a Retail Marijuana Overlay District, to Regulate 
Adult Use Marijuana Establishments, and to Amend Existing Regulations relative to Medical Marijuana Establishments.

Summary: This Ordinance to amend the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw will

• Establish a Retail Marijuana Overlay District to allow retail sales of adult use and medical 
marijuana within the Commercial Zoning Districts on Route 110 by Special Permit and site plan 
approval from the Planning Board;

• Add a new Section (XI.02) to the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw to regulate the permitting, locations, 
and operations of Adult Use Marijuana Establishments;

• Amend Section XI.01 of the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw to update existing medical marijuana 
regulations in a manner that is more consistent with Section XI.02 and the Retail Marijuana Overlay 
District;

• Update the Zoning Map and the Table of Use Regulations in accordance with the changes 
summarized above.

Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Amesbury' assembled, and by the authority of the same, that the 
Amesbury' Zoning Bylaw be amended as follows:

1. Section III, Establishment of Zoning Districts, is hereby amended by adding in alphabetical order,
“Retail Marijuana Overlay District,” to the table of districts;

2. The Zoning Map is hereby amended to establish a Retail Marijuana Overlay District as a segment 
of Massachusetts Route 110 from the boundary line with the Town of Merrimac easterly to the 
boundary line with the Town of Salisbury along Haverhill Road and Macy Street, Amesbury, 
superimposed over such parcels that are included in the Commercial Zoning Districts only as set 
forth on the map entitled “Retail Marijuana Overlay District,” dated 1/31/2018, attached hereto and 
as on file in the office of the City Clerk.

3. The Amesbury Zoning Bylaw is hereby further amended by adding thereto a new Section XI.02,
Adult Use Marijuana Establishments, to read as follows:

Section XI.02 ADULT USE MARIJUANA ESTABLISHMENTS

1.01 Purpose: The purpose of this Section is to provide for the limited establishment of Adult Use 
Marijuana Establishments in as much as:

A. They are authorized pursuant to Chapter 334 of the Acts of 2016, as amended by Chapter 351 of the 
Acts of 2016 and Chapter 55 of the Acts of 2017, as codified in G.L. c. 94G, and regulations 
promulgated by the Massachusetts Cannabis Control Commission (“CCC”), 935 CMR 500.00;

B. The City seeks to protect the public welfare, health and safety of the residents of Amesbury;

C. These zoning regulations provide for the placement of Adult Use Marijuana Establishments in 
locations suitable for such uses; and



D. City seeks to minimize any potential adverse impacts of Adult Use Marijuana establishments by 
regulating the siting, design, placement, security and removal of Adult Use Marijuana establishments.

2.01 Establishment.

The Retail Marijuana Overlay District, hereinafter referred to as “RMOD,” is hereby established as an 
overlay district over a segment of Massachusetts Route 110 from the boundary line with the Town of 
Merrimac easterly to the boundary line with the Town of Salisbury along Haverhill Road and Macy 
Street, Amesbury, superimposed over such parcels that are included only in the Commercial (C) Zoning 
District,” dated 1/31/2018. This map is hereby made part of the Zoning bylaw and the Overlay District 
Zoning Map and is on file in the Office of the City Clerk. As further outlined in Section 4.01 of this 
Bylaw and the Table of Use Regulations, Adult Use Marijuana Establishments shall be permitted in the 
Medical Marijuana Overlay District (MMOD) and the Retail Marijuana Overlay District (RMOD) as 
such districts have been designated on the City’s Zoning Map.

3.01 Definitions. For the purpose of this regulation, the following words shall have the following 
meanings. Where not expressly defined in the Zoning Bylaw, terms used herein shall be interpreted as 
defined in G.L. c. 94G, and 935 CMR 500.00and otherwise by their plain language:

Adult-Use Marijuana Establishment (“AME”): Marijuana Cultivator, Craft Marijuana Cooperative, 
Marijuana Product Manufacturer, Marijuana Retailer, Independent Testing Laboratory, Marijuana 
Research Facility, Marijuana Transporter, or any other type of licensed marijuana-related business as 
defined in 935 CMR 500.00.

Applicant: The individual or entity that has applied for or received a provisional or final license from the 
CCC to operate an AME and is submitting the application to the Planning Board.

Buffer Zone: The 500-foot distance between where a proposed Marijuana Establishment is to be located, 
at the time the license application is received by the Commission, and a pre-existing public or private 
school providing education in kindergarten or any of grades 1 through 12.The distance shall be measured 
in a straight line from the nearest point of the property line in question to the nearest point of the property 
line where the Marijuana Establishment is or will be located.

Business Agent: An individual who has been designated by the owner or operator of any AME to be 
the manager or otherwise in charge of said AME.

Cannabis Control Commission (CCCL The state commission created pursuant to G.L. c. 94G and G.L. 
c. 10, §76, and authorized to issue licenses to operate AMEs in Massachusetts.

Host Community: a municipality in which an AME or Registered Marijuana Dispensary is located or 
in which an applicant has proposed locating an AME or Registered Marijuana Dispensary. For 
purposes of this Ordinance, the Host Community is the City of Amesbury.

Host Community Agreement (HCAV. An agreement entered into by the City of Amesbury and an 
Applicant proposing to locate a Marijuana Establishment within Amesbury pursuant to the provisions of 
935 CMR 500 and which outlines the details for the operation of the proposed Marijuana Establishment 
as well as any impact fees or other provisions allowed by law.

License: A provisional or final license or certificate issued by the CCC that permits an AME to operate at 
a permanent, non-mobile location in the City of Amesbury.

License Holder: Any person or entity engaged in the operation of a AME or sale of marijuana and who 
applies for and receives a License from the CCC or his or her business agent.
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Permit: A special permit and site plan approval granted by the City of Amesbury Planning Board.

Permit Holder: Any person or entity that has been granted a special permit and site plan approval by the 
City of Amesbury Planning Board.

Protected Uses: (See Buffer Zone).

Special Permit Granting Authority (SPG A): For purposes of this Ordinance, the Planning Board is 
the Special Permit Granting Authority.

4.01.1. Allowed Uses.

(a) Notwithstanding the use limitations of the underlying zoning district or any other overlay zoning 
district, an Adult Use “Marijuana Retailer,” as defined in 935 CMR 500.00, shall be allowed within the 
Retail Marijuana Overlay District (RMOD), as stated in the Table of Use Regulations, by special permit 
and site plan review by the Planning Board, subject to the requirements set forth in this Section.

(b) Adult Use Marijuana Cultivators, Product Manufacturers, Independent Testing Laboratories Research 
Facilities and Marijuana Transporters, as defined in 935 CMR 500.00, shall be allowed within the 
Medical Marijuana Overlay District (MMOD), as stated in the Table of Use regulations, by special permit 
and site plan review by the Planning Board, subject to the requirements set forth in this Section of the 
Zoning Bylaws.

4.01.2 Prohibited Uses: Adult Use Marijuana Establishments for on-premises social consumption of 
adult-use marijuana are prohibited.

5.01 Dimensional Requirements
Except where it is explicitly stated otherwise in this Section, an AME shall conform to the dimensional 
requirements applicable to non-residential uses within the base zoning districts.

6.01 Elisibilitv

6.01.1 Building. With the exception of a licensed outdoor cultivator, an AME as defined herein shall be 
located only in a permanent building and not within any mobile facility. All sales shall be conducted 
either within the building or, if allowed by applicable state regulations, by home deliveries to qualified 
purchasers.

6.01.2 Location (Buffer Zone).

a) The site of an AME permitted under this section shall, at the time the license application is received by 
the CCC, not be located within 500 feet of a pre-existing public or private school providing education in 
kindergarten or any of grades 1 through 12.

b) The distance under this section is measured in a straight line from the nearest point of the property line 
in question to the nearest point of the property line where the Marijuana Establishment is or will be 
located.

c) If it is determined by the Planning Board that the proposed Site Plan provides sufficient buffers from 
such protected uses such that its users will not be adversely impacted by the operation of the AME, the 
distance requirement from these protected uses may be reduced, but only if the applicant has 1) entered 
into a HCA with the City and 2) demonstrated that the AME will employ stringent security measures to 
prevent diversion of marijuana and marijuana products to minors.
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7.01 Application Requirements.

7.01.1 Application-. An application for a proposed AME shall be filed with the Planning Board in 
accordance with the procedures outlined in Section X.J of the Zoning Bylaw, as well as this Section and 
accompanied with the appropriate fees as outlined in Planning Board schedule of application fees for all 
projects.

7.01.2 Special Permit/Site Plan Review

A. Special Permit Procedure: The special permit shall conform to this Section of the Zoning 
Bylaw and to M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 9, as well as to regulations which the Planning 
Board shall adopt from time to time for carrying out its requirements under this Section. An 
application for special permit under this Section shall be submitted and administered in 
accordance with the provisions of Section X.J of the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw.

B. Site Plan Review (SPR) Procedure: An application for Site Plan Review shall be submitted and 
administered in accordance with the provisions of Section Xl.C of the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw.
Site Plan Approval for an AME shall be subject to the requirements indicated herein and shall be in 
addition to the provisions of Section Xl.C.

7.01.3 Materials for Review: In addition to the materials required under Section Xl.C, an 
application to the Planning Board shall include, at a minimum, the following information:

A. Description or Activities: A narrative providing information about the type and scale of all 
activities that will take place on the proposed site, the square footage available and that 
describes the functional areas of the AME, including but not limited to cultivating and 
processing of marijuana or marijuana infused products (“MIPs”), laboratory testing of 
marijuana or marijuana products, on-site sales, off-site deliveries, if allowed by state 
regulations, distribution of educational materials, and other programs or activities.

B. Service Area: A map and narrative describing the area proposed to be served by the AME and 
the anticipated number of customers that will be served within that area. This description shall 
indicate where any Registered Marijuana Dispensaries and/or AMEs exist or have been proposed 
within the expected service area.

C. Transportation Analysis: A quantitative analysis, prepared by a qualified transportation specialist 
acceptable to the Planning Board, modeling the expected origin and frequency of traffic trips 
generated by AME to the site, the expected modes of transportation to be used by customers and 
employees, and the frequency and scale of deliveries to and from the site.

D. Context Map: A map depicting all properties and land uses within a one thousand-foot (1,000') 
radius (minimum) of the project site, whether such uses are located in Amesbury or within 
surrounding communities, including but not limited to, all protected uses such as educational 
uses, city parks, playgrounds, daycare, preschool and afterschool programs. Required Buffer 
Zones as defined under Section 6.01.2 of this Ordinance shall also be included for review.

E. Site Plan: A plan or plans depicting all proposed development on the property, including the 
dimensions of the building, the layout of automobile and bicycle parking, the location of 
pedestrian, bicycle and vehicular points of access and egress, the location and design of all 
loading, refuse and service facilities, the location, type and direction of all outdoor lighting on the 
site, and landscape design including landscape buffers along abutting properties and public ways.
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F. Building Elevations and Signage: For all new buildings, architectural drawings of all exterior 
building facades and all proposed signage, specifying materials and colors to be used, shall be 
submitted by the applicant. Perspective drawings and illustrations of the site from public ways and 
abutting properties are recommended but not required. For existing buildings and structures, any 
changes to the exterior of the building shall be shown along with location of proposed entrances, 
loading areas and signage.

G. License Materials: the applicant shall submit a copy of its provisional or final license, if issued 
by the Massachusetts CCC and if no license has been issued, a copy of the application submitted to 
the Massachusetts CCC, along with any materials submitted to the Massachusetts CCC for the 
purpose of seeking such license, to confirm that all information provided to the Planning Board is 
consistent with the information provided to the Massachusetts CCC. This information shall include, 
but not limited to:

1. A copy of its license to operate as an AME from the Massachusetts CCC ("CCC"), and if 
no license has been issued, a copy of the AME’s application to the CCC, excluding those 
portions of the application related to the applicant’s finances, criminal background checks, 
security measures to be used at the site, and any other proprietary information, shall be 
submitted to the Planning Board. If any portion of the materials submitted to the Planning 
Board contain materials that are not public records pursuant to G.L. c.4, §7, cl. 26 or any 
other statutory provision, the non-public information shall be redacted and shall be 
submitted to the Planning Board in a separately labeled packet clearly indicating that the 
contents are not public records;

2. Criminal background checks for those individuals associated with the AME who are 
required by the CCC to undergo such a criminal background check shall be provided to 
the Amesbury Chief of Police;

3. A description of the security measures including employee security policies, approved by 
the CCC for the AME, and if not yet approved, a description of the security measures 
proposed by the applicant, shall be provided only to the City of Amesbury Chief of Police 
and Fire Chief for review and comment to the Planning Board as to the adequacy of such 
measures, including employee security policies, approved by the CCC for the AME;

4. A copy of the emergency procedures approved by the CCC for the AME; and
5. A description of any waivers from the CCC regulations granted to the AME, or if an 

application is still pending with the CCC, a list of those waivers from CCC regulations 
requested by the applicant.

8.01 Design and Performance Standards

A. For the purposes of this section, the provisions of Section XI.C.8 shall apply to all types of
AMEs unless noted otherwise in this section.

B. Signage. Signage shall be consistent with underlying zoning requirements and CCC
regulations.

C. Public Safety.

a. Security Plan

i. The applicant shall submit a security plan to the Amesbury Police Department, in 
conformance with the requirements of the Amesbury Police Department, to demonstrate 
that there is limited undue burden on city public safety officials as a result of the 
proposed business prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy.
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ii. The security plan shall include the details of all security measures for the site and the 
transportation of marijuana and marijuana products to and from off-site premises to 
ensure the safety of employees and the public and to protect the premises property from 
theft or other criminal activity.

b. Operation and Management Plan

All marijuana establishments shall submit an operation and management plan to the 
Planning Board and Building Department which shall include, but not be limited to the 
following elements: Organizational Structure, Location, Property Description, Hours of 
Operation and Staffing, description of proposed operations, distribution practices, 
employee safety, general compliance, fire prevention, sanitation requirements, electrical 
system overview, proposed energy demand and proposed electrical demand off-sets, 
ventilation system and air quality, proposed water system and utility demand prior to the 
issuance of a building permit.

c. Emergency Response Plan

All marijuana establishments shall meet with the Amesbury Fire Department and the 
Amesbury Police Department to discuss and identify emergency plans/contingency plans 
for the site prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy. A written Emergency 
Response Plan shall be filed with the Amesbury Fire Department and the Amesbury 
Police Department pursuant to M.G.L. c. 94G, §12.

9.01 Special Permit Criteria.

9.01.1 In granting a special permit for an AME, in addition to the general criteria for issuance of a 
special permit as set forth in Section X.J of the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw, the Planning Board shall find 
that the following criteria are met:

A. The site is designed such that it provides convenient, safe and secure access and egress for 
customers and employees arriving to and leaving from the site using all modes of 
transportation, including drivers, pedestrians, bicyclists and public transportation users.

B. Traffic generated by customer trips; employee trips, and deliveries to and from the 
AME shall not create a substantial adverse impact on nearby residential uses.

C. Loading, refuse and service areas are designed to be secure and shielded from abutting uses.

D. The building and site have been designed to be compatible with other buildings in the area 
and to mitigate any negative aesthetic impacts that might result from required security 
measures and restrictions on visibility into the building's interior.

10.01 Conditions of Approval.

10.01.1 Special Permits under this ordinance shall be issued by the Planning Board, acting as the Special 
Permit Granting Authority, which shall impose conditions reasonably appropriate to improve site design, 
traffic flow, public safety, protect water quality, air quality, and significant environmental resources, 
preserve the character of the surrounding area and otherwise serve the purpose of this section. In addition 
to any specific conditions applicable to the applicant's AME, the SPGA shall include the following 
conditions in any permit granted under this Bylaw:
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A. Licensed to Operate. All permitted AMEs shall be properly licensed by the CCC and shall 
comply with all applicable state and local public health regulations and all other applicable state 
and local laws, rules and regulations at all times. No Building Permit or Certificate of Occupancy 
shall be issued for an AME that is not properly licensed with the Massachusetts CCC.

B. Limitation o f Approval. A special permit and/or site plan approval authorizing the location of 
an AME shall be valid only for the licensed entity to which the special permit and/or site plan 
approval was issued, and only for the site at which the AME has been authorized by special 
permit and/or site plan approval.

C. Operations and Security Measures. The applicant shall comply with all of the regulations 
promulgated by the CCC, as well as any additional security measures imposed by the SPGA.

D. Host Community Agreement. The permit holder shall enter into a HCA (HCA) with the 
City of Amesbury. The HCA shall address any known and additional impact of the AME on 
the City's public safety and infrastructure, and any other reasonable stipulations as deemed 
necessary by the Mayor of the City of Amesbury, including a Community Impact Fee. No 
certificate of occupancy shall issue for an AME unless or until the HCA is executed by the 
Mayor and the authorized representative of the AME.

E. Validity o f Permits and Cessation o f Operations. The validity of special permits/site plan 
review granted to operate an AME shall be as follows:

1. The special permit shall lapse three years from the date the SPGA flies the special 
permit decision with the City Clerk, pursuant to G.L. c. 40A, §9 if a substantial use 
thereof has not sooner commenced except for good cause.

2. The special permit or a site plan approval shall be limited to the permit holder and 
shall lapse if the permit holder ceases operating the AME.. Any changes in the entity 
of the special permit holder, to the scope and scale of operations, or other material 
facts stated on the initial application to license the AME with the CCC, shall be 
submitted to the Planning Board and Zoning Enforcement Officer. If the Planning 
Board determines that there are substantial changes to the original approval, the 
Planning Board may require the permit holder to file an application for major 
modification of the current permit, which shall be acted upon following a public 
hearing. If the Planning Board determines that the only change to the original 
approval is the entity to operate the establishment, the Planning Board may consider 
such change to be insubstantial and may approve such change at a public meeting 
without need for a new application or public hearing.

3. The special permit or a site plan approval shall automatically lapse upon the expiration 
or termination of the permit holder's license issued by the CCC.

4. The permit holder shall notify the Zoning Enforcement Officer and Planning Board in 
writing within 48 hours of the cessation of operation of the AME or the expiration or 
termination of the permit holder's license issued by the CCC.

11.01 Prohibition Aeainst Nuisances: No AME shall create or permit a nuisance to abutters or to 
the surrounding area, consistent with the underlying zoning requirements. All facilities shall be 
ventilated in such a manner that no pesticides, insecticides or other chemicals or products used in the 
cultivation or processing are dispersed into the outside atmosphere and further that no odor from 
marijuana or its processing shall be allowed to exceed the threshold established under Section

Page 7 o f  !0



XI.C(8)(J)(8) of the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw at the exterior of the AME or at any adjoining use or 
property.

12.01 Severability: The provisions of this Bylaw are severable. If any provision, paragraph, sentence, or 
clause of this Bylaw or the application thereof to any person, establishment, or circumstances shall be 
held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the other provisions or application of this Bylaw.

4.
5.

6.

The Table of Contents is hereby amended by adding Section XI.02, Adult Use Marijuana Establishments;
Section V, the Table of Use Regulations, is hereby amended by adding Adult Use Marijuana Retailer and 

Medical Marijuana Retailer as uses allowed in the Retail Marijuana Overlay District by Special Permit and Site 
Plan Review from the Planning Board; by prohibiting Adult Use Marijuana Establishments for On-Premises 
Social Consumption in all districts; by amending Note 11 to allow a Medical Marijuana Retailer in the Retail 
Marijuana Overlay District by Special Permit from the Planning Board; and by adding a new Note 12 to allow 
Adult Use Marijuana Cultivator, Product Manufacturer, Independent Testing Laboratory, Research Facilities and 
Marijuana Transporter as uses allowed in the Medical Marijuana Overlay District by Special Permit and Site Plan 
Review by the Planning Board;, as follow's:

A. The Table of Use Regulations is hereby amended by adding a column for the Retail 
Marijuana Overlay District and allowing Adult Use Marijuana Retailer and Medical 
Marijuana Retailer as uses allowed in the Retail Marijuana Overlay District by Special 
Permit and site plan review by the Planning Board;

B. The Table of Use Regulations is hereby amended by amending the use designation for 
“Registered Marijuana Dispensary -  cultivation and processing only” to change the use 
designation from P" in the IL and I districts to S i" in both districts.

C. Note 1 1 is hereby amended by adding the following sentence after the first sentence: “In 
addition to being allowed in the Medical Marijuana Overlay District, a Medical Marijuana 
Retailer shall be allowed in the Retail Marijuana Overlay District by Special Permit and site 
plan review from the Planning Board granted pursuant to Section XI.01.1; and

D. By adding a new Note (12) as follow's: “(12) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary set 
forth elsewhere in this Zoning Bylaw, an Adult Use Marijuana Cultivator, Adult Use 
Marijuana Product Manufacturer, and Adult Use Marijuana Independent Testing Laboratory,
Adult Use Marijuana Research Facility, and Marijuana Transporter shall be permitted only 
by special permit and site plan review by the Planning Board in the Medical Marijuana 
Overlay District (MMOD) pursuant to the requirements of Section XI.02 of the Zoning 
Bylaw. Further, an Adult Use Marijuana Retailer shall only be allowed in the Retail 
Marijuana Overlay District by Special Permit and site plan review from the Planning Board 
pursuant to the requirements of Section XI.02 of the Zoning Bylaw.”
Section XI.01, Medical Marijuana Overlay District, is hereby amended as follows:

A. Section 3.01, Definitions, is hereby amended by inserting a new definition as follows:
“Medical Marijuana Retailer: Medical Marijuana Treatment Center, also known as a 
Registered Marijuana Dispensary, properly registered with the Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health under 105 CMR 725.00 et seq. that sells or dispenses medical marijuana, 
products containing medical marijuana or related supplies through retail sales directly to 
registered qualifying patients or to their personal caregivers, but does not cultivate, process, 
manufacture, or test medical marijuana or medical marijuana products on the same site 
where retail sales are made;”

B. Section 4.02.1, Allowed Uses, subparagraph (b) is hereby amended by inserting the words 
“special permit and” after the words “shall be permitted by” and before the words “Site Plan 
Approval”.

C. Section 4.01.1, Allowed Uses, is hereby amended by adding a new subparagraph (c) as 
follows: “A Medical Marijuana Retailer is allowed in the Retail Marijuana Overlay District, 
as provided in Section V, the Table of Use Regulations, subject to a Special Permit and site 
plan review from the Planning Board pursuant to the provisions of this Section of the Zoning 
Bylaws.”;
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D. Section 6.01.2, Location, is hereby deleted, and a new section 6.01.2, Location (Buffer 
Zones), is hereby inserted in its place, as follows:

6.01.2 Location (Buffer Zone).

a) The site of an RMD permitted under this section shall, at the time the license application is received 
by the CCC, not be located within 500 feet of a pre-existing public or private school providing education in 
kindergarten or any of grades 1 through 12.

b) The distance under this section is measured in a straight line from the nearest point of the property 
line in question to the nearest point of the property line where the RMD is or will be located.

c) If it is determined by the Planning Board that the proposed Site Plan provides sufficient buffers 
from such protected uses such that its users will not be adversely impacted by the operation of the 
RMD, the distance requirement from these protected uses may be reduced, but only if the applicant 
has 1) entered into a MCA with the City and 2) demonstrated that the RMD will employ stringent 
security measures to prevent diversion of marijuana and marijuana products to minors.

E. Section 8.01.1 is hereby amended by inserting after “Section XI.C.8 shall apply” the words:
“to all Registered Marijuana Dispensaries and Medical Marijuana Treatment Centers, 
including Medical Marijuana Retailers;” and

F. Section 10.01.2 is hereby amended by adding in the second sentence after the words “or 
relocated to a different site within the Medical Marijuana Overlay District” the following 
new text: “or Retail Marijuana Overlay District, as applicable,”;

G. Section 10.01.3(1) is hereby amended by adding at the end of the first sentence the following 
phrase: “prior to issuing a certificate of occupancy;” and

H. Section 11.01 is hereby amended by adding in the first sentence after the words: “No use 
shall be allowed in the MMOD” the following new text: “or in the Retail Marijuana Overlay 
District”.

It is the will of the Council that the Recreational Marijuana Overlay District Zoning bylaw be revisited by 
September 1,2019.

Councilor Pamela Gilday voted to accept the revised order provided by the Mayor’s Office and KP Law. Councilor Donna 
McClure seconded. A roll call vote was taken and it was unanimous.

Councilor Matthew Einson motioned to amend the order to insert at the end ‘i t  is the will of the Council that the 
Recreational Marijuana Overlay District Zoning bylaw be revisited by September 1, 2019.” Councilor Donna McClure 
seconded. A roll call vote was taken and it was unanimous.

Councilor Nicholas Wheeler motioned to make the following amendments:
• Page 1, Item 1 -  Remove extra space between the words “Retail” and “Marijuana”.
• Page 1, Item 2 - Remove extra space between the words “Retail” and “Marijuana”.
• Page 1, Item 2 -  Attach Zoning Map (use version originally submitted with Bill 201 8-015, dated 1/31/2018).
• Page 3, Section 3.01 Definitions -

o Revise definition for “Host Community Agreement (HCA)” as follows: Replace the words “License 
Holder” with the word “Applicant”.

o Add the following definition: Protected Uses: (See Buffer Zone).
• Page 5, Section 7.01.3 Materials for Review -

o Revise the text of subsection “D — Context Map” to include the following new sentence at the end of the 
paragraph: “Required Buffer Zones as defined under Section 6.01.2 of this Ordinance shall also be 
included for review.”

• Pages 7&8, Section 10.01 Conditions of Approval -
o Make the following formatting changes: Remove the alphabetical designator “A” from the first paragraph, 

re-numbering it as 10.01.1. Further, revise previous sections “B” Thru “F” to read “A” Thru E”.
Page 9 o f  10



o Revise the text of Section E (Host Community Agreement) by striking the words “In Addition,” at the 
beginning of the first sentence, and subsequently capitalizing the first letter of the following word “the”.

• Page 8, Section 11.01 Prohibition Against Nuisances -
o Revise the text of the last sentence to read as follows: “All facilities shall be ventilated in such a manner 

that no pesticides, insecticides or other chemicals or products used in the cultivation or processing are 
dispersed into the outside atmosphere and further that no odor from marijuana or its processing shall be 
allowed to exceed the threshold established under Section XI.C(8)(J)(8) of the Amesbury Zoning Bylaw 
at the exterior of the AME or at any adjoining use or property.”

Councilor Steven Stanganelli seconded. A roll call vote was taken and it was 8 in favor, 1 opposed (Councilor Joseph 
McMilleon).

Councilor Steven Stanganelli motioned to accept 2018-015 as amended. Councilor Joseph McMilleon seconded. A roll 
call vote was taken and it was 8 in favor, 1 opposed (Councilor Richard Marggraf).

Witness my hand and seal for the City of Amesbury this 16th day of May, 2018
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RETAIL MARIJUANA OVERLAY DISTRICT (RMOD)
TABLE OF USE REGULATIONS AMENDMENTS

USES R8 R20 R40 R80 RC' CBD C RCZD OP IL I 1£ PUD W/F o s c ES-
OD

DR­
OP*

DAD CF-
COD

RM-
OD

Site Plan
Review
Rcauircd

A d u lt Use M ariju ana  R eta iler " - " - - - * - - - * S I YES

M edica l M ariju an a  R etailer - - “ - - - “ - - * * - - - - S I YES

A d u lt Use M arijuana  
C u ltiva tor (12)

' ' '

YES

A d u lt Use M ariju ana  
E stab lishm en ts f o r  O n­
p rem ises S o c ia l C onsum ption

A d u lt Use M ariju ana  P roduct 
M an u factu rer (12)

~ YES

A d u lt Use M arijuana  
In dependen t Testing  
Laboratory (12)

YES

A d u lt U se M a riju a n a  R esea rch  
F a c ility

- YES

A d u lt U se M a riju a n a  
T ra n sp o rter

- YES

Notes:

(11) Amend Note 11 by adding the following sentence after the first sentence: "in addition to being allowed in the Medical Marijuana Overlay District, a 
Medical Marijuana Retailer shall be allowed in the Retail Marijuana Overlay District by Special Permit and site plan review from the Planning Board 
granted pursuant to Section XI. 01.1"

(12) Add New Note 12: “Notwithstanding anything to the contrary set forth elsewhere in this Zoning Bylaw, an Adult Use Marijuana Cultivator, Adult Use 
Marijuana Product Manufacturer, Adult Use Marijuana Independent Testing Laboratory, Adult Use Marijuana Research Facility and Marijuana 
Transporter shall be permitted only by special permit and site plan review by the Planning Board in the Medical Marijuana Overlay District (MMOD) 
pursuant to the requirements o f Section XI.02 o f the Zoning Bylaws. Further, an Adult Use Marijuana Retailer shall only be allowed in the Retail Marijuana 
Overlay District by Special Permit and site plan review from the Planning Board pursuant to the requirements o f Section XI. 02 o f the Zoning Bylaws. "

Date 5/6/18



RETAIL MARIJUANA OVERLAY DISTRICT - ZONING MAP AMENDMENTS

CITY OF AMESBURY
ZONING MAP

ADOPTED AUGUST 8 .2000
•tvwm  tbrctlcct ch m w * a* f*  im i -j*I4

RR n RESIDENTIAL R.000 SF
R20 o RESIDENTIAL 20JNM SE
R40 RESIDENTIAL «0.«WSF
RRO RESIDENTIAL M.M0SF
RC 0 RURAL CLUSTER
PUD PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT
CBO o CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT
c n COMMERCIAL
RCZD 0 REGIONAL COMMERCIAL ZONING DISTRICT
OP om CT. PARK
If. o LIGHT INDUSTRIAL
1C CENTRAL INDUSTRIAL
1 INDUSTRIAL
ewe 0 OPEN SPACE CONSERVANCY
W /F D WETlANDSnOnOPIAlN

wmtm ■
iwwctwtwi W T iw m M r w r

tm n tm  T

ZONING DISTRICTS

Proposed 1/31/2018



RETAIL MARIJUANA OVERLAY DISTRICT - ZONING MAP AMENDMENTS

Along Rte 110 —
West of Main Street
(Over Commercial Zoning District only)

Along Rte 110 -  
East of Main Street
(Over Commercial Zoning District only)

Proposed 1/31/2018


