CITY OF AMESBURY 19 JUN -5 AMNH:00 S
IN THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND NINETEEN

SPONSORED BY: _ / ~___— BILL No. 2019-051

An Order to appropriate $62,500,000 to design, construct, equip, andfurnish the new Amesbury
Elementary School, and further, to place a debt exclusion question on the ballot for a Special City
Election on October 8, 2019.

Summary: This Order proposes to appropriate $62,500,000 to design, construct, equip and furnish the
new Amesbury Elementary School, and further, to place a debt exclusion question on the ballot for a
Special City Election on October 8, 2019.

Be it Ordered by the City Council of the City of Amesbury assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

That the City of Amesbury appropriate the sum of Sixty-Two Million, Five Hundred Thousand Dollars
($62,500,000) to design, construct, equip, and furnish the new Amesbury Elementary School, to be
located at 193 Lions Mouth RD, Amesbury, MA 01913, including all incidental and related costs,
which school facility shall have an anticipated useful life as an educational facility for the instruction of
school children for at least 50 years and for which the City may be eligible for a school construction
grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority, said sum to be expended under the direction
of the School Building Committee, and to meet said appropriation the Treasurer, with the approval of
the Mayor, is authorized to borrow said sum under M.G.L. Chapter 44, or any other enabling authority,
and to issue any bonds or notes that may be necessary for such purpose, provided that any premium
received by the City upon the sale of any bonds or notes approved by this vote, less any such premium
applied to the payment of the costs of issuance of such bonds or notes, may be applied to the payment of
costs approved hereunder in accordance with G.L. c. 44, §20, thereby reducing by a like amount the
amount authorized to be borrowed to pay such costs; that the City of Amesbury acknowledges that the
Massachusetts School Building Authority’s (“MSBA”™) grant program is a non-entitlement,
discretionary program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and any project costs the City of
Amesbury incurs in excess of any grant approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the sole
responsibility of the City of Amesbury; provided further that any grant that the City of Amesbury may
receive from the MSBA for the Project shall not exceed the lesser of (1) sixty and 38/100 percent
(60.38%) of eligible, approved project costs, as determined by the MSBA, or (2) the total maximum
grant amount determined by the MSBA; provided that any appropriation hereunder shall be subject to
and contingent upon an affirmative vote of the City to exempt the amounts required for the payment of



interest and principal on said borrowing from the limitations on taxes imposed by M.G.L. 59, Section
21C (Proposition 2)%); and that the amount of borrowing authorized pursuant to this vote shall be
reduced by any grant amount set forth in the Project Funding Agreement that may be executed between
the City of Amesbury and the MSBA.

And further, that a debt exclusion question be placed on the ballot a Special City Election on October 8,
2019, as follows:

Shall the City of Amesbury be allowed to exempt from the provisions of proposition two-and-
one-half, so called, the amounts required to pay for the bonds issued in order to fund the design,
construction, equipping and furnishing of the new AMESBURY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL to
be located at 193 Lions Mouth Road, Amesbury, MA 01913, including all incidental and related
costs?

Yes No

And further, that the Mayor be requested to provide a copy of this vote, including the form of the
question upon his approval thereof, in writing, to the City Clerk, notifying her of the vote to place the
question on the ballot, as required by G.L. c. 54, §42C.
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City Seeks October Approval of School F;roject

Mayor Gray on Monday filed an order with the Amesbury City Council seeking approval to hold a debt
exclusion vote on the Amesbury Elementary School Building Project on October 8. The vote will come
approximately five weeks after the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) Board of Directors
meets to grant approval to the project scope and budget.

“The recommendation of our project management and design teams was a October vote,” Mayor Ken
Gray said. “We are confident our schematic design submission will be approved by the MSBA in August
and receiving community approval is the final step needed to begin preparing for construction. A
favorable vote in October allows our design team to quickly begin refining and finalizing the design and
initiating early site work to ensure the new AES is ready for students at the start of the 2022 school
year.”

“Holding a vote weeks after MSBA approval as opposed to several months later has numerous benefits
to the project timeline,” Donna DiNisco, President of DiNisco Design said. “In order to achieve our goal
of opening the new AES prior to the start of the 2022 school year we are operating under an aggressive

_design and construction schedule. Receiving funding approval from the Amesbury community in
October allows us to quickly begin the next phase of the project and expedite early site packages that
will prepare the site for construction prior to the late winter-months. This early site work will create
important flexibility in the project schedule should any unforeseen challenges arise during
construction.”

Pending council approval the October ballot question will ask voters whether they approve of a debt
exclusion to fund the design, construction, equipping and furnishing of the new Amesbury Elementary
School. A community forum is currently scheduled for June 17 at the Amesbury High School auditorium
to provide design and cost updates for the project. Details on the forum can be found at
Amesburyma.gov.
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